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DISCOURSES. 


ACTS  X.  47. 


f^an  any  Man  forbid  Wafer,  that  these  should  not  ha 
Baptized,  -whith  have  received  the  Holy  Ghost^  us 
T^cH  as  ive  ^ 

While  Peter  was  preaching  the  gospel 
salvation  to  Cornelius  and  his  assembled 
friends,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  upon  the  hea- 
rers in  a  manner  so  visible  and  striking,  as 
nearly  to  resemble  what  had  before  hap- 
pened to  the  apostles  themselves  on  the  day 
of  Pentecost.  Observing  this,  Peter  im- 
mediately proposes,  lA  the  words  now  read, 
the  admission  of  these  new  converts  to  a 
regular  standing  in  the  christian  church, 
by  the  ordinance  instituted  for  that  pur- 
pose. As  they  had  already  been  baptized 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Avater  baptism, 
which  they  were  now  to  receive,   was  in  • 
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tended  as  an  outward  seal  or  token  of  what 
they  had  inwardly  experienced.     The  otie 
was  the  immediate  gift  of  God,  producing 
a  real  change  in  the  heart,  purging  it  from 
sin  and  dead  works,  and  hringing  it  to  the 
ansxcer  of  a  good  conscience  toward  God  ; 
the  othei^  was  to  be  the  work  of  man,  and, 
cfitself,  could  avail  to  notliing  more  than 
the  purifying  of  the  flesh.     Asa   divine  iu- 
stiiution,  however,   rendered  significant  by 
the  command  of  God,    its   observance   be- 
comes indispensably  incumbent. 

From  the  beginning,  it  hath  pleased  God, 
that  they  who  acknowledge  him,  and  em- 
brace the  true  religion,  should,  by  some 
visible  mark  or  token,  be  separated  and 
distinguished  from  the  rest  of  mankind. 
When  he  admitted  the  patriarch  Abraham 
and  his  family  into  a  covenant  relation  to 
himself,  and  gave  him  that  emphatical  and 
comprehensive  promise,  to  be  a  God  to  him, 
and  to  his  seed  after  him,  choosing  them  for 
his  peculiar  people  ;  he  condescended  to 
confirm  the  encao-ement  bv  an  ordinance, 
which  was  to  continue  a  standing  memorial 
of  liis  oromise  to  them,  and  oi  their  spe- 


cial  obiIp::itions  to  him.  He  was  plcasccl' 
to  say,  This  is  mi/  covenant,  or  the  sensible 
sign  of  it,  every  man  child  among  you  shall 
be  circumcised — and  it  shall  be  a  token  of 
the  covenant  hetalvt  me  and  yon.  By  this 
significant  rite,  they  were  cledicateclto  God, 
and  distinguished  from  tlic  rest  of  tlitr 
world,  as  his  church  and  people.  At  the 
same  time  that  it  served  as  a  pledge  of  the 
faithfuhiess  of  God  in  fulfilling  his  promises 
to  them,  It  tended  to  remind  them  of  their 
duty  to  him,  of  their  obligations  to  purity 
of  heart  and  life,  and  to  perseverance  in  a 
course  of  holy  obedience  to  his  will.  Dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  Old-Testament 
dispensation,  these  purposes  were  answered 
by  circumcision.  But,  on  the  publication 
of  the  gospel  and  the  introduction  of  the 
Gentiles  into  the  church,  it  pleased  God  to 
lay  aside  this  bloody  rite,  and  substitute 
baptism  as  an  initiatory  seal  of  his  covenant. 
Go  yc,  and  disciple  all  nations,  baptizin^r 
them, — was  the  final  charge  of  Christ  to  his 
apostles.  As  many  as  should  receive  the 
gospel  were,  by  baptism,  to  be  made  visi- 
ble disciples  and  members  of  the  christian 
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church.  As  Abraham  received  the  mg7i  of 
circnmcisio?i,  a  seal  of  the  righteousness  of 
the  faith  which  he  had  being  yet  uncircum- 
cised  ;  so  Cornelius  and  his  friends  received 
baptism  as  a  seal  of  wliat  they  had  already 
experienced  in  the  gift  and  grace  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Neither  the  one  ordinance 
or  the  other  did,  of  itself^  convey  faith  or 
any  other  inward  grace  to  the  subjects  of 
it ;  but  denote  their  regular  entrance  into 
the  visible  church  and  covenant  relation  to 
God  as  his  professing  people.  As  the  one 
denoted  a  relation  to  the  Jewish  church,  so 
the  other  denotes  a  relation  to  the  Christian 
church.  In  this  respect,  both  rites  have  the 
same  import,  and  were  evidently  intend- 
ed for  the  same  purpose.  As  circumcision 
was  not  to  be  repeated  or  administered 
more  than  once  to  the  same  subject,  so 
neither  is  baptism.  In  all  the  essential 
meanings  therefore  of  the  two  rites,  the 
one  evidently  succeeds  the  other,  and  was, 
probably,  prefigured  by  it  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Lord's  supper,  called  tlie 
christian  passover,  was  prefigured,  under 
the  law,  by  the  Jewish  passover.     In  a  more 


general  sense,  baptism  may  be  understood 
as  significant  of  all  the  essential  duties  and 
privileges  of  the  christian  profession.  As 
mani/  ofi/oi(,  says  St.  Paul  to  the  Galatians, 
as  have  been  baptized  into  Christ,  have  put 
en  Christ  :  Your  baptism  denotes  your 
submission  to  Christ  in  his  mediatorial  cha- 
racter, and  your  title  to  the  blessings  of 
his  purchase,  the  washing  away  both  of  the 
guilt  and  pollution  of  your  sins  through 
faith  in  his  blood,  your  separation  fi'om  an 
unbelieving  and  sinful  world,  to  be  his  pe- 
culiar people,  and  your  incorporation  into 
his  mystical  body,  to  walk  with  them  in 
newness  of  life.  In  confirmation  of  this 
general  import  of  baptism,  referring  to  the 
things  signified  by  it,  the  apostle  adds,,  bt/ 
one  spirit  are  zee  ail  baptized  into  one  bod^, 
whether  we  b^i  Jezas  or  Gentiles,  whetlhcr  me 
he  bond  or  free. 

With  respect  to  the  manner,  iit  which  the 
ordinance  ought  to  be  administered  ;  tlie 
form  of  words  to  be  used  on  the  occasion, 
is  prescribed  by  our  Lord  himself, — baptiz- 
ing them  in,  or  into,  ike  name  of  the  FatJicr, 
and  of  the  Hon,  and  of  the.  Holy  Ghost..  To 
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be  baptized  into  the  name  of  another,  de- 
notes our  taking  that  other  person,  for  our 
master,  and  our  standing  in  the  relation  of 
scholars  or  disciples  to  him,  Tliis  we  learn 
from  that  query  to  the  Corintliians,  were  ye 
baptized  into  the  name  of  Paul  ?  They  were 
called  Johns  disciples,  whom  John  had  bap- 
tized ;  and  when  the  same  persons  after- 
wards became  the  disciples  of  Christ,  they 
were  again  baptized  in  the  name  of  Christ,  or, 
of  the  Father^  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Ho- 
ly Ghosts  thereby  professing  their  subjection 
to  that  religion  which  God  revealed  by  his 
Son,  and  confirmed  by  his  Spirit.  So  long 
as  this  baptismal  form  of  words  be  repeated, 
with  the  washing  of  water  by  the  regularly 
authorized  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  tlie 
whole  ceremony  is  conducted  with  decen- 
cy,  piety  and  devotion  ;  we  may  safely 
conclude  that  whatever  is  essential  to  the 
institution,  is  duly  observed. 

As  for  the  opinion  of  those  who  look 
upon  it  e&sential  to  baptism,  that  a  person 
be  plunged  all  over  in  the  water ;  when  they 
act  herein  according  to  their  serious  and 
be&t   udgment,  we  censure  them  not.    We 
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arc  content  that  our  bretlircn  should  un- 
derstand the  scriptures  for  tliemsclves.  Nay, 
we  allow  that  some  plausible  things  may 
be  said  in  favour  of  immersion.  We  only 
request  that  theif  would  judge  as  favourably 
of  us,  who  have  as  much  to  say  for  our- 
selves as  they,  and,  we  think,  somewhat 
more  than  they.  The  language  of  the  text 
is  evidently  in  favour  of  our  mode  of  ad- 
ministration. Had  Peter  entertained  the 
idea  of  plunging  Cornelius  and  his  friends, 
would  he  not  have  said,  *'  Can  any  forbid 
onr  going  forth  to  a  bath  or  pool  ?'  or, 
"'  can  any  forbid  that  these  should  be  put 
into  the  water,  that  they  may  be  baptized  ?" 
«But,  instead  of  this,  he  uses  a  form  of 
speech  which,  I  presume,  no  Baptist  mi- 
nister ever  did  adopt  on  such  an  occasion  ; 
he  expresses  himself  in  the  very  words 
which,  we  should  expect,  one  of  our  mi- 
nisters would  have  done  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, Can  any  man  forbid  %oatci\  that 
is,  forbid  its  being  brought  into  the  room  } 
Is  not  this  the  most  natural  and  obvious 
meaning — an  idea  which  the  form  of  words 
and  mode  of  expression  instantly  and  fully 


excite  in  our  minds  ?     Accordingly,   there 
is  tio  hint  of  tlieir  going  abroad,  or  of  any 
other  preparation  in  order  to  their  being 
baptized,  but  that  of  bringing  a  Tittle  water 
into  the  room.     The  history  leads  us  to  be^ 
lieve,    that   it   was   performed  at  tlie  very 
juncture  when  Peter  proposed  it,  and   in 
the  very  apartment   in  which    they   wers 
then  assembled.    To  me,  indeed  this  appears 
the  only  mode  in  which  the  ordinance  can 
be  administered  consistently  with  that   or- 
der, decency  and  devotion  which  the  gos- 
pel expressly  requires  in  the  whole  deport* 
ment  of  a   worshipping  assembly.     Their 
leaving    the   place   of  worship,   streaming 
away  in  the  open  air,  to  some  pond  or  ri^ 
ver,  and  in  all  seasons  and  climates,  chang- 
ing their  apparel  in  order,  to  their   being 
totally  immersed  in  the  water,  out  of  which 
they  come  drenched  and  shivering ;    these 
circumstances  are  such  an   interruption  of 
devotion,  and  are  necessarily  attended  with 
such  inconvenience,  irregularity  and  con^ 
fusion,  as.  are,  in  my  view,  utterly   incon- 
sistent with  the  beauty  of  holiness,  with  that 
decorum  ^nd  propriety  which  become   tlie- 


house  of  God  for  ever.  I  never  see  a  bap 
tism  thus  conducted,  without  thinking  of 
the  superstitious  fooleries  of  paganism  or 
popery  ;  it  surely  has  not  the  appearance 
of  that  reasonable  service  prescribed  in  the 
gospel. 

The  great  Head  of  the  church  requires 
water  to  be  used  in  baptism,  and  bread  and 
wine  in  the  eucharist  ;  but  the  precise 
quantity  of  these  elements  as  pertaining  to 
each  ordinance,  and  the  modes  of  adminis- 
tering them,  seem  to  be  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  his  members.  To  me  it  would  ap- 
pear as  reasonable  to  deny  the  Lord's  sup- 
per to  be  celebrated  by  those  who  make 
not  a  full  meal  on  the  occasion,  as  to  deny 
those  to  have  been  baptized  who  did  not 
pass  wholly  under  the  water.  In  all  proba- 
bility, our  mode  of  celebrating  the  Supper 
is  as  different  from  that  of  the  primitive 
christians,  as  is  our  mode  of  baptism  ;  yet 
we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  of  the  divine 
acceptance  in  either  of  these  ordinances, 
when  we  seriou§1y  and  conscientiously  ob- 
serve them.  In  the  discourses  of  our  Sa- 
viour, and   in  the  writings  of  his  apostles, 
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tve  are  dautioned  against  a  display  of  zeal 
about  forms,  against  an  over  scrupuIous^ 
-exactness  in  the  things  pertaining  to  the 
outside  of  religion.  Great  precision  in  these 
matters  is  frequently  accompanied  -^vith 
faulty  negligence  in  things  more  weighty 
and  important.  Bodilj/  e.vercise,  we  are 
told  projiteth  but  little.  We  read  of  some 
who,  though  very  exact  in  ceremonial  ob- 
servances, in  diverse  washings,  and  in  mak- 
ing clean  the  outside,  are  yet  censured  for 
their  inward  pollution  ;  who,  while  in 
some  instances,  they  seemed  to  strain  at  a 
gnat  J  in  others,  would  sxvalloxv  a  cameL  To 
me  nothing  appears  more  incredible,  than 
that  the  only  way  to  heaven,  should  be  by 
passing  under  the  water  ;  or,  that  a  person 
plunged  in  the  ocean,  should  be,  in  the 
sight  of  God,  a  whit  freer  from  moral  de- 
filement,  than  another  upon  whose  face  a 
h'ttle  water  only  has  been  poured  or  sprink- 
led. In  my  vie\v^,  so  far  as  I  am  capable 
of  judging  from  the  scriptures,  the  quan- 
tity of  water  used  in  the  administration  of 
the  ordinance,  is  a  circumstance  of  such 
iudiflcreuce,that  I  should  not  think  it  a  sub- 
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jcct  w'ortliy  of  any    serious  discussion,  did 
not  our   brcLhren  of  the  l]a])tist  persuasion 
deny  the  validity  of  our  mode;    and  acting- 
npon    this  principle,  withhold  communion 
from  us,   thereby  treating  us  as    unchrist- 
cned   heathens,  aliens  from  the  church  and 
covenant  of  God.     Should  one  of  our  mem- 
bers, though  of  a  character  tlie  most  exem- 
plary and  respectable,   request  communion 
with  them,  he  would  be  refused,  unless  he 
would  ilrst,  suffer    them  to  plunge  him  in 
the  water.     His  plea   of  having  been  bap- 
tized already  in  a  way  which  he  judges  to 
be  agreeable  to  the  scriptures,  would  avail 
him  nothing.     They  would  answer,  that  he 
must  submit  to  it  in  their  way,  or  he  could 
not   be  received.     Each   individual    whom 
they  can  persuade  to  renounce  liis  former 
baptism,  by  being  thus  baptized  over  again, 
they  consider  as   recovered  from  a  state  of 
heathenism.     These  proselytes  from  other 
churches,  they  reckon  as  so  many  additions 
to  the  church  of  Christ,  and  his  kingdom 
to  be  extended  in   proportion  to  the  num- 
bers thus  obtained.     Of  course,  they  would 
rejoice  in  the   overtlirow  of  all   the  other 


churches  around  them,  in  hope,  from  the 
general  wreck,  to  collect  materials  for  their 
own.  Nor  do  they  fail  to  take  advantage 
of  any  neighbouring  society  when  it  hap- 
pens to  be  shaken  by  divisions.  Whatever 
falls  adrift  on  such  occasions,  is  usually  se- 
cured by  them. 

If  some  individuals  among  them  form 
honourable  exceptions  from  this  narrowness 
and  bigotry  ;  still,  close  communion,  zeal 
in  proselyting  from  other  societies,  and  the 
re-baptizing  of  all  their  proselytes,  being 
the  discriminating  spirit  of  their  sect,  all 
other  christians  are  excluded  from  gospel 
union  and  fellowship  with  them.  To  the 
making  of  this  division  in  the  kingdom  of 
our  Redeemer,  and  the  setting  up  of  this 
wall  of  partition,  they  are  led  by  a  princi- 
ple, in  its  own  nature,  the  source  of  unceas- 
ing discord  ;  I  mean,  their  claim  of  an  ex- 
clusive right  to  interpret  the  scriptures,  and 
to  impose  their  sense  of  them  upon  all  be- 
lievers. Nothing  surely  short  of  infallibi- 
lity, can  support  such  a  claim.  It  rests 
precisely  upon  the  same  basis  on  which  the 
hierarchy  of  the  Romish  church  is  built. 


Like  that,  it  infringes  the  right  of  private 
judgment,  and  destroys  the  cquahty  which 
Christ  ordained  among  his  followers.  Confi- 
dent as  we  are,  that  our  mode  of  baptism  is 
more  scriptural  than  their's,  as  well  as  morci 
convenient,  becoming,  and  suitable  to  the 
nature  of  religion  and  the  purposes  of  de- 
votion ;  still  we  are  far  from  calling  ia 
question  the  validity  of  theiu's;  nay,  ia 
condescension  to  the  consciences  of  those 
who  request  it,  our  ministers  scruple  not  to 
baptize  by  immersion.  Were  they  equally 
liberal  and  candid,  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in 
the  bond  of  peace  might  be  preserved,  and 
all  clamour,  strife,  and  division,  happily 
prevented.  Upon  whom,  then,  does  the 
sruilt  of  these  evils  lie  ? 

Is  our  reverence  for  a  divine  institution 
to  be  measured  by  the  quantity  of  water  in 
which  we  are  baptized?  Does  .such  a  cir- 
cumstance form  the  essence  of  our  obe- 
dience to  Christ  ?  The  laws  of  morality- 
are,  indeed,  unalterable;  but  ritual  laws, 
deriving  their  whole  authority  from  positive 
institution,  may  be  suspended  or  varied 
when  a  concurrence  of  circumstances  ren- 
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Acts  them  impracticable  or  extremely  in- 
convenient. In  such  cases,  "  the  letter  of 
the  law  yields  to  the  intention  of  the  law- 
giver, which  was  not  to  burden  and  distress 
.any.  one  by  minute  and  scrupulous  ordi- 
nances." Such  variation  was  actually 
practised  in  the  Jewish  church,with  respect 
-to  the  ordinance  of  circumcision,  the  law 
of  the  sabbath,  of  the  annual  feasts,  of  sa- 
crifices, and  of  ceremonies  in  general.  By 
parity  of  reason,  the  ritual  precepts  of  the 
gospel  are  to  be  thus  accommodated  to 
the  circumstances  of  christians.  AVhile  our 
Saviour  severely  censured  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  for  their  rigorous  interpretations 
of  the  ceremonial  precepts  of  their  law,  and 
the  accumulated  burdens  thereby  added  to 
that  ancient  yoke ;  he  spake  of  his  own 
yoke  as  easy,  and  discovered  a  disposition 
to  make  it  so,  in  his  tender  regard  for  the 
health  and  comfort  of  his  disciples.  AVhen 
the  latter  were  accused  of  violating  the 
sanctity  of  the  sabbath,  by  plucking  some 
ears  of  corn  to  satisfy  their  hunger  on  that 
day;  he  justified  them  by  showing  that 
mercv  is  before  sacrifice,  and   moral  consi- 


derations  superior  to  ritual  observances. 
C  an  we  then  suppose  that  lie  would  require 
baptism  by  immersion,  in  all  seasons  and 
climates,  and  under  all  circumstances  of 
health  and  constitution  in  his  ministers  and 
people  ?  His  observation  on  the  occasion 
just  referred  to,  that  the  sabbath  xcas  made 
for  man^  and  not  man  for  the  sabbath,  ap- 
plies, with  all  its  force,  to  this  institution  ; 
baptism  was  made  for  man,  and  is  there- 
fore to  be  administered  in  a  way  the  most 
suitable  and  profitable  to  him  ;  and  not 
man  for  baptism,  so  that  he  should  be  oblig- 
ed to  submit  to  it  in  a  form  distracting 
to  his  thoughts  and  dangerous  to  his 
health. 

In  tlie  warm  climates  of  the  east  where 
baptism  was  first  instituted,  bathing  was  a 
common  and  a  refreshing  exercise;  but  the 
difference  of  climate  in  these  northern  re- 
gions, renders  the  idea  of  it,  through  a  greats 
part  oF  the  year,  shocking  to  the  feelings 
of  most  people.  We  are  exhorted  to  attend 
upon  the  Lord  without  distraction.  That 
mode  of  administering  every  ordinance,  and 
of  performing  every  act  of  religion,  is  al- 
c  C 
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ways  to  be  pieferred  which  is  tlie  most 
subservient  to  the  exercise  of  devout  affec- 
tions. But  where  is  the  person,  who  could  • 
receive  baptism  by  immersion  without  hav- 
ing his  tlioughts  wholly  deranged,  his  mind 
so  agitated,  an4  his  spirits  so  fluttered,  as 
to  render  him  utterly  incapable  of  those 
devotional  exercises  which  ought  always  to 
attend  so  solemn  an  ordinance.  This  reason 
alone,  in  modern  times  and  cold  countries, 
would  be  sufficient,  on  those  scripture 
grounds  already  exhibited,'  to  justify  an  al- 
teration in  the  mode,  were  it  a  certain  fact 
that  immersion  was  the  primitive  prac- 
tice. 

There  is  another  consideration  not  wholly 
umvorthy  of  attention.  The  increase  of 
knowledge  and  of  the  arts  of  civilization 
and  refinement,  in  modern  times,  have  esta- 
blished ideas  of  propriety  and  decency,  very 
different  from  those  which  prevailed  in  the 
rude  ages  of  antiquity.  The  scripture 
abounds  with  general  cautions  not  to  offend 
against  these  ideas.  Our  Lord  himself,  in 
many  instances,  "  paid  a  condescending 
regard  to  the  genius  and  customs    of  the 


people  among  wlioni    he   lived  ;"  and   his 
apostles  after  him,  have   enjoined    it  iipou 
christians   to  provide  thi/igs  hojiest  and  de- 
cent  in  the  sight   of  all  meiij  and   to   give 
none  offenee,  either  to  Jexv  or  Geiiiile,   or  to 
the  ehurch  of  God.     Baptism  hy  immersion, 
might  not,  perhaps,  eighteen  hundred  years 
ago,  be  otR'nsive  in  Judea,  nor  can  we  say 
that  it  w'ouUl  disgust  the  uncultivated  and 
unclothed    inhabitants    of     the    south    of 
Africa  even  now,  but  it  is  certain,  that  the 
custom  of   plunging  mixed  multitudes  of 
men  and  women,  either  in  thin  vestments, 
or  in  tlieir  usual  dress,  is  deemed  indecorous 
by  most   peoj)le    accustomed  to   polished" 
manners.     If  St.  Paul,  referring  to  tlie  cus- 
toms then  prevailing  in  the  cities  of  Greece, 
pronounced  it   uncomeli/  for  a  w^oman  to  be 
seen  worshipping  God,   uncovered y  *' pro-- 
fessing  christians  in  general,  and  women  in 
particular,    should  see  to  it  that  they  have 
the  autliority   of  an  express  command  of 
Christ,  before  they  submit  to  be  thus  plung- 
ed  in  water,  with  all  the   solemnity  of  a 
christian  institution,"  in   tlie  presence  of  a 
congregation  consisting  of  both  sexes  and 
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of  all  characters,  lest  they  offend  some, 
and  give  occasion  to  others  to  speak  evil 
of  the  gospel  and  of  its  divine  Author. 

But  where  will  they  find  his  express 
command,  so  necessary  to  their  justifica- 
tion, and  to  the  support  of  their  character 
for  modesty  and  delicacy  of  manners  ?  For 
myself  I  can  safely  say,  that  I  have  never 
met  with  it,  though  it  be  now  more  than 
thirty  years  since  I  began  the  habit  of  read- 
ing the  scriptures  in  their  original  lan- 
guages. Every  person  who  has  the  like 
acquaintance  Mdth  them,  well  knows  that 
the  Greek  word  for  baptism,  signifies  any 
kind  of  washing,  by  sprinkling  and  affu- 
sion, as  often,  if  not  much  oftener,  than  by 
dipping.  The  primitive  word  of  which  it 
is  derived,  is  used  in  the  Septuaglnt  trans- 
lation of  the  Old  Testament,  to  denote  the 
falling  of  the  dew  upon  Nebuchadnezzar. 
What  we  read  ^*  was  zvet  with  the  dew  of 
lieaven,"  is  there,  baptized  with  the  dew  of 
heaven.  Of  the  Israelites,  it  is  said, 
1  Corinthians  x.  2.  that  they  "  were  all  bap- 
tized  unto  Moses  in  the  cloud,  and  in  the 
sea/'    If  these  words  have  any  reference  to 
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water  baptism,  they  surely  cannot  mean  that 
IMoscs  plunged  all  the  millious   of  people 
wlioni   he  led  forth  out  of  Egypt^     Tliis, 
indeed,  was  true  of  the  Egyptian  host  pur- 
suing after  them,  when  tlie  floods  returned 
upon  them,   the  depths  covered  them,  and 
they  sank,  as  lead,  in  the  mighty   waters. 
But,  of  the  Israelites,  it  is  said,  they  walked 
upon  dry  land  in  the  midst  of  the  sea.     The 
only  way  therefore,   in  which  they  could 
have   been    baptized,  must  have   been  by 
their  receiving  a  sprinkling  from  the  cloud, 
hovering  over    them,  or  a  spray  from  the 
waters    standing,  as  a  wall,  on  each  side  of 
them.     In  Mark  vii.  4.   we  read,    *' When 
they  (the  Pharisees)  come  from  the  market, 
except  they  wash,''  (in  the  Greek,  be  baptiz- 
ed)  "  they  eat  not."    This  is  mentioned  in 
order  to  account  for  their   complaining  of 
our  Lord's  disciples  ybr  eating    bread  with 
unwashen  hands.     In  the  language  of  scrip- 
ture therefore,  a  man  is  said  to  be  baptized 
when  his  hands  only  are  washed  ;  and  what 
the  Jewish  mode  of  washing  the  hands  was, 
we  may  learn  from  what  is  said  of  Elisha, 
that  he  poured  water  upon  the  hands  of  Eli- 
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jah.  If  pouring  water  upon  the  hands,  be 
baptism  in  the  scripture  sense,  can  our 
Baptist  hrethren  tell  us,  why  pouring  it 
upon  the  face  may  not  be  so  too  ?  It  is  ad- 
ded concerning  the  Pharisees,  in  the  pas- 
sage now  cited  ''And  many  other  things 
they  hold,  as  the  rvashings  (in  the  Greek  the 
baptizings)  of  cups,  and  pots,  brazen  vessels 
and  of  tables."  No\r,  as  these  baptizings, 
both  of  their  hands,  and  of  their  common 
utensils,  and  the  furniture  of  their  houses, 
were  performed  as  religious  ceremonies,  we 
have  the  highest  reason  to  believe  that  they 
were  done  by  sprinkling  ;  for  this  is  the 
mode  expressly  required  for  accidental  un- 
cleannesses  in  Numb.  xix.  18.  *' A  clean 
person  shall  take  hyssop,  and  dip  it  in  wa- 
ter, and  sprinkle  it  upon  the  tent,  and  upon 
all  the  vessels,  and  upon  the  persons  that 
were  there,  and  upon  him  that  touched  a 
bone,  or  one  slain,  or  one  dead,  or  a  grave.'* 
In  cleansing  the  leper  also,  the  priest  was 
directed  to  *'  sprinkle  upon  him  seven 
times."  By  sprinkling  too,  persons  and 
things  were  consectated  to  the  service  of 
God.  Thus   **  Moses  took  the  anointing  oil, 
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;mcl  anointed  the  tabernacle,  and  all  that 
was  therein,  to  sanctify  them.''  And  "  he 
sprinkled  thereof  upon  the  alter  seven  times 
— and  poured  it  upon  Aaron's  head, — to 
sanctify  him."  The  same  ceremony  was 
observed  with  tlie  blood  of  the  sacrifice  : 
*'  ^Nloses  sprinkled  it  upon  the  altar  round 
about,  and  took  Aaron  and  his  sons,  and 
put  of  tlie  blood  upon  the  tip  of  their  right 
ear,  the  tliumbs  of  their  right  hands,  and 
tlie  great  toes  of  their  right  feet/'  The  co- 
venant between  God  and  his  people  was 
also  ratified  by  sprinkling  :  *^  He  took  the 
blood  of  calves  and  of  goats,  with  water 
and  scarlet  wool,  and  hyssop,  and  spi^inkled 
both  the  book  and  all  the  people  ; — he 
sprinkled  likewise  both  the  tabernacle,  and 
all  tlie  vessels  of  the  ministry."  Now 
these  divers  sprinklings  are,  in  Heb.  ix.  10. 
called  divers  baptisms.  In  our  translation, 
the  words  are  divers  zvashingSyhwt  in  the 
Greek,  divers  baptisms.  The  assertion  there- 
fore, S0  often  repeated  and  so  strenuously 
maintained,  ''  that  sprinkling  is  not  bap- 
tizing," is,  in  direct  terms,  a  contradiction 
of  the  word  of  God.     According  to  our 


Baptist  brethren,  the  author  of  the  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews  ought  **  not  to  have  used 
the  word  baptisms,  unless  the  people,  the 
book  of  the  law,  and  the  tabernacle  itself, 
had  been  dipped  in  the  blood  or  in  water. 
He  has  however  called  them  baptisms, 
though  they  were  only  sprinkled  ;  and 
therefore  we  not  only  may,  but  ought  to 
call  sprinkling  baptizing."  It  will,  I  believe, 
be  difficult  to  find  a  single  passage  in  scrip- 
ture, which  so  fully  authorizes  us  to  give 
the]name  to  immersion.  At  present,  I  am  un- 
able to  recollect  a  single  sentence  in  the  whole 
Bible,  in  which  immersion  is  the  certain 
and  express  meaning  of  the  word  baptism. 
As  for  those  examples  of  baptisms  re- 
corded in  scripture,  which  are  supposed 
to  have  been  administered  by  immersion, 
they  are  not  related  in  sucli  a  manner  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  doubt  with  respect  to  the 
mode.  ^Vc  read,  indeed,  in  our  English 
translation,  that,  ^*  Jesus  was  baptized  by 
John  in  Jordan ;  and  then  came  up  out  of 
the  water; — and  that  the  eunuch  went 
down  into  the  water  with  Philip,  and 
when  he  was  baptized,  they  came  up  oat 
of   the  water."     But    whoever  is    capable 


of  reading  these  passages  in  tlic  ori- 
ginal Greek,  must  know  tliat  they  might, 
with  equal  propriety,  have  been  rendered, — - 
*^  They  went  down  to — were  baptized  at 
— and  came  up  //•o?;^,  the  water/'  Or,  ad- 
mitting that  they  stepped  into  the  water, 
still  this  is  no  proof  that  they  were  plunged 
in  it.  In  those  warm  regions,  they  might 
step  into  the  edge  of  the  water,  when  the 
design  was  only  to  sprinkle  or  pour  a  hand- 
ful of  water  on  the  face. 

Great  stress  is  laid  upon  John's  baptizing 
in  or  at  Jordan.  By  the  way,  however,  it 
ought  to  be  remembered  that  his  baptism 
\vas  not  the  ordinance  afterward  instituted 
hy  Christ,  nor  was  it  administered  in  his 
name.  Its  main  intention  was  to  denote 
the  repentance  and  reformation  necessary 
to  prepare  the  people  for  his  speedy  recep- 
tion. As  John  was  of  the  line  of  the  priests, 
and  accustomed  to  the  observances  pecu- 
liarly enjoined  upon  them,  we  are  led  to 
suppose  that  he  might  take  the  hint  for 
baptizing  at  a  river  or  current  of  water, 
from  an  order  in  the  Levitical  law,  to 
sprinkle  the  leper  over  running  xvater  in  or- 
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der  to  his  cleansing.  But,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
said,  that  John  baptized  in  Enon,  because 
there  zvas  much  water  there,  it  has  been 
concluded  that  he  did  it  by  immersion. 
This  however  seems  to  be  a  hasty  conclu- 
sion, supported  by  no  other  circumstance 
but  the  mention  of  much  zvater.  The  words 
might  be  rendered  many  streams  or  7^ivulets, 
Accordingly  travellers,  who  have  examined 
the  spot,  report  that  "  they  consist  of 
springs  and  a  brook  that  a  man  might  step 
over."  It  is  not  said  that  John  chose  this 
situation  for  the  convenience  of  plunging 
his  hearers.  This  is  mere  conjecture  ;  and 
if  we  attend  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
history,  we  may  conjecture  another  reason, 
in  my  view,  more  probable.  The  greater 
part  of  John  s  life  was  spent  in  the  solitude 
of  a  dry  and  barren  wilderness  ;  and  when 
he  entered  on  his  public  ministration,  there 
went  out  to  him  Jerusalem  and  alljudea^  and 
all  the  region  round  about  Jordan,  This 
description  gives  us  the  idea  of  vast  mul- 
titudes, not  only  from  the  metropolis,  but 
from  many  other  cities,  towns,  and  villages, 
throughout  the  land,  travelling  on  mules, 
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asses,  camels,  and  all  the  various  beasts  of 
cariiasfc.  In  a  coiiiitrv  where  the  inhal)i- 
tants  were  so  frequently  distressed  For  the 
"vvant  of  water,  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  John  should  meet  this  immense  con- 
course of  people  in  a  situation  like  that  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Enon,  whose  many 
streams,  in  that  sultry  climate,  might  serve 
for  their  refreshment.  As  thousands  were 
continually  flocking  in,  and  as  those  who 
liad  come  from  a  distance  would  probably 
tarry  some  days,  had  there  not  been  much 
'.cater  in  the  place,  they  w^ould  presently 
liave  been  in  danger  of  suffering.  We  may 
now  appeal  to  the  common  sense  of  any 
person,  whose  mind  is  not  blinded  by  pre- 
judice, whether  this  be  not  a  more  natural 
and  probable  account  for  the  mention  of 
much  xcatcr,  than  that  which  would  re]) re- 
sent John  as  standing  up  to  his  waste  iu  a 
river  from  morning  to  night,  and  this,  day 
after  day,  plunging,  a  mixed  iiiultitude  of 
all  ages  and  sexes;  Did  he  plunge  them 
naked  ?  or  did  he  send  them  home  drip- 
ping in  their  clothes  ?  or  did  they  bring 
change  of  raiment  from  home  with  them, 
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though,  ill  all  probability,  few  of  them  had 
any  thought  of  being  baptized^  till  after 
they  had  heard  him  preach  ?  The  history 
is  totally  silent  with  respect  to  all  these 
suppositions  ;  and,  in  my  view,  to  believe 
either  of  them,  is  contrary  to  common  sense 
and  common  decency,  and  even  carries  a 
reflection  upon  sacred  scripture. 

There  is  an  expression,  occuring  once  or 
twice  in  the  writings  of  St.  Paul,  which 
seems  to  liave  full  possession  of  the  ima- 
gination of  our  Baptist  brethren,  and  ren- 
ders them  positive  that  immersion  was  the 
primitive  mode  of  baptism.  It  is  found  in 
Romans  vi.  4.  *'  We  are  buried  witli  him 
by  baptism  into  death ;"  and  again  in  Colos- 
sians  ii.  12.  ^^  Buried  with  \\\m\n  baptism, 
wherein  also  ye  are  risen  witlr  liim  through 
the  faith. "  But  in  order  to  infer  immersion 
from  these  texts,  they  should  first  prove 
that  baptism  was  instituted  as  a  memorial 
of  Christ's  burial  and  resurrection  ;  and 
when  they  have  proved  this,  they  ought  to 
administer  it  after  the  Eucharist  which  ce- 
lebrates his  death,  and  repeat  the  one  as 
often  as  they  do  the  other :  Foi",  no  reason 
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can  be  assigned,  why   we  sliould  comme- 
morate the  death  of  Christ  every  montli  or 
two,  and  liis  burial    and    resurrection    but 
once  in  our  lives.     Into  such  absurdities  do 
people   precipitate  themselves  by  suffering 
their  imaginations  to  become  the  interpre- 
ters of  scripture.     If  they  would    Jay   their 
fancies  aside,  and  let  their  reason  judge  of 
the  meaning  of  these  texts,  they  would,  at 
once,  see  that,  in  them,  there  is  no  allusiori 
to  any -mode  of  baptism.     In  each  of  these 
passages,    the  apostle   is    treating-   of  that 
great  moral  change,  which  consists  in  put- 
ting off  the  old  man  with  his  lusts,  dying 
unto  sin,  and  reviving  unto   righteousness, 
into  a  new  and  holy  life  resembling  that  of 
Christ.     As  the  principles    of    tliis   great 
change  originate   in  the  washing  of  regene- 
ration and  the  i^euewing  of  the  Holij  Ghost  f 
as,  by  their  baptism,  believers  profess  such 
an  inward  renovation  to  have  passed  upon 
their  hearts,  and  receive  that  ordinance  aS 
a  sign   and   seal  of  it;  for  this  reason,  the 
apostle  mentions  their  baptism  as  what  had 
laid  them  under  obligation  to  cease   from 
their  old  evil  habits  and  corrupt  conversa- 
d2 
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tion  as  entirely,  as  they  who  are  buried 
cease  from  among  the  living.  In  tlie  same 
sense  in  which  we  are  said  to  be  biirkd  with 
Christ  in  baptism,  we  are  also  said  to  be 
crucijicd  witli  Christ,  to  die  and  to  rise 
with  Christ.  All  these  expressions  refer 
to  the  same  thing,  our  being  created  anew 
in  Christ  unto  good  works  ;  and  this  is  what 
our  baptism  denotes.  Its  mode  of  admi- 
nistration, therefore,  refers  as  much  to  the 
crucifixion  and  death  of  Christ,  as  to  his 
burial ;  but,  in  reality,  has  no  direct  allu- 
sion to  either. 

Having  considered  some  of  those  exam- 
ples of  baptism  and  passages  of  scripture, 
which  have  been  thought  the  most  favour- 
able to  immersion  ;  I  shall  now  set  before 
you  some  others,  in  which  the  probability 
il|s  evidently  against  that  mode.  In  Acts  ii. 
41,  we  read,  Then  theij  that  gladly  received 
his  word  were  baptized :  and  the  same  day 
4 here  xcere  added  unto  them  about  three  thou- 
sand souls.  This  was  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
on  which  the  Holy  Ghost  was  poured  forth 
upon  the  apostles,  and  they  began  to  speak 
in    difterent   tongue?.     It  was  at  a  grand 
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^^stlval,  ^vhcn  Jerusalem  was  lillecl  with 
foreign  JeNvs,  proselytes  and  strangers  from 
all  the  different  countries  and  nations  into 
Avhich  the  Israelites  had  been  dispersed. 
The  report  of  what  had  happened  to  tlic 
apostles,  coUeeted  a  great  assembly,  who 
came  running  together,  astonished  at  hear- 
ing  tlicmselves  addressed  by  apparently  un- 
learned men,  in  each  of  those  different  lan- 
guages which  were  peculiar  to  their  re- 
spective countries.  At  length,  Peter  so 
gained  the  general  attention  as  to  deliver 
along  discourse.  The  effect  of  it  was,  the 
conversion  of  about  three  thousand  of  this 
mixed  multitude,  who  were  all  immediately 
baptized.  Now,  they  who  think  that  it 
was  done  by  immersion,  should  inform  us, 
where  the  apostles  found,  conveniences  for 
the  purpose  in  the  midst  of  an  hostile  cit}' ; 
how  they  guarded  against  the  tumult  ar^d 
danger  to  which  such  a  proceidure  must  have 
exposed  them  in  the  presence  of  an  assem-' 
bled  nation,  the  bulk  of  whom,  andall  their 
rulers,  civil  and  religious,  \ve\:c  violent  op- 
posers  ;  and  if  plunging  men  and  women 
naked,  would  have   been    indecent,    tlu-y 
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should  also  inform  us,  by  what  means  these 
new  converts,  the  most  of  w  horn  were  pro- 
bably strangers  from  distant  parts,  provid- 
ed themselves,  at  so  short  a  warning,  with 
suitable  changes  of  apparel ;  and  lastly, 
how  the  twelve  apostles,  the  work  being 
distributed  among  them,  got  through  the 
labour  of  plunging  several  hundreds  apiece, 
after  having  received  a  confession  of  faith 
from  each  of  them  ;  and  all  this  in  one  day, 
which  dav  seems  to  have  been  far  advanced 
before  any  of  this  business  was  entered 
upon.  Until  these  difficulties  and  impro- 
babilities can  be  cleared  up,  we  shall  con- 
tinue to  believe  that  the  three  thousand 
w^ere  baptized  in  a  way  more  expeditious 
than  by  that  of  immersion. 

In  Acts  ix.  3  7,  18,  19,  we  thus  read, 
''  AnnaniaS  went  his  v/ay,  and  entered  intf> 
the  hous^  ;  and  putting  his  hands  on  him, 
^said.  Brother  ^ul,  the  Lord,  even  Jesus^ 
t^iat  appcari^d  wuto  thee  in  the  v/ay,  hath 
sent  me,  that  thm  mightest  receive  thy 
sight,  and  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 
And  immediately  inhere  fell  from  his  eyes  as 
it  had  been  scales,    ;4nd  ]k  received  sight 
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fortliwitli,    and    arose    and   was    baptized. 
And  when   he  had   received  meat,   he  was 
strengthened."     Is  tliere  a    single  circum^ 
stance  in  this  account  of  Saul's  baptism,that 
would    lead    one    to   suspect  that  he  was 
plunged?     Does  not  the  whole  transaction 
appear  to   have  passed  in  the  house  where 
he  lodged,  and  in  a  very  short  time?  Three 
days  had  elapsed  since  he   had  lain   Idind, 
astonished,  and,    beyond  conception,   agi- 
tated in  mind  ;  during  which  space  of  three 
days,  he  had  neither  ate   nor  drank.  Worn 
down  by  so  long  fasting  and  by  consterna- 
tion of  mind,  equally  weakening  and  wear- 
ing to  the  spirits,  we  may  reasonably  sup- 
pose that   by  this   time,   he   had  scarcely 
strength  to  raise  himself  up  in  his  bed;  and 
as  his  baptism  is   expressly  mentioned   as 
previous  to  his  receiving  any  refreshment, 
is  it  probable    that  Annanias  would  have 
taken  him,   in  his  present   exhausted  and 
debiliated  condition,  out  to  a  river  or  pond, 
or  in  any  other  way  subjected  him  to  the 
shock  of    immersion  ?     They  who   make 
such  strange  suppositions  to  supply  what  is 
not  hinted  at  in  scripture,  must,  I  think, 
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conceive  of  the  apostles  and  first  christians 
as  beings  very  different  from  what  reason- 
able men  are  found  to  be  in  modern  times. 
Equally  improbable  is  it  that  the  jailor 
and  his  household,  mentioned  in  Acts  xvi. 
were  baptized  by  immersion.  For  this 
seems  to  have  been  done  in  the  middle  of 
the  night.  The  apostles,  Paul  and  Sjlas, 
had  been  committed  to  his  custody.  Hav- 
ing received  a  charge  unusually  strict,  he 
thrust  them  into  the  inner  prison,  and  made 
their  feet  fast  in  the  stocks.  At  midnight, 
a  great  earthquake  shook  the  prison  to  its 
foundations ;  all  the  dooj^s  jltxv  open,  and 
every  one's  bands  tvere  loosed.  The  keeper 
awoke  in  great  fright,  and  was  about  to 
dispatch  himself.  But  when  he  perceived 
that  the  prisoners  had  not  made  their  es- 
cape, nor  were  disposed  to  attempt  it,  his 
opinion  of  them  was  suddenly  altered.  A 
very  different  concern  took  possession  of 
his  mind.  Having,  brought  them  out  of 
the  dungeon,  or  from  what  is  called  the 
inner  prison,  with  the  deepest  humility,  he 
inquired  of  them  the  way  of  salvation. 
They  directed  him  to  faith  in  Christ,  and, 
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says  the  history  *'  spake  unto  liiin  the 
word  of  tlie  Lord,  and  to  all  that  were  iu 
iiis  lioiise.  And  lie  took  them  tlie  same 
hour  of  the  night,  and  washed  their  stripes ; 
and  w  as  baptized,  he  and  all  his,  straight- 
way." Is  there  a'  single  hint  in  this  ac- 
count which  can  give  us  the  idea  of  im- 
mersion ?  Nay,  with  what  eyes  must  thei/ 
look  at  this  passage  of  scripture,  who  can 
see  the  jailor  with  his  whole  family,  and  his 
prisoners,  whom  lie  was  charged  to  keep 
at  his  peril,  and  whose  backs  were  covered 
with  blood  and  wounds  from  their  severe 
scourging — having  been  beaten  with  rods, 
and  received  many  stripes  but  a  few  hours 
before; — all  this  company  thus  circums- 
tanced, turning  out  at  midnight,  groping 
their  way  in  the  dark,  or  going  with  lan- 
terns, or  torches,  to  a  river  or  pool,  no  one 
knows  where — through  a  city,  just  waked 
up  by  a  great  earthquake,  and  the  streets 
probably  filled  with  the  terrified  inhabit- 
ants ?  Would  Paul  and  Silas  have  done 
such  a  thing  ?  As  was  observed  before 
guch  representations  make  the  apostles  to 
have  acted  a  strange  and    unaccountable 
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part,  inconsistent  not  only  with  reason  and 
common  sense,  but  with  themselves  ;  for 
we  find,  in  the  morning,  that  they  refused 
to  leave  the  prison,  till  the  magistrates 
came  themselves  to  take  them  out.  How 
absurd,  then,  is  the  supposition  of  their 
having  gone  abroad  in  the  night,  to  plunge 
their  converts  ?  Do  not  all  the  circums- 
tances mentioned  in  the  history,  tend 
strongly  to  confirm  us  in  the  belief  that 
the  jailor  and  his  family  were  baptized  by 
sprinkling  or  affusion  ? 

That  this  was  the  mode  in  which  the 
ordinance  was  administered  to  Cornelius 
and  his  friends,  we  have  already  shown  the 
language  of  the  text  to  be  a  proof  nearly 
as  decisive,  as  it  would  have  been  if 
the  very  word  sprinkliyig  had  been  used. 
As  these  persons  are  represented  as  baptized 
in  the  place  where  they  were  then  assem- 
bled ;  so,  there  is  not  a  single  instance 
among  all  the  numerous  baptisms  mentioned 
in  scripture,  of  a  person's  going  from  the 
place  where  he  happened  to  be  when  he 
requested  it,  to  any  river,  stream,  pool  or 
bath^  in  order  to  his  receiving  the  ordi- 
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be  baptized  in  or  at  any  river,  or  other  col- 
lection of  water,  were  by  such  waters  at 
tlie  time  when  they  first  offered  themselves 
to  baptism.  If,  upon  any  occasion,  there 
was  more  water  than  would  have  been  ne- 
cessary for  sprinkling,  this  was  a  matter  of 
mere  accident,  and  not  a  circumstance  that 
was  ever  sought  after,  or  the  least  pains 
taken  to  obtain.  But  had  immersion  been 
the  universal  practice,  and  essential  to  the 
due  administration  of  the  ordinance  in  all 
ages  and  climates  ;  is  it  credible  that  all 
the  writers  of  the  New  Testament  should 
have  observed  such  profound  silence  on  the 
subject  ?  They  might  have  insisted  upon 
it  in  terms  so  explicit,  that  no  honest  in- 
quirer could  have  mistook  their  meaning. 
On  the  contrary,  they  have  actually  recom- 
mended sprinkling  in  the  representations 
which  they  have  given  us  of  the  things 
signified  by  baptism.  These  principally 
consist  in  our  justification  through  faith  in 
the  blood  of  Christ,  and  in  oursanctification 
by  his  Spirit. 

With  respect  to  the  former,  we  read  that 
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Jesus  Christ  hath  ^cashed  us  from  our  sins 
in  his  ozvn  blood.  Asa  token  of  our  being 
thus  washed,  we  are  directed  to  wash  with 
water  in  baptism,  Now,  xvhy  tarriest  thou  ? 
says  Annan i  as  to  Saul  ;  arise  and  he  baptiz* 
ed,  and  wash  axcay  thy  sins.  That  blood, 
by  wliich  we  are  washed,  and  which  ac- 
tually cleanses  from  all  sin,  Is  with  reference 
to  its  application  to  belivers,  expressly  cal- 
led the  blood  of  sprinldijig.  It  was  of  old 
typified  by  the  blood  of  the  paschal  lamb, 
sprinkled  on  the  houses  of  the  Israelites  in 
Egypt,  for  their  protection  from  the  angel 
of  death.  It  was  also  typified  by  the 
sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  all  the  numerous 
sacrifices  under  the  law.  *'  If,"  says  the 
writer  to  the  Hebrews,  '^  the  blood  of  bulls 
and  of  goats,  and  the  aslies  of  an  heifer 
sprinkling  the  unclean,  sanctifieth  to  the 
purifying  of  the  flesh  ;  how  much  more 
shall  the  blood  of  Christ  purge  your  cons- 
cience from  dead  v.  orks  r"  Again  in  1  Peter 
i.  %  christians  are  mentioned  as  "  elected 
through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  and 
sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ." 
Can  any  tell  us,  or  is  it  possible  for  any  to 
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imagine,  why  the  application  ot  the  blood 
of  Clirist  to  bchcvers  was,  under  the  law, 
typified  by  such  manifold  sprinklings  ;  and 
in  the  gospel  is  thus  repeatedly  called  the 
blood  oj  sprinklings  unless  it  be  in  allusion 
to  baptism,  its  sign  and  seal  ? 

In.  regard  to  the  other  part  of  our   salva- 
tion by  Christ — our  sanctification  by  his 
Spirit;  in  what  forms  of  speech  is  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  for  this  purpose,    set 
forth  ?     In  what  part  of  the  Bible  will  you 
find  the  uncouth  language  of  plunging  or 
or  dipping  into  the  Holy  Ghost,  or  words 
of  alike  confused  and  unintelligible  import? 
Yet  we  know  that  baptism  is  the  outward 
sign  of  regeneration,  of  t/ie  renciving  of  the 
Holy  Ghosts  which,  says  the  apostle,  he  shed 
on    us    abundantly   through  Jesus    Christ, 
Sheddingy  pouring  out^  or  sprinklings  are  the 
usual  terms  by  which  the  donation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  christians  is  expressed.  Thus, 
in  our  context,  07i  the  Gentiles  was  poured 
out  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.     The  lan- 
guage  also  of  the  many  promises  in  the 
Old  Testament,  foretelling  this  blessing,  is 
not,    *'  I  will  dip  or  plunge  you  in  clean 
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wat^r,  and  ye  shall  be  clean  ;' — but^  *^  I 
will  sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you  and  ye 
shall  be  clean." — ''  My  servant,  (meaning 
the  Messiah)  shall  sprinkle  many  nations." 
*^  I  v^'iWpour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirsty.'* 
*^  I  wWlpour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and 
my  blessing  upon  thine  offspring."  Do 
our  Baptist  brethren  inquire  after  our 
scripture  M-arrant  for  sprinkling  ?  Are  not 
■the  many  passages  of  scripture  now  men- 
tioned, and  many  others,  of  similar  import, 
which  might  be  mentioned,  warrant  suffi- 
cient, full  and  ample,  as  we  could  wisli  ? 

*'  Some  are  fond  of  being  baptized  by 
immersion,  because  in  that  form  only  the 
whole  body  is  washed  with  water. — How, 
say  they,  can  it  be  said  that  a  person  is 
baptized  with  water,  when  only  a  little 
water  has  been  sprinkled  or  poured  upon 
his  face?  We  may  answer  this  question  by 
proposing  another,  viz.  How  could  the 
apostles  be  said  to  be  baptized  with  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  with  hre,  when  the  celes- 
tial fire  rested  only  upon  their  heads  ?  We 
have  anaccount  of  that  event  in  Acts  ii.  3. 
There    appeared   unto  them  cloven  tongues 
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John  the  forerunner  of  Clnlst,  forctellintjj 
that  descent  of  the  Spirit,  says,  '*!  indeed 
l)aptize  you  with  water  unto  repentance  ; 
but  he  tliat  comet h  ai"ter  nie,  sliall  baptize 
you  w  ith  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  ihw^^ 
If  tliose  were  baptized  with  fire,  upon 
whose  lieads  only  the  fue  rested,  those' are 
(tjually  baptized  with  water,  who  have 
water  sprinkled  or  poured  upon  their  fxices 
r.xaniine  the  words  of  John  in  both  senses. 
If  you  suppose  them  alluding  to  immersion, 
yon  explain  them  thus  :  yh  I  baptize  ymt 
tuito  repentance  h\j  plunging  you  in  the  zcatcr, 
so  fie  that  comet h  after  7ne,  shall  baptize  yon 
xvlth  the  Holy  Ghost  by  pouring  it,  in  the 
likeness  of  cloven  1 077 gues  cf  fire^  upon  your 
heads. — But  consider  him  as  alludinii;  totlie 
custom  of  baptizing,  by  pouring  water  uj)on 
the  head  or  face,  his  language  is  *'  As  I 
pour  water  up.')n  you  in  my  baptism,  so 
shall  Jesus,  ere  long,  baptize  you  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  pouring  it  down  upon  you 
as  in  streanis  of  fire.'' — We  need  not  ask 
which  is  the  most  natural  construction  of 
the  words?  But  there  is  reason  to  ask, 
why  should  any  require  the  plunging  of 
E  2 
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the    whole   body   in    baptism  r     We  have 
searched  the  New  Testament,  from  begin- 
ning to  end,    without   fmding  any  certain 
proof  of  eitlicr  precept  or  example  to  en- 
force the  requisition.     Hut  we   have  found, 
in  answer  to  Peter's  request  to   be  washed 
all  over,  not   his  feet  only,  but  his  hands 
and  his  head,  our  Lord  saying,   Jie  that   is 
ivashedj    i.    e.   spiritually,    by  regeneration 
and    the   renewing   of    the  Holy    Ghost, 
iieedeth   not,  save  to  wash  his  feet,   but   is 
dean   ever  if  uhit  ; — words  which,  if  con- 
sidered as  referring  to  baptism,  are   con- 
clusive against  the  need  of  a  total  immer- 
sion.    They   probably    led    Peter,    many 
years  after,  when  having  said,  Baptism  doth 
voxv  save  us,  to  add  the  following  explana- 
tion, 7iot  the  putting  axvaij  of  the  filth  of  the 
fleshy  but  the   answer  of  a  good  conscience 
towards  God.     The   ifitter   is  the  baptism 
which  saves  us,  and  this  indeed  is  essential- 
ly  necessary,  without    which,  the  former 
baptism  in  any  mode,  and  every  other  ordi- 
nance, will  avail  us  not^iing.     They   upon 
whose  minds  this   truth  is   duly  impressed, 
and  who   have    a  proper  concern  about  the 
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things  signified  by  baptism,  will  not,  I 
think,  be  very  scrupulous  about  the  mode 
or  form  of  its  administration. 

The  stress  which  our  Ikiptist  brctlireu- 
appear  to  lay  upon  this,  and  their  narrow 
and  uncharitable  spirit  manifested  in  ex- 
cluding all  other  christians  from  their  com- 
munion, arc,  in  my  view,  their  greatest  and 
least  excusable  mistakes.  Doth  water  com- 
mend  us  to  God  r  Are  we  to  be  saved  or 
lost  according  as  a  greater  or  less  quantity 
of  this  element  has  been  used  in  our  bap-^ 
tism  ?  Or  does  the  discrimination  consist 
in  our  being  dipped  in  it,  or  having  it 
poured  or  sprinkled  upon  us  ?  Is  this  a 
difterence  of  so  momentous  a  nature,  ot' 
such  solemn  importance,  as  to  mark  thostj 
who  receive  it  in  the  one  form  as  belonsfinir 
to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  to  the  exclusion 
of  those  who  receive  it  in  the  other  ;  de- 
stroying all  brotherly  relation  between 
them,  rendering  them  incapable  of  using 
the  means  of  grace  together,  causing  the 
division  of  religious  societes,  the  breaking 
up  of  churches,  and  tlie  desertion  of  gos- 
pel-called and  regularly  ordained  pastors^ 
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Are  these  circumstances  proofs  of  a  revival 
of  religion  ?      Do  they  proceed  from   that 
Spirit,  wliose  fruits   are   love,  joy,   peace, 
long-suffering,  gentleness,  meekness?     My 
brethren,  there  is  another  and  a  very    dif- 
ferent  Spirit  which,  sometimes,  under  the 
guise  of  religion,   gets   possession  of  the 
minds  of  men,  and  renders  them  on  a  sud- 
den remarkably  zealous,  not  indeed  of  good 
works,  but   of  innovation,    for  some  new 
mode    or   form  by  which    they   think    ta 
secure  heaven  in  a  way  more  expeditious 
than  that  by  which  their  pious   ancestors 
ascended    tliither.      Beloved,    the     gospel 
warns  you  7iot  to  believe  every  spirit,   but  to 
try  the -spirits  whether  they  are  of  God  ;  for 
many  false  prophets  are  gone  out  into  the 
world.     Like    the  master    to  whom    thev 
belong,    *^  tliey  go  to  and  fro  in  tlie  earth, 
and  walk  up  and  down  in  it.     They  creep 
into  houses  and  lead    away   silly  women  ; 
throwing  darkness  upon  their  understand- 
ings, and  prejudices  and  evil  surmises  into 
their  hearts.     Their  subsistence,  as  well  as 
their  popularity,and  the  estimation  to  which 
they  aspire,  depend  upon  their  success  in 
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sowins;    discord   among  brethren,    stirring- 
up  a  party   sj)irit,    making    divisions,    and 
thereby  advancing  the  cause  of  superstition 
and  bigotry.     "  13y   tlieir  fruits  ye   shall 
know  tliem/'     Are  there  any  who    *'  would 
sour  and  leaven  your  minds  with  uncliarita- 
bleness  ;  who  would  lead    you   away  from 
the   scriptures,    to   follow  enthusiastic  im- 
pressions and  impulses  ;  who  endeavour  to 
persuade  by  noise  and  clamour,  and  fierce- 
ness, and  striking  the  passions,    instead   of 
enlightening  the    understanding  by  plain 
scripture,    and    fair    calm  reasoning;     any 
that  endeavour  to  move  men  from    their 
steadfastness,  by  flatteries,   or  censures,  by 
confidence,   by    pitying   the  blindness    of 
others,  or    boasting  of  their   own  illumi- 
nations?    Such  as  these  you  have  reason 
to  be  cautious  of  hearkening  unto.     Take 
heed  that    you   be  not   imposed  on  with 
chaff,  instead  of  wheat;  with  vain  dreams 
and  liurtful  prejudices,   instead  of  divine 
truths.     Make  the  scriptures  the  rule   of 
your  religion,   according  to   the  plain  and 
natural   interpretation  of  them  ;    and  let 
it  be  your  care  conscientiously  to  practise 
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agreeably  to  what  you  have  already  learned 
of  the  will  of  God.  This  is  a  good  pre- 
servative against  dangerous  mistakes,  and 
being  carried  about  with  divers  and  strange 
doctrines."  Jf^^ny  '^ctn  will  do  the  will  of 
God,  he  shall  hwzv  of  the  doctrinCy  xchethcr 
it  be  of  God. 
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LUKE  xviii.  13,  IC. 

And  they  brought  unto  him  also  infants,  that  he  uould 
touch  them  :  But  when  his  Disciples  saxo  it^  they  rebuked 
them.  But  Jesits  called  them  vntu  him^  and  said, 
buffer  little  Children  to  come  unto  me^  and  forbid  them 
not  J  or  of  such  U  the  kingdom  qf  God, 


IvEASON  leads  us  to  expect,  and  reve- 
lation to  believe,  the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  and  that  every  human  being  is  an  heir 
of  eternity.  This  stamps  an  inconceivable 
value  on  man.  IMillions  of  silver  and  gold, 
crowns  and  kingdoms,  and  all  the  riches 
of  the  material  creation,  are  nothing  in 
the  balance  against  a  soul  innnortal.  The 
moment  a  rational  immortal  spirit  animates 
a  human  body,  thougli  it  be  yet  in  em- 
l)ryo,  a  spark  is  kindled  that  will  never 
be  extinguished.     Yonder  sun  in   the  fir- 
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Diamenf  will,  one  cky,  sicken  and  languisli, 
and  all  his  lires  become  extinct:  The  stars 
which  gild  the  celestial  arch,  shall  fall  from 
their  orbits  and  be  lost  in  darkness  :  The 
heavens  themselves  shall  wax  old  and  pass 
awa}^  :  But  this  intellectual  spark,  kindled 
up  in  the  moral  world  by  the  breath  of 
the  Almighty,  shall  burn  on  with  undimi- 
nished, probably,  with  ever-increasing  lus- 
tre through  an  endless  duration. 

The  birth  of  an  infant  is  so  common 
and  ordinary  an  event,  that  we  hardly  deem 
it  worthy  of  notice  ;  and  In  the  eye  of 
sense,  the  littlehelpless  stranger  makes  but 
a  diminutive  appearance.  But  if  we  vie\r 
it  in  the  light  which  immortality  thro\vs 
upon  it,  if  we  consider  it  as  emerging  from 
eternal  night  into  life  without  end,  an  heir 
of  worlds  unknown,  destined  to  survive  tlie 
funeral  of  material  nature,  and  either  to  rise 
from  glory  to  glory,  by  endless  gradations 
ascending  the  scale  of  perfection  ;  or  to  sink 
from  gulf  to  gulf  in  the  bottomless  abyss 
of  misery,  according  to  the  manner  in. 
which  it  shall  acquit  itself  during  its  pas- 
sage through  this  probatioiuiry  state ;  cou- 


iidcied    ill  tliis    light,   liow   amazingly  im- 
■]Jortaiit  is  its  birth,  its  entrance  on  this  un- 
ceasing existence  !  A\'hat  must  the  thought- 
ful parent   feel,  wliile  lie  contemplates  his 
new  born  clfikl  as  tluis  beginning  its  career 
for  a  happy  or  miserable  eternity  !     Aware 
of  the  numberless  snares    and   temptation-i 
at*-ending   its    pilgrimage   in   this    strange 
country,  previous  to  its  return  to  the  great 
Father  of  Spirits,  and  conscious  of  his  own 
innnlfivMency  successfully  to   guide,    or  ef- 
fectually to  guard  it,  even   from    temporal, 
and  much  less  from  spiritual  dangers,  what 
solicitude   must    lie    feci     to    de\olve   the 
ultimate  and  principal    charge  of  it  upon 
One  mighty  to  save  ;  and,  if  possible,  en- 
gage for  it  the  protection   and  blessing  of 
Him,    who    is    able    to  keep    it    unto    life 
eternal  !     How  wise  and  rational  in   itselfj 
as  well  as   consonant  to  the  feelings  of  pa- 
rental affection,  was  the  conduct   of  those 
parents  who,  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,    thus 
brought  their   little   children  to    the  great 
Saviour  of  the  world,   imploring   for  them 
his  favour  and  blessing  ? 

Ages  before  the  coming  of  the  Messiah^ 
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lie  was  predicted  under  the  character  of  a 
Shepherd ;  a  Shepherd  so  tender  and  com- 
passionate,  that  he  would   not  only  take 
care  of  his  flock  in  general,  but  pay  a  spe- 
cial attention  to  those  whose  circumstances 
were  peculiar,  gathering  up  the  feeble  lambg 
in  his  arms,  and  carrying  them  in  his  bo- 
som.    The  narration  in   our  text  sets  be- 
fore us  the  pleasing  accomplishment  of  this 
ancient   prophecy.     The    great   and  good 
Shepherd  of  the  sheep  was  now  in  a  part  of 
the    country   where  many  of  his    chosen 
flock  resided.     So  great  was  their  venera- 
tion for   him,  that  they  not   only  brought 
their   sick  to   him  for   healing,   but   their 
babes  for  his  blessing.     As  these  little  ones 
were  as  yet  incapable  of  being   instructed 
by  Christ,  his  disciples  opposed   their  be- 
ing presented  to  him,    from    an  apprehen- 
sion, perhaps,  that  they  might  be  trouble- 
some to  their  master.     Eut  though  infants 
could  receive  no  present  instruction,  they 
were  capable  of  his   blessing,  and  were  as 
much  the  objects  of  his  redemption  as  their 
parents,   or    as    the    disciples   themselves. 
For  this   reason,  our   Lord  was  indignant, 
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much  displeased,  says  tlie  evangelist  Mark, 
at  this  conduct  of  his  disciples,  and  rebuked 
them.  lie  frequently  corrected  their  mis- 
takes, but  seldom  with  more  pointed  disap- 
probation, than  when  they  would  have 
kept  little  children  from  him,  or  discouraged 
their  dedication  to  him.  Suffer  them  to 
comCy  says  he,  a?fd  forbid  tJiem  not ;  and 
then  goes  on  to  assign  a  reason  wliy  he 
would  liavc  them  thus  come  or  brouQ-ht 
to  him,  a  reason  which  ought  to  silenciG 
every  objection,  and  for  ever  prevent  any 
future  exception  against  them,  for  of  such 
is  the  kijigdom  of  God, 

In  these  words,  we  behold  tlie  great 
Head  of  the  church  numbering  little  chil- 
dren among  the  subjects  of  his  kingdom  ; 
we  hear  him  declaring  their  title  to  all  tlie 
privileges  of  his  church,  either  in  its  state 
of  grace  on  earth,  or  in  its  state  of  glory 
in  heaven.  If  the  latter  should  be  un- 
derstood by  the  kingdojyi  of  God^  still  it 
presupposes  an  interest  in  the  former. 
The  extent  of  this  grant  is  also  worthy  of 
our  grateful  notice.  It  is  not  limited  to 
tlie    few   children   then   present,  but    ex- 
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tended  to  all  like  tlieni,  in  every  age  and 
nation  ;  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  God. 
In  Jolmiii.  5.  we  are  most  solemnly  assured 
that  not  one  of  our  lapsed  race  can  be  the 
subject  of  this  kingdom,  unless  he  be  re- 
generated by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  water  ; 
Veinly,  "oevily^  I  say  unto  you,  except  a  man 
(in  the  Greek,  any  one)y  be  born  of  xvater 
and  of  the  Spirit^  he  cannot  enter  the  kingdom 
of  God,  The  certain  inference  then  is,  that 
in  pronouncing  infants  the  subjects  of  his 
kingdom,  our  Lord  has  pronounced  them  the 
subjects  of  the  regenerating  influence  of  his 
spirit,  and  of  tlie  washing  of  water  in  bap- 
tism as  the  outward  sign  of  such  an  inward 
influence.  When  he  said,  concerning  little 
children,  oj  such  is  the  kingdom  of  God,  he 
implicitly  declared  his  will  that  they 
should  be  baptized.  Authorized  by  this, 
and  innumerable  other  passages  of  scripture, 
in  which  their  seed  are  represented  as  in- 
cluded in  the  covenant  made  with  them- 
selves, christian  parents  have  the  unspeak- 
able satisfaction  of  looking  upon  their 
infant  offspring  as  born  the  subjects  of 
Christ's  kingdom,  and  as  such  they  bring 
them  to  baptism,    the  ordinance  by  which 
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Christ    requires    liis   su])jccts  to  be  di^tiu- 
guishecl  trom  tlie  rest  of  tlie  world.     To  the 
feehngs  of  pious    parents,    how  consoling, 
how  transportingly  joyful   is  the  opening 
of  this  prospect  in  favour  of  tlicir  offspring? 
Next  to  the  hope  of  their  own   salvation, 
nothing   can  be    to    them  the   ground  of 
more    abundant   tliankfulness    to   God,  of 
more    overflowing    gratitude    to    the   Re- 
deemer.    Is  there,   however,  a  sect  of  our 
fellow  cliristians  wlio  take  the  place  of  the 
erring  disciples  on  this  occasion,  and,  with 
airs    and  looks  of  disapprobation,   attempt 
to  hinder  the  dedication  of  our  little  ones 
to  that  Saviour  who  so  kindly  invites  theni 
to  him,   and    so  graciously^  calls    them  his 
subjects  ?     Would    they  dissuade   us  from 
applying  the  seal  of  the  covenant  to   those 
whom  the  great  Mediator  of  the   covenant 
has  thus  explicitly  included  in  it  ?    When, 
in  obedience  to  the  command  of  the  great 
Shepherd,  we  are   setting  his   mark   upon 
his  sheep,  do  they  pretend,  in  opposition  to 
his  own  declaration,  that  lambs  are  no  part 
of  his  flock? 

Controversy,  my  friends,  is  irksome  and 
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undesirable,  vet  it  is  ao'veea-ble  to  tlie  feci- 
ings  of  a  generous  mind,  to  plead  the  cause 
of  tliose  who  are  unable  to  speak  for  them- 
selves. In  the  present  question,  I  offer  my- 
self au  advocate  for  little  children,  vindi- 
cating the  title  so  graciously  vouchsafed 
them  in  the  text.  I  am  indeed  aware,  that 
any  arguments,  however  forcible  in  them- 
selves, which  touch  the  prejudices  of  ig- 
iiorance  and  superstition,  instead  of  curing 
til  em,  have  frequently  an  opposite  ettect, 
rendering  them  more  inveterate  and  incura- 
ble ;  I  w^ould  yet  hope  better  things  on 
thi$>  occasion,  for  more  candour,  liberality, 
and  good  sense  in  my  present  auditors ; 
that  they  will  hold  themselves  open  to 
conviction,  and  ready  to  leceive  the  truth 
in  proportion  as  its  evidence  shall  be  duly 
exhibited,  ^v'lien  I  set  before  you  any 
historical  facts,  you  Vvill  do  me  the  justice 
to  believe  that  I  state  them  with  fairness 
and  impartiality  ;  and  when  I  refer  you  to 
the  kav  and  the  testunonijy  you  will,  like  the 
noble  Bereans,  searcli  the  i-criptiwes  to  sa- 
tisfy yourselves  with  respect  to  their  true 
meaning. 

i\Iv  licarers,  —  We  ourselves,   in    u(Mierai, 
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were  baptized  in  our  infancy  ;  so  were  our 
parents,  grand  parents,  and  ancestors  back 
tor  generations  imniemoiiaL     This    is  the 
general  practice  of  our  country.     In  these 
United    Slates,    tliere   are   probably     more 
than  six   millions  of  peo|)Ie,    wearing  the 
christian     name.     Of    these,    scarcely    an 
hundredth  part  is    of  the  Baptist  persua- 
sion; yet  this  is,    I   believe,    a  greater  pro- 
portion  tliau   is  to  be  found  in   any  other 
country  of  Christend-om.      The     Episco- 
pahans,  and  great  majority   of   Disseaters 
in  England  and   Ireland,  the  Presbyterians 
of  Scotland,    the   Greek    churches  in  the 
Eastern    hemisphere,   as   well  as   the   Ro- 
manists of  the  "West,   together   with    the 
Lutherans,    Calvinists  and   Protestants    in 
general  tliroughout  Germany,  Erance,  the 
Low  Countries,  and  the  north  of  Europe, — 
are  now,  and  have  been  for  ages  past,   in 
the  practice  of  infant  baptism^     Upon  this 
subject,    the     Baptists     and    perhaps    the 
Quakers  excepted,  there  is  but  one  senti- 
ment anion o-  all  the  other  numerous  sects 
and    denominations    which    compose    the 
christian  world.     All  these  denominations, 
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however,  are  pronounced  unl^aptizecl,  and 
virtually  excommunicated  by  the  little 
modern  sect  of  Baptists.  Infant  Baptism 
is  denounced  a  deviation  from  the  footsteps 
of  Christ's  flock  so  gross,  a  corruption  of 
his  ordinance  so  essential,  as  renders  it  an 
absolute  nullity.  Of  coarse,  our  j)ious  fore- 
fathers, the  first  settlers  of  New  England, 
whom  w€  have  been  accustomed  to  esteem 
and  venerate  as  possessing  more  of  the 
spirit  and  enstonis  of  primitive  Christianity 
than  any  other  description  of  people  since 
the  apostolic  age,  absolutely  failed  of  an 
entrance  into  Chrrst's  church,  lived  and 
died  without  the  seal  of  God's  covenant, 
aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Israel, 
and  destitute  of  all  fellowship  with  the 
household  of  faitli. 

My  Brethren,  do  not  our  minds  revolt 
from  such  ideas  ?  Does  not  our  reason 
lead  us  to  query  whether  they,  who  bring 
so  heavy  a  charge  against,  not  only  their 
fellow  christians  now  living,  but  against 
the  former  generations  of  God's  ])eople, 
may  not  themselves  be  the  innovators,  if 
not  the   corrupters  of  Christ's  ordinance  ; 
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in  sliort,  wlictlicr  llic  mistake  may  not  be 
wholly  on  their  side?  Are  the  Baptist 
teachers  so  eminent  tor  their  eriuhtion,  the 
extent  of  their  knowlcdi^e,  the  soundness 
of  their  judgment,  and  the  uprightness  of 
their  views,  as  to  be  above  the  suspicion 
of  error?  Ought  we,  without  incjuiry  or 
examination,  to  exchange  the  rchgious 
observances  of  our  pious  forefathers  for 
the  practices  which  these  new  teachers  are 
so  earnest  to  introduce  ?  Does  it  become 
tlie  steadfastness  of  sober  enhghtened 
christians  to  be  so  hasty  in  changing  their 
religion  ?  Since  we  are  told  with  so  con- 
fident an  air,  that  infant  baptism  is  a  gross^ 
corruption  of  Christ's  ordinance,  have  we 
not  a  right  to  demand  of  them,  when,  and 
by  wliom,  this  corruption  was  introduced  ? 
We  are  able  to  trace  back  theii'  opinions 
upon  the  subject  to  the  very  period  when 
those  opinions  were  first  divulged.  His- 
tory sets  before  us  the  first  authors  of  those 
opinions,  gives  us  their  names  and  their 
characters.  AVe  know,  with  certainty, 
where,  when,  and  by  whom  their  sect  was 
founded,      But   when  we  look  back  and 
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search  the  records  of  church  history  for 
the  origin  of  infant  baptism,  we  go  up 
century  after  century  without  finding  the 
least  hint  of  its  first  introduction  until  we 
arrive  to  the  very  age  of  the  apostles.  Are 
we  not  then  constrained  to  believe  that  it 
is  coeval  with  Christianity  itself? 

We  acknowledge,  indeed,  that  during 
the  ages  of  darkness  which  preceded  the 
Protestant  reformation,  the  institutions, 
as  well  as  tlie  doctrines  of  Christ,  were  ex- 
ceedingly corrupted  by  the  mixture  of 
human  inventions.  We  learn  from  history 
the  origin  of  these  corruptions,  and  that,, 
in  each  successive  age,  there  were  witnesses 
against  them,  whose  testimony  shows  that 
they  never  were,  even  at  the  season  of  the 
thickest  darkness,  universally  received^ 
I  shall  now  prove  that  infant  baptism 
stands  not  on  the  foot  of  these  corruptions, 
was  not  introduced  with  them,  and  during 
the  course  of  many  revolving  ages,  was 
not  so  much  as  once  scrupled  by  a  single 
christian.  Of  the  writings  of  the  primitive 
fathers,  the  immediate  successors  of  the 
apostles,  some   scattered    fragments   only 
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tVagincnts,  we  ha\e  uiKiuestioiiahle  evi- 
dence tliat  int'.int  haptisin  was  the  geueral 
practice  in  tlie  veiv  century  after  the  apos- 
tles. They  liad  heen  dead  about  forty 
years,  wdieu  Jiisl'ui  Martijr  pubHshed  his 
apology,  in  whicli  he  mentions  some  "aged 
christians  wlio  were  made  disciples  in  or 
from  their  infancy."  This  is  understood 
as  implying  that  they  were  baptized,  as 
that  was  the  known  method  of  making 
visible  disciples.  Irenceus,  who  was  bom 
before  the  death  of  St.  John,  is  yet  more 
full  in  Ills  testimony.  Origen  was  born 
about  one  hundred  years  after  the  decease 
of  the  apostles,  and  from  him  we  liave 
these  words,  "The  church  received  a  tra- 
dition or  order  from  the  apostles  to  admi- 
nister baptism  to  infants."  About  fifty 
years  after  this,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
from  the  apostles,  baptism  being  tlien  uni- 
versally considered  as  supplying  the  place 
of  circumcision,  a  question  arose,  whether 
it  ought  not,  as  circumcision  was,  to  be 
deferred  till  the  eighth  day  after  the  birth 
of  the  child.  lor  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
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lion,  a  council  of  sixty-six  bishops,  or  pas- 
tors of  churches,  was  assembled  at  Car- 
thage, 111  their  result,  they  give  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  *'  baptism  ought  least  of  all 
to  be  refused  to  a  new  born  infant  ;"  and 
as  to  its  being  put  off  to  the  eighth  day, 
they  add,  *^  there  is  not  one  that  approves 
of  it:  it  appears  to  us  all,  who  are  here 
met  in  council,  far  otherwise."  Un- 
doubtedly some  of  the  elders  upon  this 
council  could  remember  what  the  practice 
of  the  church  had  been  for  seventy  or 
eighty  years  before,  at  which  period  there 
were  probably  many  living  who  were  bora 
within  the  age  of  the  apostles,  and  who 
must  have  known  what  their  practice  had 
been.  If  the  baptizing  of  infants  had  not 
originated  with  the  apostles,  is  it  credible 
that  all  the  churches  of  Christendom 
should  have  so  soon  and  so  universally  de- 
parted from  the  apostolic  institution  ?  If 
so  striking  and  notorious  an  innovation  had 
been  attempted,  is  it  not  beyond  all  belief, 
that  it  should  have  been  every  where  re« 
ceived  without  a  single  objection  from  any 
of  those  mvriads  of  saints,  confessors  and 
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martyrs,  ^vho  lived  in  the  purest  and   best 
;iges  of  the  church  ? 

After  tliis  period,  as  we  come  down  to 
the  third  and  fourth  centuries,  the  writings 
of  Jus  fin,  John  Chrysostoine,  Pe/agius,  and 
u  niuhitude  of  others,  sliow  that,  in  those 
centuries,  tliere  was  not  a  single  exception 
to  the  baptism  of  infants,  Tlie  learned  Dr. 
//>///,  who  inquired  most  accurately  into 
this  subject,  says,  ^*For  the  first  four  hun- 
dred years,  there  appears  only  one  man, 
TeriidUaji,  that  advised  the  dclaij  of  infant 
baptism,  in  some  cases,  and  one  Grcgorif, 
that  did,  perhaps,  practice  such  delay,  in 
the  case  of  his  own  children;  but  no  society 
so  thinking,  or  so  practising  ;  nor  any 
one  man  saying  that  it  was  unlawful  to 
baptize  infants.  In  the  next  seven  hun- 
dred years,  there  is  not  so  much  as  one  man 
to  be  found,  that  either  spoke  for,  or  prac- 
tised any  such  delay,  but  all  the  contrary. 
And  when,  about  the  year  1 1 30,  one  sect 
among  the  Waldenses  declared  against  the 
baptizing  of  infants,  as  being  incapable  of 
salvation,  the  main  body  of  that  people  re- 
jected their  opinion  ;  and  they  of  them  that 


60 

held  that  opinion,  quickly  dwindled  away 
and  disappeared,  there  being  no  more  heard 
of,  who  held  that  tenet,  until  the  rising  of 
the  German  Antipedobaptists,  in  the  year 
1522."  This  account  by  Dr.  JVall  brings 
us  down  to  the  era  of  the  Protestant  re- 
forniatioK.  Amidst  the  commotions  at- 
tendant upon  that  great  revolution,  sprang 
up  the  founders  of  the  present  sect  of  Ana- 
baptists. '^  Soon  after  Luther  s  appear- 
ance," says  Dr.  Robertson  in  his  history  of 
Charles  V.  "  the  rashness  or  ignorance  of 
some  of  his  disciples  led  them  to  publish 
tenets  no  less  absurd  than  pernicious, 
which  being  proposed  to  men  extremely 
illiterate,  but  fond  of  novelty,  and  at  a 
time  when  their  minds  were  turned  wholly 
towards  religious  speculations,  gained  too 
easy  credit  and  authority  among  them. — 
The  most  remarkable  of  their  religious 
tenets  related  to  the  sacrament  of  baptism, 
which,  as  they  contended,  ought  to  be  ad- 
ministered only  to  persons  grow^n  up  to 
years  of  understanding,  and  should  be 
performed,  not  by  sprinkling  them  w^ith 
water,  but  by  dipping  them  in  it.     For  this 
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reason  ihcv  condemned  the  baptism  of  "in- 
fants,  and  rebaptizing  all  whom  they  ad- 
mitted into  their  society,  the  sect  came  to 
be  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Anabap- 
tists.— To  this  pecuHar  notion  concerning 
baptism,  they  added  other  principles  of  a 
most  enthusiastic  as  well  as  dano-erous  na- 
ture.  By  a  monstrous  and  almost  incre- 
dible conjunction,  voluptuousness  was  in- 
^•rafted  on  religion,  and  dissolute  riot  ac- 
companied the  austerities  of  fanatical  de- 
votion.— Luther,  who  had  testified  against 
this  fanatical  spirit  on  its  first  appearance, 
now  deeply  lamented  its  progress,  and  ex- 
posed the  delusion  w^ith  great  strength  of 
argument,  as  well  as  acrimony  of  style." — - 
Not  Luther  only,  but  Calvhi,  Melancthon^ 
BuUinger,  ZuingUus,  Gualta\  Sleidan^  Zan- 
chy,  and  indeed  all  the  eminent  reformers, 
united  their  voice  in  bearing  solemn  tes- 
timony against  the  principles  of  this  sect, 
reprobating  them  in  terms  of  great  se- 
verity. 

Perhaps  these  great  and  good  men  would 
have  used  less  asperity  of  language  in 
speaking  of  them,  had  they  been  chargeable 
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to  baptism;  but,  in  that  age,  they  did  not 
content  themselves  with  disturbing  the 
peace  of  religious  societies,  and  breaking 
up  of  churches  :  they  committed  outrages 
upon  civil  society,  whicli  united  all  the 
states  of  Germany  against  them.  They 
were  subdued  and  dispersed  by  military 
force.  But,  as  generally  happens  in  this 
mode  of  suppressing  any  sect  or  party,  the 
fugitives  were  the  more  confirmed  in  the 
belief  of  their  ])rincipal  peculiarities,  and 
spread  their  tenets  in  every  country  whither 
they  fled  for  shelter.  Dropping  the  extra- 
vagances which  had  armed  the  civil  ma- 
gistrates against  them,  they  rigidly  adhered 
to  many  of  their  other  notions.  '^  The 
party,"  says  Dr.  Robertson,  '*  still  subsists 
in  the  Low  Countries,  and  a  small  number 
of  this  sect  is  settled  in  Enoland.'' 
Having  found  their  way  into  England, 
some  of  them  very  early  appeared  in  Ame- 
rica, formed  a  society  at  Stvanzi/,  and  an- 
other at  Boston,  in  the  year  1665.  Of  this 
last,  Dr.  Mather  relates,  ''  that  they  ad- 
mitted into  their  society  persons  whom  our 
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churches  had  excomnuinicatcd  for  moral 
scandal,  and  employed  tliem  as  a(hninisl/i'a- 
tors  of  the  tw^o  sacraments.'' — From  such 
an  origin  and  such  beginnings  has  this  sect 
arisen.  If  there  be  any  truth  in  liistory, 
their  opinions  are  wholly  modern  and  un- 
known to  antiquity.  If  infant  baptism  be 
an  human  invention  and  an  absolute  nullity, 
as  they  pretend,  it  is  certain  that,  three 
centuries  ago,  there  was  not  a  society  of 
baptized  christians  in  tlie  world,  nor  had 
been  for  many  preceding  ages.  What  then 
are  w^e  to  conclude  ?  Did  the  church  of 
Christ  remain,  during  the  lapse  of  cen- 
turies, overpowered  by  the  gates  of  hell? 
If  we  could  suppose  this  ;  yet,  would  it 
not  be  more  difficult  still  to  suppose,  that 
it  was,  at  lengtli,  recovered  by  the  madmen 
of  Mu/istcr,  the  German  i\nabaptists  ? 

Though  the  scriptures  be,  at  last,  our 
only  sure  guide,  yet  it  is  a  satisfaction  to 
know  in  what  sense  our  fellow  christians 
understand  the  scriptures  with  reference  tG 
any  disputed  point,  and  how  they  have 
been  understood  Iw  the  church  of  Christ  in 
former  ages  ;  and  if  we  be  able,  as  in   this 
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question  concerning  infant  baptism,  to 
trace  the  practice  of  it  up  through  all  pre- 
ceding ages  to  tliat  of  the  apostles,  it  must 
be  allowed  a  strong  presumptive  argument 
in  favour  of  its  having  originated  with  the 
apostles  themselves.  It  is,  in  this  wa}^, 
tliat  we  argue  the  change  of  the  sabbath 
from  the  last  to  the  first  day  of  tlie  week. 
The  New  Testament  contains  no  express 
order  or  command  upon  the  subject ;  but  as 
we  can  trace  the  observance  of  the  first  day 
of  the  week  up  to  the  age  of  the  apostles, 
and  find  that  thei/  actually  met  on  that 
day  for  religious  worship,  we  conclude  that 
the  practice  originated  from  their  authority 
and  appointment.  In  my  view,  the  ar- 
gument is  equally  full  and  strong  in  favour 
of  infant  baptism. 

But  I  shall  now  go  on  to  set  before  you 
tlie  scripture  authority  for  this  practice. 
An  illustration  of  all  the  numerous  passages 
oF  scripture  countenancing  it,  cannot  be 
expected  in  a  single  discourse.  I  propose 
but  a  brief  sketch  of  the  principal  argu- 
ments. As  there  is  absolutely  no  text  oi 
sentence  in  the  whole  Pjible  forbidding  il^. 
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if  we  can  liiul  any  degree  of  evidence  in  its 
favour,    if,    from   the  reasonableness  of  the 
thing  and  the  general  tenor  of  scripture, 
we  have  room  to  beheve  that  it  will  not  be 
displeasing  to  Ciod    for    pious    parents,   in 
dt-dicating  themselves   to  him,  to  give  up 
their  offspring  also   in  an  ordinance  which 
seals  and    niarks    them  as  the   subjects    of 
the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  no  religious  parent 
ouglitto  delay  the  seeking  of  this  privilege 
for  his  children. 

If  we    consider  what    tiie   law  of  nature 
and  nations  teaches  concerning  a  state  of 
infancy,  it  may  afford  a  probable  presiunp- 
tion  that,    if  tlie  .parents  sustain  a  visible 
relation  to  the  church  and  people  of  God, 
their  infant  offspring  are  also  to  be  viewed 
as  belonging  to  the  same  society.     It  was 
never  made  a  question  among  any  civilized 
people,  whether  parents  had  a  right  to  co- 
venant for  their  children,  as  well  as  fot 
themselves.     By   virtue   of  sucli    engage- 
ments, children  in   all   countries,  as   they 
arrive  to  years    of  discretion,  not  only  in- 
licrit  the  possessions   of  their  parents,  but 
enjoy  many  privileges.  They  are  considered 
G  3 
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as  parts  of  the  community,  and  are  treated 
as  such.  No  sovereign  prince  would  think 
tlie  honour  of  his  kingdom  consulted  hy 
those  who  should  go  about  to  deny  tlie 
children  born  within  his  realm  to  be  his- 
subjects.  As  these  form  a  large  proportion- 
of  the  subjects  of  every  government,  it 
would  be  accounted  the  height  of  absurdity 
for  any  to  pretend  that,  till  they  have 
themselves  sworn  allegiance,  tliey  neither 
owe  obedience  to  the  government,  nor  are- 
entitled  to  its  protection.  By  tlie  Mosaic 
law,  it  was  provided  that,  if  a  servant  mar- 
ried and  had  children,  all  tlie  chilchen  born 
in  his  master's  house  were  to  be  considered 
as  the  property  of  the  master,  su])ject  to 
his  aathovity,  aiul  entitled  to  his  support 
and  protection.  Is  it  not  equally  reasonable 
that  the  children  of  Christ's  servants  should 
be  considered^  as  belonging  to  him  ;  that 
they  who  are  born  in  his  house,  should  be 
acknowledged  as  members  of  his  family  ? 
David  seems  to  have,  viewed  it  in  this  light 
when,  in  manifest  allusion  to  the  law  now 
mentioned,  he  says,  O  Lord,  truli)  I  am  th}j 
servant  ;  I  am  thy  scr'vant  and  the  son   of 


^7 

chif  Juind-raaid,  i.  c.  born  in  tliy  house. 
It  is  graiiteil  on  all  liaiuls,  lliat  the  co- 
venant of  works  made  witli  the  fiibt  Adam, 
inckidcd  liis  oflspring.  A\'c  all  feel  tlic 
fatal  consequences  of  his  breach  of  that 
covenant.  By  the  qDhice  of  one^jinlgment 
u  come  upon  all  men  to  condonnation^  and 
the  whole  race  cut  oif  fiom  justilication 
and  life  by  the  {\<n^ds  of  the  law,  or  on  the 
condition  of  the  covenant  of  works. '  The 
hopes  of  all  mankind  now  rest  on  the  seconei 
Adam,  on  the  covenant  of  grace  in  the 
hands  of  the  Mediator.  The  scriptures 
lead  us  to  view  him  as  the  channel  through 
which  the  whole  current  of  divine  mercy, 
in  temporal  as  well  as  spiritual  blessings,  is 
conveyed  to  an  ajjostate  world.  From  the 
beginning,  faith  iu  him  has  been  the  condi- 
tion of  oar  reconciliation  to  God  through 
him.  Adam,  after  his  fall,  Vv'ith  all  the 
patriarchs,  and  the  whole  Old  Testament 
church,  founded  their  hopes  on  the  promised 
seed  qftheivovian,  and  believed  in  a  Saviour 
to  come,  in  the  same  manner  as  christians 
now  believe  in  him  as  already  come.  The 
faith  of  the  former  regarded  its  objects  as 
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future  ;  that   of  the  latter  as  ah'eady  ma- 
nifested.    With    this    circumstantial  'dif- 
ference, the  principle  is  the  same  in  both. 
But  infants,  at  all  times   are  equally  inca- 
pable of  the  exercise  of  faith.     With  this 
condition  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  required 
of  adults,  their  new  born  oifspring  cannot 
comply.     Yet  they  stand  in  equal  need  of 
the  blessings   and  privileges   of  this  cove- 
nant.    By  one   man  sii\    entered   into   the 
workl,    and    death   by   sm;  and   so  death 
passes  upon  all  men,  even  upon  those  wlio 
have   not   sinned   after   the    similitude  of 
Adam's  transgression.     Little  infants  are  no 
sooner  born,  than  they  become  liable  to  the 
penal  consequences  of  Adam's  sin,  and  suf- 
fer, as  his  descendants,  not  only  many  in- 
firmities  and  miseries  while  they  live  ;  but 
multitudes  of  them  sink  into  the  darkness 
of  the  grave  almost  as  soon  as  they  receiver 
the  light   of  life.     It  has  been  computed 
that  a  third  part,  if  not  half,  of  the  human 
race  die  in  infancy.     Are  they  lost  in  per- 
dition, or  swept  back  into  nonentity  ?     Is 
it  not  more  consonant  to  scripture,  as  well 
as  to  reason,   to  believe,   that  if,  without 
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their  pcrsoiuil  couscnt,  they  were  so  in- 
chided  ill  the  covenant  of  works  as  to  be 
subjected  to  tiie  nianifoki  evils  consequent 
upon  its  brcacli,  their  own  personal  consent 
(wliicli  it  is  equally  impossible  for  them 
to  give)  should  not  be  necessary  in  order 
to  their  being*  entitled  to  the  privileges 
and  blessings  of  the  covenant  of  grace  ? 
Is  not  this  hope,  concerning  them,  en- 
couraged by  the  favourable  terms  in  which 
they  are  frequently  mentioned  in  scripture  ? 
For  their  sakes,  God  sometimes  averts  or 
delays  the  threatened  ruin  of  whole  com- 
munities. Should  not  I  spare  Nineveh  that 
great  city,  wherein  are  more  than  siv  score 
thousand  persons  that  cannot  discern  between 
their  light  hand  and  their  left  ? 

But  though  the  cliildren  of  heatlien 
parents  should  be  considered  as  left  to  the 
uncovenantcd  mercy  of  God;  yet  surely 
there  is  some  special  room  for  liope  con- 
cerning those  of  his  covenant  and  profes- 
sing people.  The  pious  parent,  in  entering 
into  covenant  with  God,  and  giving  up 
himself,  does,  at  the  same  time,  dedicate  to 
Him  and  liis   service  whatever  he  can  call 
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his  own,  making  over  all  liis  rights  and 
interests  to  God,  and  submitting  the  whole 
to  his  disposal.  His  children,  above  all 
his  other  possessions,  are  the  objects  of  his 
greatest  airection  and  concern.  These 
therefore  are,  in  special,  devoted  to  God 
with  fervent  supplications  that  they  may 
be  his,  wdioUy  and  forever  ;  and,  if  they 
be  so  included  in  the  covenant  made  with 
their  parent  as  to  receive  the  promise  of 
God's  blessing  and  spirit ;  if  they  have  been 
redeemed  by  Christ,  ought  they  not  to  be 
baptized  in  token  of  that  redemption  ? 

Jewish  parents  w^re  allowed  to  mal>e 
vows  in  the  name  of  their  children,  which 
vows  those  children,  as  they  came  of  age, 
were  bound  to  perform.  By  virtue  of  the 
paternal  authority,  and  on  the  supposed 
right  of  the  parent  to  covenant  for  his  child 
in  all  things  pertaining  to  the  child's  in- 
terest and  happiness,  it  was  lawful  for 
parents  to  dedicate  their  children  to  the 
immediate  and  special  service  of  God. 
Thus  the  mother  of  the  prophet  Samuel 
vowed  him  to  the  Lord  before  he  was  born, 
and,  from  his  birth,  dedicated   him  to  the 
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ser\ice  of  tlie  tabernacle  under  the  high 
priest  ;  and  it  sccnis  tliat  God  a]']Movcd  of 
the  vow,  and  accepted  the  gift.  iLivenot 
christian  parents  the  same  right  to  dispose 
of  their  children  ?  May 'lot  they,  by  the 
same  paternal  authority,  and,  for  the  same 
reason,  in  baptism  dedicate  tlieir  children 
to  be  the  ser\  iints  of  Christ  ?  A\'hen  we 
thus  present  our  little  ones  to  the  gracious 
Redeemer,  can  there  be  any  other  question 
but  this,  whether  lie  will  accept  them  r  I 
congratulate  you,  Christians,  on  the  as- 
surance which  we  have  received,  that  when 
lie  was  here  on  earth,  a  fair  experiment  of 
the  case  was  tried,  and  our  text  contains 
liis  decision. 

13y  thus  deciding,  however,  he  did  but 
confirm  privileges  which  had  been  always 
enjoyed  by  the  children  of  his  professing 
people.  Consult  your  liibles,  and  you  will 
lind  the  signal  deliverances  wrought  in  fa- 
vour of  God's  servants,  his  promises  to  them 
and  covenant  transactions  v/ith  them, 
bearing,  in  almost  every  instance,  a  respect 
unto  their  offspring.  To  Noah  he  said, 
Genesis  vii,    1.     Come  thou,   and  all  thy 
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righteous  before  me  in  this  generation.  On 
account  of  his  rigliteousncss,  his  whole 
family  were  allowed  to  share  with  him  in 
the  privileges  of  the  ark.  Again,  God  says, 
chap.  ix.  9.  *'  And  I,  behold  I  estabhsh 
my  covenant  with  you,  and  with  your  seed 
after  you."  In  the  rescue  of  righteous 
Lot  from  the  overthrow  of  Sodom,  for  his 
sake,  we  find  the  offer  of  the  same  deliver- 
ance extended  to  his  whole  family,  and 
even  to  the  young  men  who  were  but  form- 
ing an  alliance  with  his  daughters.  So  the 
faith  of  Rahab  the  harlot  availed,  not  only 
to  her  own  preservation,  but  to  that  of  all 
her  relations.  If  it  should  be  said,  that 
these  were  temporal  deliverances  and  bles- 
sings only,  still  it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  they  were  vouchsafed  through  Christ, 
in  consequence  of  the  covenant  of  re- 
demption, and  were  typical  of  spiritual  and 
eternal  blessings. 

The  new  covenant  was  virtually  pro- 
posed to  our  first  parents  when  they  re- 
ceived the  first  promise  of  a  Saviour,  and 
tlieir   family  was  thereby  constituted  the 
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visl1)lc  church  and  people  of  God.     It  Con- 
tinued in  t]]c  lannlies  of  such  of  their  des- 
cendants as  adhered  to   the  knowledge  and 
worsliip  of  the  true  God.     As  we  have  no 
account   of  public    assemblies  during  the 
j)atriarchal  age,  the  ordinances  of  God,  and 
the  forms  of  social  worship  seem  to  have 
been   kept  np  and  celebrated   in    seperatc 
and  distinct  families  only.     A  foundation 
liowever  for  a   national  church  was  early 
laid,  in  the  call  and  separation  of  Abraham 
and  his  posterity  from  the  rest  of  the  world, 
to  be  the  peculiar  people  of  God.     All  the 
blessings  of  the  gospel  were    comprised  in 
the  promise  made  to  him  on  that  occasion. 
This    promise,   together   with   the   seal  of 
God's   covenant,   was    expressly    extended 
to  his  posterity  through   their    successive 
generations.     In    this    language   did     the 
Almighty  address  his  faithful  servant,  Gen. 
xvii.     /  will  establish  my  covenant  with  thee, 
and  thy  seed  after  thee^  in  their  generations^ 
to  be  a  God  unto  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after 
thee. — This   is  my   covenant  zvhich  ye  shall 
keep  betxveen  me  and  you,  and  thy  seed  after 
thee  ;  every  man  child  among  you  shall  be 
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circumcised — a?jd  it  shall  be  a  token  of  the 
covenant  betrvlvt  me  and  you.  Tliat  the  co- 
venant here  mentioned  was  tlie  same  co- 
venant of  grace  which  is  made  with  he- 
lie  vers  under  tlie  gospel,  can,  with  no  shew 
of  reason,  be  doubted.  The  promise,  I  will 
be  a  God  to  thee  and  to  thy  seed,  includes 
blessings  of  every  kind.  Accordingly  the 
pro])hets  in  predicting  the  outpouring  of 
the  Spirit,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  a 
new  heart,  represent  God,  in  the  bestow- 
ment  of  these  blessings,  as  fulfilling  this  his 
covenant  w^ith  Abraham,  performing  the 
truth  unto  Jacob,  and  the  mercy  which  he 
srcoj^e  to  the  fathers  of  old.  To  the  same 
promise,  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament 
frequently  refer  while  illustrating  the  bles- 
sings of  the  gospel.  It  is  also  observable 
that  the  token  of  the  covenant  here  enjoined 
upon  Abraham  and  his  seed,  is  expressly 
called  the  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  faith. 
From  this,  it  appears  that  faith  was  really 
the  condition  of  the  Abrahaniic,  as  it  is  of 
the  gospel  covenant,  and  was  as  truly  de- 
noted by  circumcision  of  old,  as  it  is  by 
baptism  now.     Tlius  we   see   that,  in  this 
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early  constltiUiun  of  CJod's  cliurcli,  infants 
were,  by  this  authority,  made  members,  m- 
cluded  ill  the  covenant  witb  their  parents, 
and  received  the  seal  of  the  covenant  in 
cireumcibion  In  tbis  ordinance  did  Abraham 
and  Ills  luuncrous  descendants,  tlirough 
their  successive  generations,  give  up  their 
infant  ofispring  to  God,  and  initiate  th.eni 
into  bis  visible  church.  At  a  most  solemn 
renewal  of  tliis  covenant,  described  Deut, 
xxix.  Moses  says  to  the  asssembled  tribes 
of  Israel,  "Ye  stand  this  daj' all  of  }  o  i 
before  the  Lord  your  God — all  tbiC  uK'n  of 
Israel,  your  wives,  your  litl/e  ones — that 
thou  shouldest  enter  into  a  covenant  \\\\.\\ 
the  Lord  thy  God,  and  into  bis  oath — that 
iiCmay  be  unto  thee  a  God,  as  he  hath  said 
uiilo  tiice,  aiid  as  he  hatb  sworn  unto  thy 
lathers."  Express  reference  is  here  had  to 
the  covenant  with  Abraham  ;  the  very  lan- 
guage of  that  covenant  is  adopted,  and  if 
it  dues  not  comprehend  wb.alever  is  essential 
in  tlje  covenant  of  grace,  it  is  hard  to  con- 
ceive in  \v\\dl  terms  that  coxenant  should 
be  ex])^e^sed.  A\'hat  can  we  desire  or 
imagine  more  on  the  part  of  the  Almighty, 
112 
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thattx  for  him  to  be  a  God  unto  his  people  ; 
and  on  their  part,  what  can  they  promise 
more,  than  is  implied  in  an  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  fidelity  to  him?  Siicli  was  the 
transaction  at  this  time  betsveen  him  and 
them,  and  in  this  transaction,  little  chil- 
dren are  expressly  mentioned  as  bearing 
their  part.  In  opposition  to  sucli  abund- 
ant evidence,  is  it  not  strange  tliat  any, 
Mho  profess  a  reverence  for  the  scriptures, 
sliculd  affect  to  represent  infants  as  inca- 
])able  of  church  menibership,  of  sustain- 
ing a  covenant  relation  to  God,  and  of  re- 
ceiving tlie  seal  of  his  covenant  ? 

Knowing  that  the  divine  promises  were 
not  limited  to  themselves,  but  extended  to 
their  offspring,  the  pious  patriarchs  not  on- 
ly committed  their  children  to  God  by 
faith  and  prayer,  but,  putting  their  hands 
upon  them,  solemnly  blessed  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.  Ijeino*  thus  included 
in  the  covenant  made  with  their  parents, 
the  children  of  his  professing  people  are 
expressly  claiuied  by  God  as  his  civii  in  a 
peculiar  sense;  and  when  the  Israelites, 
^n  their  apostacy,  led  their  children  to  the 
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altar  of  idols,  they  arc  charged  with  the 
guilt  of  aHenating-  the  Lord's  propriety. 
**  'J'hou  liast  taken  thy  sons  and  thy 
chuighters,  wlioin  thou  liast  borne  unto 
me^  and  these  hast  thou  sacrificed  unto 
them  to  be  devoured — thou  hast  slain  inij 
clidch'cn/'  Ezekiel  xvi.  This  language  is 
not  used  with  reference  to  the  ofi^*sj)ring  of 
licatlien  j)arents.  From  them  the  seed  of 
of  Israel  are  also  distinguished  by  manifold 
promises.  It  is  said,  all  thij  children  shall 
be  taught  of  God — The  Lord  shall  circinji' 
cise  their  heart — Thej/  shall  spring  up  as 
among  the  grass,  as  ztillozvs  hi/  the  zcater 
courses.  One  shall  sai/,  lam  the  Lord's  &c. 
In  the  writings  of  the  prophets,  numerous 
passages  occur  which  foretcl  a  variety  of 
blcsbiugs  and  privileges  in  store  for  tlie 
children  of  God's  people.  On  tliese  prin- 
ciples, the  psalmist  calls  children  an 
heritage  of  the  Lord,  and  speaks  of  them 
as  gi\en  for  the  increase  and  replenishing 
oi'  the  church,  as  well  as  for  the  comfort 
of  their  parents.  The  seeil  of  the  i  ighteous 
aie  pronouiiceti  bk'^^sed,  aie  called  God's 
Sl/  LU.Uy,  as  well  as  his  cljiiciren  ;  and  are 
II  3 
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required  by  Joel,  to  appear  in  Zion  before 
hnvi,  even  the  children  that  such  the  breast. 
A  child  at  the  breast  is  represented  as 
hoping  in  God,  diwd  as  cast  upon  him  from 
the  womb.  To  one,  God  says,  before  thou 
earnest  forth  from  the  womb  I  sanctified 
thee  ;  concerning  another,  an  angel  from 
heaven  testified,  that  he  should  be  filled 
with  the  Holij  Ghost  even  from  his  mother's 
womb. 

Ic  is  certain  iliat,  from  the  beginnhig  of 
those  dispensations  towards  mankind, svhich 
are  carried  on  througli  a  mediator  down  to 
the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  children  were 
uniformiY  considered  and  treated  as  mem- 
hiYS  of  God's  church,  by  his  authority 
constituted  such,  included  in  the  covenant 
with  their  parents,  and  received  the  seal  of 
that  covenant,  the  seal  of  the  righteousness 
(  fjaith.  Our  Baptist  brethren  have  turned 
them  out  of  God's  churcli,  and  out  of  his 
covenant,  and  declared  that  no  seal  of  the 
covenant  shall  be  given  thnn  any  longer. 
Ought  tliey  not  to  snew  by  what  authority 
tiic)  cl)  this,  and  who  j^ave  them  tliis  au- 
tlioriry  r     'iiiey  aic  a^eustomccl  to  demand 
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of  us  an  explicit  warrant  for   our  conduct ; 
but  wlierc    do   tlicy  lind   any  shadow  of  a 
warrant  for  turning   out  of  God's   churcii 
those  brouglit  in  by  his  command  ?     Had 
any  thing  in  tlie  doctrine  or  concUict  of 
the  apostles,  at  tlie  first  publication  of  the 
gospel,  been  understood  as  excluding  chil- 
dren from  beinQ:  numbered  amono-  the  sub- 
jects  of  Christ's  kingdom,  from  membership 
in  bis  cluirch,  and    from   the  seal  of  it  in 
baptism,  is  it  not  utterly  incredible  that  so 
great   an  alteration,    witb   respect   to   the 
constituent  members  of  the  church,  should 
not  have  been  explicitly  recorded  ?     Had 
the  friends   of  Christianity  been  silent,  its 
enemies,  most  surely,  would  have  proclaimed 
it    throughout    the    earth.     How    eagerly 
would  the  great  body  of  the  Jewish  nation 
liave  lain  h(;ld   on  such  an    handle,  to  ex- 
cuse their  rejection  of  the  gospel.     Those 
of  them,   who  received   ir,  were  extremely 
reluctant   to  part  with  circumcision,   even 
after  they  knew  haptism  to  be  substituted 
in    its  place ;  and  had  not   this   latter    rite 
been  applied  to  their  children,  as  wtli  as  to 
themselves,   they    would   have    been    Siill 
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more  tenacious  of  the  former.  Nay,  we 
can  hardly  suppose  that  any  considerations 
would  have  induced  them  to  drop  it.  The 
probability  is,  that  they  \vould  sooner 
have  joined  the  general  opposition  against 
the  gospel.  The  idea  of  seeing  their  chil- 
elren  stript  of  privileges  which  they  had 
hitherto  always  enjoyed,  would  liave  been 
so  universally  offensive  to  the  Jews,  that 
peihaps  scarcely  an  individual  of  that  na- 
tion Mould  have  embraced  Christianity. 
Their  unbelieving  priests  and  riders  would 
not  have  failed  to  take  the  advantage  of  so 
plausible  and  popular  an  objection  against 
the  gospel.  They  knew  the  tenour  of  the 
Abrahamic  covenant,  and  gloried  in  the 
privileges  derived  from  it  to  themselves, 
and  to  their  children.  If  any  thing  in  the 
doctrine  of  the  apostles  could  have  been 
construed  as  a  diminution  of  those  privi- 
leges ;  if  it  could  have  been  objected  that,, 
by  embiacing  Christianity,  their  infant 
offspring  would  be  cbviously  in  a  worse 
condition  than  they  were  under  the  law, 
would  een  lo»e  tliC  s^*al  of  (Jod's  covenant 
aiKl  be  cast  out  of  his  cliurcii  ;  they  sui^ly 
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would  have  made  tliis  the  suhjcct  of  ge- 
neral and  vehement  clamour  ao-ainst  the 
gospel.  Nor  could  the  apostles  have 
liopcd  for  success  in  preaching  it  to  the 
Jews,  unless  they  fust  removed  so  great 
and  dangerous  a  stuudjling  block.  Ikit 
neither  in  their  speeches  nor  writings,  nor 
in  any  ancient  author,  do  we  find  the  most 
distant  hint  of  any  such  objection,  either 
as  advanced  by  the  enemies,  or  as  obviated 
by  the  friends  of  the  gospel.  We  conclude, 
therefore,  that  no  room  for  such  an  objec- 
tion was  ever  given  by  the  apostles.  On 
the  contrary,  their  writings  abound  with 
passages  which  cannot  be  understood  but 
on  the  principle  of  infants  being  included 
in  the  covenant  made  with  their  parents, 
and  thereby  entitled  to  the  seal  of  it  in 
.baptism. 

The  covenant  made  with  believers  under 
the  gospel  is,  in  Romans  iv.  and  Galatians 
iii.  represented  as  essentially  the  same  with 
that  of  Abraham  of  old.  On  this  ground 
the  blessing  of  Abraham  is  said  to  come 
upon  the  Gentiles  through  Jesus  Christ  ; 
and  christians   arc  called    the  children  of 
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Abraham,  and  heirs  with  him,  to  the  same 
promise  or  covenant  which,  the  apostle 
says,  God  confirmed  in  Christ,  and  whicli 
could  not  be  disannulled  or  vacated  by 
the  law  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  af- 
ter. The  ceremonial  and  typical  institutions 
of  this  law  were  given  to  assist  the  faitli 
of  God's  people  in  looking  forward  to  the 
coming  of  the  promised  seed  in  whom  they 
would  have  their  accomplishment,  and,  of 
course,  be  abolished.  Through  the  dura- 
tion of  these  ritual  institutions,  the  qo- 
vcnant  with  Abraham  continued,  and  after 
their  abolition,  remained  the  same  that  it 
was  before.  It  descended  with  all  its  pri- 
vileges to  the  christian  church.  If  Jjc  arc 
Chrisfs,  says  the  apostle,  then  are  ye 
Abrahams  seed,  and  heirs  according  to  the 
promise.  As  the  promise  was  tj  him  and 
his  seed,  so  it  is  now  to  christians  and  their 
offspring.  This  is  asserted  by  St.  Peter, 
Acts  ii.  38,  59,  whicrc  he  tlius  exhorts  his 
awakened  hearers,  ^'  Repent,  and  be  bap- 
tized in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  tlie 
remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the 
giftof  the  Holy  Ghost  ;  for  the  promise  is 
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tinlu  you  and  your  cJiildrai,  and  to  all  that 
arc  afar  otV,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our 
Ciod  sliall  call."  That  the  covenant  with 
Ahraliani  is  here  meant  by  the  praviisc, 
will  appear  highly  probable  if  we  consider 
liow  frequently  this  covenant  is,  by  way 
of  eminence,  so  styled  ;  but  what  sets 
Peter's  meaning  beyond  a  doubt,  is  his  own 
explanation  of  it,  in  Acts  iii.  25,  where, 
addressing  tlie  same  hearers  on  the  same 
subject,  lie  urges  this  argument,  Yc  arcthc 
children  of  the  covenant  zvhick  God  made 
tcith  our  fathers,  saying  unto  Abraham,  &c. 
His  reminding  them  here  of  their  being  the 
children  of  Abraham's  covenant,  is  of  the 
same  purport  with  what  he  liad  before  said 
of  the  promise  being  to  them  and  their  chil- 
dren. Taking  the  promise  then  as  referring 
to  the  covenant  with  Abraham,  let  us  at- 
tend to  Peter's  argument  in  this  exhorta- 
tion, repent  and  be  baptized  ;  for  the  promise 
is  unto  you  and  your  children.  The  promise 
in  the  covenant  with  Abraham  being  unto 
them,  is  here  urged  as  a  reason  why  they 
sliould  be  baptized  ;  but  as  the  same 
promise  is  extended  to  their  children,  it  is 
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a  reason  equally  good  for  the  baptism  of 
their  children.  As  Jews,  the  present  au- 
ditors, with  their  families,  had  hitherto 
been  members  of  the  church  of  God  as  it  had 
subsisted  under  the  dispensation  of  Moses  ; 
but  as  it  was  for  the  future  to  subsist  under 
that  of  Christ,  they,  with  their  children, 
are  exhorted  to  be  baptized  into  the  name 
of  Christ,  in  token  of  their  relation  to  the 
church  under  its  present  new  form.  To 
them,  as  the  natural  seed  of  Abraham, 
these  gospel  privileges  were  fi'st  tendered ; 
but  as  the  offer  of  them  would  soon  be  ex- 
tended to  those  as  yet  afaj^  off,  and  the 
blessing  of  Abraham  would  come  upon  the 
Gentiles,  to  the  latter  when  thus  called, 
the  same  promise  would  apply,  furnishing 
a  reason  for  the  baptism  of  believing 
Gentiles  and  their  offspring.  To  every 
man,  whether  Jew  or  Gentile,  on  his  exer- 
cising the  faith  of  Abraham,  this  promise 
is  sure,  I rvi II  be  a  God  to  thee,  and  to  thy 
seed  after  thee.  Of  course,  the  seal  or 
token  of  the  divine  promise,  whether  it  be 
circumcision,  as  under  the  law ;  or  baptism, 
as  under  tiie  gospel,   belongs   as   really  to 


the  intant  oftspriiig  of  the  hclieving  parent' 
as  to  the  parent  himself. 

Tliis  constitution  of  tlie  covenant  of 
grace  under  tlie  gospel,  is  confirmed  by  the 
strain  of  reasoning  in  Iiomans  x'l.  There 
the  clnirch  is  represented  under  the  figure 
of  a  gr)od  ohve  tree,  and  tlie  Jews  as  its 
natural  branches.  M'hen  some  of  these 
branches  were  broken  off  for  their  unbelief, 
tlie  Gentile  converts,  by  nature  a  wild  and 
foreign  growth,  are  spoken  of  as  graffed  in 
among  the  remaining  believing  Jews,  and 
with  them  partaking  of  the  root  and  fatness 
of  the  olive  tree — enjoying  the  privileges  of 
God's  ancient  covenant  with  Abraham, 
who  is  here  represented  as  the  root  or  pa- 
triarch of  the  church,  and  all  behevers, 
whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  as  his  children 
or  branches  from  him.  And  if  the  root  be' 
holy,  says  the  apostle,  so  are  the  brandies. 
In  consequence  of  their  connection  with  it, 
the  branches  are  considered  as  sharing  in" 
the  holiness  of  the  root.  If  this  were  true 
with  respect  to  the  Jews,  the  natural  chil- 
dren of  Abraham,  it  must  be  equally  true 
with  respect  to  his  adopted  children.  The 
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latter  being  grafted  into  the  sam  e  stock, 
partake  of  its  root  and  fatness,  ot  every 
privilege  indulged  to  the  natural  seed  of 
old;  and  as  the  covenant  with  them  in- 
cluded their  offspring,  so  are  the  children 
of  christian  parents  included  in  the  cove- 
nant with  them.  If  they,  as  the  root,  be 
holy,  so  are  their  children  as  branches  from 
such  a  root. 

An  exemplification  of  this  truth  occurs 
in  1  Cor.  vii.  14.  where  the  apostle  decides 
on  the  case  of  those  children  but  one  of 
whose  parents  is  a  believer  :  He  determines 
that  the  federal  holiness  of  the  believing: 
wife  or  husbaud,  descends  to  their  common 
issue,  and  that  such  children  are  to  be 
reckoned,  not  as  unclean,  but  holij,  not 
common  as  the  heathen,  but  Saints  on  ac- 
count of  their  covenant  relation  to  God 
and  membership  in  his  church.  The  word 
holy,  in  this  text,  is  elsewhere  generally 
translated  Saints,  the  common  appellation 
by  which  tjie  members  of  Christ's  church 
are  distinguished  throughout  the  New 
Testament.  As  the  children  of  believei's 
hav^   the   appellation   of  Saints  from   St. 
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Paul,  so  thev  hdve  tliat  of  disciples  from 
St.  Peter  in  Acts  xv\  10.  whi/  tempt  yc  God, 
to  put  a  \j(jht  oil  the  neck  ojlhe  disciples  .^ 
Tlie  yoke  here  principally  intended  was 
eircumeibion,  whieli  the  Judaizing  chris- 
tians attenij)led  to  iuipose  on  the  children 
of  the  believing  Gentiles.  Py  calling  these 
children  disciples,  Peter  recognizes  tlieir 
relation  to  Christ.  Saints  or  disciples  al- 
ways denote  persons  belonging  to  the 
cliurch,  and  entitled  to  its  distingiiisliiiig 
rites  and  jnivi leges.  It  woukl  be  easy  to 
multiply  (iuotations  from  the  sj)eeclies  and 
writings  of  the  apostles,  in  which  tliey  ap- 
pear uniformly  to  consider  tlie  offspring  of 
believers  as  included  in  the  profession  of 
their  parents,  and  witli  them  numbered 
aniong  the  peculiar  people  of  God. 

Put  had  the  apostles  been  silent  upon 
the  subject,  the  declaration  of  our  Saviour 
in  the  text,  w^ith  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing it,  is,  in  my  view,  decisive.  After  he 
lias,  with  his  own  gracious  lips,  so  expressly 
encouraged  their  dedicati(;n  to  liini ;  in  so 
pointed  a  manner  testified  his  displeasure 
at  an  attempt  to  keep  them  from  him,  and 
1% 


in  teiiiis  so  explicit  declared,  of  such  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  ;  there  can  be  no  looni 
to  doubt  of  his  acceptance  when,  in  holy 
baptism,  we  present  our  tender  babes  as 
the  lambs  of  liis  flock,  to  this  great  Shep- 
herd of  the  sheep.  Do  our  baptist  brethren 
tell  us,  that  all  our  Lord  meant  on  tliis 
occasion  was,  that  his  kingdom  consists  of 
adult  persons,  who,  in  meekness  and  lui- 
nn'lity,  are  like  children  ?  Why  then,  we 
ask,  may  not  his  kingdom  consist  of  ^chil- 
dren ilicmselves,  whom  these  adult  persons 
are  thus  required  to  be  like  r  Jjut  if  he 
iuid  aimed  at  nothing  more  than  teaching 
a  lesson  of  humility,  there  could  have 
been  no  reason  for  his  displeasure  against 
the  disciples  for  keej>ing  little  children 
from  him.  Lambs  and  doves  mi^ht  liave 
answered  his  purpose  just  as  well  ;  and 
these,  as  often  as  infants,  aje  mentioned 
in  scripture  as  emblems  of  the  innocence, 
meekness  and  humility  which  ought  to 
adorn  the  lives  of  christians,  liut  would 
Christ  have  taken  laml3s  and  doves  into  his 
arms,  laid  his  hands  upon  them,  and  blessed 
lhew,d.nd  i^dk\,ofsi{chis  the  kingdom  oj  Jieaven? 
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It  seems,  by  his  manner  of  receiving 
tliese  infants,  as  if  he  meant  to  satisfy  his 
followers  through  every  age,  that  they  are 
to  bv  consideiecl  as  his  subjects,  and  the 
heiis  of  his  grace.  Towards  whom  did  lie 
ever  give  more  expressive  tokens  of  his 
favour  r  The  hlcs.sing  was  always  ac- 
counted a  sacred  thing  in  tlie  churcli.  The 
killing  (>n  of  ha j?ds  wzis  used  in  the  conse- 
cration of  ministers,  and  also  tor  the  com- 
numication  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  was  in- 
deed one  of  the  very  last  tokens  of  ack- 
nowledgment which  the  disciples  received 
from  their  Master,  at  the  moment  of  his> 
parting  from  them,  and  ascension  into 
heaven.  Yet,  with  each  of  these  solemn 
forms  (lid  he  own  little  children  as  liis,  and 
consecrate  them  to  himself — at  the  same 
time  adding,  as  a  further  rebuke  upon  the 
disciples  for  seeming  to  think  them  inca- 
pable of  the  blessings  of  his  kingdom,, 
J  triii/j  I  saij  unto  you,  ivhosoever  ahall  not 
receive  the  kingdom  oj'  God  as  a  little  child,, 
shall  in  noxvise  enter  therein:  As  if  he  had. 
said,  "}ou  seem  to  stand  u[)on  distinctions,, 
and  to  think  of  qualilications  as  entitling, 
1   3 
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you  to  die  privileges  of  my  kingdom  ;  but, 
be  it  known  to  you,  that  the  very  best  of 
you  are  as  far  from  leaving  any  thiiig  to 
recommend  you  to  these  privileges  as  little 
infants  ;  and  if  you  receive  them  at  all,  it 
must  be  in  the  same  way  in  whicli  tliey  are 
extended  to  them,  by  the  free  gift  of 
God." 

On  another  occasion,  mentioned  by  three 
of  the  evangelists,  we  fmd  him  noticing 
young  chiMren,  and  speaking  of  them  in  a 
most  remarkable  nianner.  Having  taken 
one  up  into  his  arms,  he  said.  JVlwsoever 
shall  jxceive  one  such  little  child  in  mi)  name, 
receive th  me. — It  is  not  the  will  of  your 
Father  xvho  is  in  heaven,  that  one  of  these 
little  ones  should  perish,- — The  Son  of  man  is 
come  to  save  that  zchich  zcas  lost. — 2'ake  heed 
that  ye  despise  i.ot  one  of  these  little  ones  ; 
for  I  say  unto  you,  that  in  heaven  their 
anp;els  do  always  behold  the  face  oj  my  Father 
filhc  is  in  heaven.  I  know  not  how  others 
mnv  understand  this  language  of  our  Sa- 
vior.r,  but  to  me,  it  sounds  as  pointedly 
against  the  principles  and  practice  of  our 
Baptist  bielinen  as  though  it  had  bvcn  de- 
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signed  for  an  express  warning- against  their 
mistakes.  Can  we,  my  hearers,  doubt 
\\'hetherit  be  the  will  of  the  second  Adam, 
the  covenant  Head  of  all  the  redeemed,  that 
tliecliihhcn  of  liis  people  should  be  bap- 
tized into  his  name,  after  we  have  seen 
and  contemplated  him  in  the  attitude  in 
which  he  is  here  exhibited,  holding  a  lit- 
tle child  in  his  arms,  and  declaring  it  not 
to  be  tlie  will  of  his  heavenly  Father  that 
any  such  little  one  should  perish  ;  that 
tliough  all  be  in  danger  through  the  ori- 
ginal apostacy,  3'et  since  the  Son  of'  man  is 
come  to  save  that  zchich  xvas  lost^  he,  in  spe- 
cial, claims  little  children  as  the  objects  of 
his  redemption,  and  having  a  peculiar  af- 
lection  for  them,  requires  them  to  be  re- 
ceived, acknowledged,  and  treated  as  his 
members;  hereby  promising  that  any  kind- 
nesses rendered  to  them  for  his  sake,  shall 
be  accepted  and  rewarded  as  done  to  him- 
self; and  solenmly  cautioning  his  disciples, 
and  through  them,  all  others,  against  over- 
looking, neglecting,  or  in  any  way  despisi no- 
such  little  ones;  for  as  his  members,  they 
arc  the  charge  of  those  exalted  beings  who 
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stand  in    the  presence  of  God,    and  have 
the  angels  of  heaven  for  their  guardians  ? 

These  ideas  of  the  disciplesliip  of  httle 
children,  and  of  the  estimation  in  vvhlcli 
tliey  are  hekl  by  Christ,  taught  by  himself 
in  tlie  course  of  his  personal  mijistrv,  may 
assist  us  in  understanding  jiis  iinal  com- 
mission to  his  apostles,  directi;;g  them,  by 
tlie  rite  of  baptism,  to  enrol  all  nations  in 
the  number  of  his  visible  subjects  :  Go  ye 
and  teach  (the  import  of  tlie  Greek  word  is 
disciple  or  proseliftc)  all  nati^ons  baptizing^ 
them.  Could  these  orders  be  fulfilled  with- 
out the  admission  of  infants  into  the 
church?  Do  not  children  form  a  nume- 
rous and  important  part  of  every  nation  ? 
Are  they  not  always  included  in  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  ?  Does  not  the  term,  in. 
every  language,  comprehend  both  sexes, 
and  every  age  ;  from  an  infant  of  a  day 
to  the  hoary  head  ?  Is  it  conceivable  tliat 
the  apostles,  after  having  so  repeatedly 
seen  little  children  in  the  gracious  arms  of 
their  Saviour,  aiz-ain  and  ao;ain  witnessed 
the  tender  expressions  of  his  favour  and. 
aflectipn  towards    them,  been   themselve;s 
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the  objects  of  his  displeasure,  and  siiflered 
his  rebuke  for  keepini;-  them  from  him, 
heard  Iiim  solemnly  pronouncing  them ///> 
subjects,  and  declaring  that  xclwcrcr  re* 
ceivctli  than  in  his  mimCy  recei\eth  him  ;— 
after  all  this,  is  it  conceivable  that  when 
they  admitted  parents  into  the  nundx'r  of 
visible  disciples,  they  should  reject  their 
infant  offspring,  and  withhold  from  them 
the  discriminating  seal  of  discipleship  ? 
Jjcing  commanded  to  baptize  all  nations, 
v/ould  they  have  denied  baptism  to  the 
children  in  every  nation  ?  They  knew  what 
tlie  .tenor  of  God's  covenant  had  always 
been,  that  when  of  old,  the  gospel  was 
preached  unto  Abraham^  its  promise  was 
to  him  and  his  seed,  his  whole  family  being 
interested  in  it,  and  distinguished  by  its 
appointed  token  ;  that  tlius,  in  tlie  line  of 
his  descendants,  children  continued  to  be 
included  in  the  covenant  with  their  parents, 
from  generation  to  generation,  down  to  the 
])resent  time.  They  also  knew  that  when 
any  of  the  heathen  were  proselyted  to  the 
religion  of  the  Jews,  the  children  of  such 
proselytes  were  always  included  in  the  pro- 
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fesslon  of  their  parents,  and  by  circumcision 
and  the  other  rites  then  in  use,  became  as 
regular  members  of  the  Jewish  clmrch  as 
tlie  <:hikhen  of  Jews  themselves.  When 
tliercfore  the  period  arrived  for  extending 
to  all  the  families  of  the  earth,  privileges 
which  liad  hitherto  been  peculiar  to  tiie 
family  of  Abraham,  and  the  apostles  were 
commissioned  for  the  purpose  ;  must  they 
Hot  have  concluded  tliat  according  to  all 
former  usage,  the  children  of  those  other 
families  were  to  be  proselyted  witli  their 
parents  ? 

It  will  be  said,  that  instruction  precedes 
baptism.  With  respect  to  adults,  this  is 
so  far  true,  that  there  must  be  a  professed 
willingness  to  receive  instruction.  Such  a 
willingness,  however,  seems  to  have  been 
the  only  pre-requisite  deemed  necessary  ])y 
the  apostles.  When  any  hearer  of  the  gos- 
pel was  so  far  convinced  of  its  truth  as  to 
express  a  wMlliugness  to  enter  the  school  of 
Christ  in  order  to  further  instruction,  he 
was,  by  baptism,  forthwith  so  entered  and 
put  upon  the  list  of  disciples.  This  is  the 
precise  meaning  of  the  command  to  disciple 
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or  proselyte.  It  was  thus  tliat  the  apostles 
t'uUilled  tlieir  commission.  '1  hey  persuadecl 
as  many  as  possible,  in  this  way,  to  become 
disciples.  The  multitudes  baptized  on 
the  very  da}'  on  which  they  began  to  he 
instructed,  must  have  been,  with  respect  to 
christian  knowledge,  but  babes  indeed. 
Thus,  however,  they,  and  with  them  their 
children,  were  put  in  the  way  to  learn.  The 
latter,  according  to  their  age  and  standing, 
and  with  respect  to  what  the  christian 
covenant  required  of  them,  might  be  as 
perfect  as  tlieir  parents.  Christians  com- 
paratively the  most  eminent,  are  but  learn- 
ers :  they  know  but  in  part,  and  are  sanc- 
tified but  in  part.  The  grades  in  Christ's 
school  are  various,  and  proportioned  to  tlic 
ages,  capacities  and  opportunities  of  all  the 
scholars,  from  the  infant  to  the  old  man, 
and  from  the  newly  converted  pagan  to  the 
learned  rabbi  in  Israel.  The  baptists  con- 
fidently pronounce  young  children  inca- 
pable of  the  qualifications  of  Christ's  dis- 
ciples. Their  modesty  would  be  more  ap- 
parent in  submitting  to  /fis- judgment  ;  and 
justness  of  observation  might  lead  tliem  to 
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a  better  opinion  of  the  capacities  and  early 
improvements  of  children.  After  their 
birth,  not  many  weeks,  perhaps  not  many 
days  pass,  before  they  begin  to  learn. 
Though  it  may  be  some  time  before  they 
will  be  able  to  understand  the  christian 
doctrines,  yet,  favoured  with  the  tuition  of 
christian  parents,  and  constantly  expe- 
riencing a  christian  treatment,  they  may 
very  early  possess  the  very  temper  of 
Christ's  subjects. 

But  admitting  that  in  early  infancy  chil- 
dren are  incapable  of  instruction,  tliis  can 
be  no  argument  against  their  being  made 
disciples.  Thus  they  are  entered  into 
Clnist's  school,  and  destined  to  learn  of 
him.  ^Vhen  it  has  been  agreed  to  send  a 
child  to  any  particular  master,  he  is  there- 
upon called  the  scholar  of  that  master, 
though  as  yet  he  lias  not  begun  to  learn. 
In  Numbers  iii.  28,  we  thus  read  with  re- 
ference to  the  Kohathites,  *'  In  the  number 
of  alltb.e  males,  from  a  month  old  and  up- 
ward, were  eight  thousand  and  six  hundred, 
ketping  the  charge  of  the  sanctuary,'''*  If 
Jewish  infants  of  a  month  old,  might   be, 
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not  only  the  disciples  of  Moses,  bat  ofticcrs 
under  him,  keepej^s  of  the  cliarge  of  the 
sanctuary,  why  may  not  christian  in- 
fants be  the  disciples  of  Christ  ? — God 
promised  Abraham,  in  thy  seed  shall  all  na- 
tions  be  blessed.  In  fullilment  of  ttie  pro- 
mise, Christ  commanded  his  apostles,  to 
disciple  all  7iations,  baptizing  them.  Will 
any  undertake  to  prove  that  neither  in  the 
promise,  nor  in  the  command,  the  word 
wrtf//(?/z5  includes  children  ?  Had  ihe  com- 
mand been  as  the  Jewish  zealots  at  Antioch 
understood  it,  x\cts  xv.  that  all  nations 
were  to  be  circumcised  after  the  manner  of 
Moses,  every  one  would  have  supposed  that 
children  were  included.  Why  then  should 
not  this  be  supposed,  when  the  same  pur- 
pose is  to  be  answered  by  baptism  ?  This 
latter  rite  was  not,  in  that  age,  a  novelty. 
Of  the  whole  congregation  of  Israel,  upon 
their  first  entering  into  covenant  with  God 
after  their  exit  from  Egypt,  St.  Paul  says, 
that  ^'  They  were  all  baptized  imto  Moses 
in  the  cloud  and  in  the  sea."  From  ancient 
writers,  both  Jewish  and  Christian,  it  ap- 
pears that  in  conformity  to   this  original 
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baptism  of  their  whole  nation,  the  Jews 
were  accustomed  to  baptize  their  prose- 
lytes ;  and  that  on  such  occasions,  tlie 
whole  family  of  the  proselyt<?,  as  included 
in  his  profession,  were  baptized  with  him. 
"When  John  the  baptist  was  asked,  ^^  Why 
baptizest  thou  then,  if  thou  be  not  the 
Christ  ?''  the  question  implies  that,  as  their 
nation  of  old  had  been  baptized  unto 
Moses,  so  the  Jews  expected  that,  at  the 
coming  of  tlie  Messiah,  they  would  be 
again  baptized  as  proselytes  to  him.  When, 
therefore,  the  apostles  were  sent  forth  for 
this  purpose,  would  they  not  be  led  by  the 
prior  use  of  baptism,  to  apply  it  to  chil- 
dren with  their  parents  ? 

Our  brethren  ask,  "  can  infants  repent 
and  believer"  They  might,  with  as  much 
reason,  ask.  Can  infants  be  saved  ?  These 
conditions  of  adult  baptism  are  also  the 
express  conditions  of  salvation.  But  if  the 
salvation  of  an  infant  depends  not  upon 
these  conditions,  no  more  does  his  baptism. 
Our  Saviour  has  taught  us,  that  none  can 
be  saved  but  those  %vho  are  horn  ()f  water 
and  of  the  Spirit,     In  hope  that  our  infants 
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maybe  born  of  ihe  Spirit,  wc  wash  thcnt- 
with  water,  liut  to  pretend  that  they 
ouglit  not  to  be  so  washed,  because  they 
cannot  behcve,  is  as  absurd  as  it  woukl  be 
to  pretend  that  they  ought  nob  to  eat  be- 
cause tlicy  cannot  icork. — Wiuit  are  tlie 
excellencies  of  faith  and  repentance  that, 
by  virtue  of  these  qualifications  recently 
obtained,  adults  only  shoukl  be  considered 
as  meet  for  discipleship  to  the  exclusion  of 
unoffending  infants  ?  When  an  old  sinner 
laments  that  hitherto  he  has  hved  worse 
than  in  vain,  that  his  whole  life  has  passed 
in  trtasuring  up  rvratJi  against  the  day  of 
wrath  ;  does  this  his  repentance  render 
hini  more  worthy  of  a  relation  to  Christ, 
than  they  are  who  have  never  offended  ? 
If,  by  faith  and  repentance  through  the 
infinite  grace  of  the  gospel,  tlie  spots  of  sucli 
leopards  may  be  washed  out,  the  sable  hue 
of  such  Ethiops  may  be  changed;  is  it  not 
supposable  that  to  a  holy  God,  new  bora 
infants,  just  emerged  from  Ids  forming  hand 
and  free  from  all  actual  guilt,  when  pre- 
sented in  Ixiptism  by  christian  parents,  may 
be  an  offering  full  as    acceptable  ?     Why 
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should  they  not  be  thus  offered  ?  If 
parents  belong  to  the  number  of  Christ's 
visible  sheep,  why  should  they  not  bring- 
their  lambs  into  the  same  fold  with  them- 
selves, to  feed  in  tlie  same  pasture,  and  be 
under  the  care  and  guardianship  of  the 
same  divine  Shepherd  ? 

To  mC;  it  is  matter  of  admiration  how 
'any  can  seriously  doubt  whether  children 
were,  in  fict,  thus  introduced  by  the  apos- 
tles, when  we  find  that  of  six  baptisms  re- 
corded as  administered  by  St.  Paul,  tliree 
of  them  were  so  many  households,  that  of 
Stephenas,  of  Lydia,  and  of  the  jailer. 
The  circumstances  of  the  two  last  are 
particularly  related  ;  and  from  the  relation 
it  appears  that  each  of  these  families  were 
baptized  on  the  professed  faith  of  their  re- 
spective heads,  there  being  no  intimation 
of  any  profession  on  tlie  part  of  the  other 
members.  If  children,  in  all  ages,  were  to 
be  excluded  from  the  ordinance,  is  it  not 
astonishing  that  the  Holy  Ghost,  under 
whose  guidance  the  scriptures  were  written, 
should  have  used  a  term  which  naturally 
leads  every  unprejudiced  reader  immediately 
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to  lliliikof  children?  Not  only  in  common 
speccli,  but  throughout  the  liiblc,  the  woitl 
hoiLschuld  suggests  the  idea  of  children. 
M'hen  Pliaraoh  invited  Josepli's  brethieii 
to  bring  their  houselwlih  into  Egyj)t,  they 
tliereupon  carried  tlieir  wives  and  tlieir  little 
ones,  Genesis  xh  i.  5.  M'hen,  in  1  Timothy, 
iii.  4.  St.  Paul  says,  '^  A  bishop  must  rule 
well  his  own  house  or  household  (for  it  is 
the  same  word,)  this  explanation  follows, 
*Miavinghis  cliildrtn  in  subjection  with  all 
gravity."  The  baptism  of  households,  then, 
unquestionably  implies  that  of  children, 
together  with  that  of  other  yomig  persons 
belonging  to  tlic  family  in  the  condition  of 
servants. 

You  will  not  w  onder,  my  hearers,  that 
similar  instances  of  the  baptism  of  children 
occur  not  more  frequently  in  the  Acts  of 
the  apostles,  or  that  more  upon  the  sub- 
ject is  not  found  in  their  speeches  and 
writings,  when  you  shall  reflect  that  at 
the  commencement  of  Christianity,  the 
great  and  immediate  object  was,  to  proselyte 
adults.  If  householders  could  be  brouo'ht 
over  to  the  faith,  none,  in  that  age,  doubted 
K  3 
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of  their  families.     The  ideas  entertained  by 
the  ancients,    of  the  oneness  of  a   man's 
family  with  himself,  of  his  authority  over 
them,    and   responsibility  for    them,  were 
ranch  higher   and  more  strict,    than  those 
which  prevail   in  modern  times.     By  the 
laws  of  Romulus,  children  were  placed  un- 
der the  nnlimitcd  control  and  at  the  abso- 
lute disposal  of  their  parents  ;    and  by  the 
laws  of  Moses,  they  were  so  far  considered 
as  the  property  of  the  father  tliat,  if  he  be- 
came a  bankrupt,   they   were  liable  to  be 
seized   among  his  other  effects,  and  sold 
into  slavery,    or    retained  in    bondage    to 
the  creditor.     It  was    therefore  takqn  for 
granted  universally,  both  among  Jews  a;id 
Gentiles,  that  all    the  branches  of  a  family 
were  included  in  tlie  profession  of  its  head. 
When  parents  embraced  Christianity, -and 
submitted  to  baptism,  that  of  their  children 
followed  as  a   thing   of  course.     As   this 
accorded  with  the  sense  of  «11   men,  and 
with  the  ^customs   and    usages  universally 
predominant   in   that  age,   and  w^as  never 
once  called  in  question,  there  v/as  no  occa- 
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sion  fur  any  particular  statement  upon  the 
subject. 

Our  baptist  brethren  endeavour  to  evade 
the  force  of  all  our  arguments  by   urging, 
that,    ''  no  persons  are  tlic  proper  subjects 
of  a  positive  institute  wlio  are  not  express- 
ly mentioned   in  the  institute  itself."     13ut 
do  they,  in  other  respects,    adhere  to  this 
rule  r     I  cliaritably   suppose  that  those  of 
tlicm    mIio  are   seriously    rehgious,     make 
conscience  of  keeping  lioly  the   first  day 
of  the  week  ;  but  where  has   Christ  or  his 
apostles  said,    *'  Thou  slialt  remember  tlie 
first  day  of  the  week   to  keep  it  holy  ?" 
They  admit  females  to  tlie  Lord's  table  ;  but 
where  is  it  said,  ''  Let  women,  as  well  as 
men,  do  this  in   remembrance  of  me?"     I 
am  far  from  intimating  that  they  are  wrong 
in  these   observances;  but  surely  there   is 
as  much  CA'idence  from  scripture  to  prove 
that  we  are  right  in  the  baptism  of  infants. 
Indeed,   with  respect   to  this  ordinance  of 
baptism,     they   require   the  immersion   of 
tlie  whole  body,  and  deny  baptism  in  every 
otlier  form  ;  but  where   do   they  find   the 
divine  injunction,  *'  Thou  shalt  baptize  by 
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immersion  only  r"  If  they  think  two  or 
three  words,  vaguely  and  incorrectly  trans- 
lated, to  be  an  authority  equivalent  to  a 
command  ;  we  think  tb.at  we  have  pro- 
duced incomparably  better,  more  substan- 
tial and  satisfactory  proofs  of  the  disciple- 
ship  of  infants,  of  their  being  included  in 
the  covenant  with  their  parents,  and  of 
their  scripture  riglit  to  the  seal  of  that 
covenant.  They  were  thus  included  in  it 
from  its  lirst  proposal  to  an  apostate  world. 
By  the  express  command  of  God,  they  re- 
ceived the  external  token  of  the  covenant 
from  the  days  of  Abraham  down  to  the 
coming  of  our  Saviour.  This  covenant 
constituted  the  church  and  kingdom  of 
God,  of  which  the  Israelites  were  members 
and  subjects.  Its  outward  form  and  rites 
liave  been  changed,  but  the  qualifications 
of  its  subjects  have  been  always  the  same. 
The  prophets  and  apostles  were  all  mem- 
bers and  ministers  of  the  same  cliurch. 
When,  for  their  rejection  of  the  Messiah, 
the  kingdom  of  God  was  taken  from  tlie 
Jews,  and  given  to  the  Gentiles,  the  transfer 
made  no   alteration  with  respect   to  what 
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is  icciuircd  in  its  subjects.  The  gospel  Is 
but  an  illiistnilioii  and  fidfihnent  of  God's 
pionuse  ill  Ills  covenant  with  Abraluini,  //^ 
f//j/  sea!  shall  all  nations  be  blessed.  For 
the  carrying  of  this  })rondse  into  effect,  the 
apostles  were  sent  ^ovi\\  to  disciple  all  na- 
tions, huplizing  them.  Authorized  by  this 
commission,  they  proclaimed  the  promise 
of  grace  as  extending  to  children,  with 
their  parents,  and  baptized  the  families  of 
believers,  expressly  declaring  their  children 
as  theirs,  to  be  saints.  While  these  truths 
are  prominent  in  the  word  of  God,  there 
can  be  no  reason  to  scruple  the  lawfulness 
of  infant  baptism.  However  faulty  our 
churches  may  be  in  other  respects,  yet  in 
this  question,  we  have  the  scriptures,  as 
wtH  as  anticiuity,  and  all  the  national 
cliurchcs  in  Christendom,  on  our  side. 

As  the  mode  of  baptism  by  immersion, 
and  the  exclusion  of  infant^  from  the  or- 
dinance, are  two  distinct  questions,  having 
no  apj)arent  connection  \\i':h  each  other, 
and  (haw  after  thcni  trains  of  arguments 
equally  separate  and  distinct  ;  it  seems 
i>omew]iat  siii2,'nlarand  unaccountable  that 
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these  two  points,  so  dissimilar  in  them- 
selves; shoLiUl  have  been,  for  more  than 
two  centuries  past,  uniformly  associated  in 
the  minds  of  a  particular  sect  of  christians. 
It  affords  some  room,  at  least,  for  suspicion 
that  their  opinions  are  formed  not  from 
evidence  alone.  I  would  not,  however,  be 
understood  as  insinuating  that  there  are 
no  sincere  christians  among  them*  I  rather 
liope  that  there  may  be  some  such  among 
each  of  the  denominations  in  Christendom, 
and  should  rejoice  to  see  all  these  different 
persuasions  mutually  extending  tlieir 
christian  charity  towards  each  other.  Tins 
would  be  a  substantial  proof  of  the  reality 
of  their  religion.  Bij  this,  says  our  Saviour, 
*'  Shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  dis- 
ciples, if  ye  love  one  another." 

The  spirit  of  division  and  separation, 
which  so  generally  niaiks  tliosc  of  the  Bap- 
tist persuasion,  is  most  oj^j^osite  to  that  of 
christian  charity.  Their  excluding  all 
other  christians  from  fellowship  with  them, 
savours  not  a  little  of  the  spirit  of  those 
ancient  hyj)Ociites  M'ho  said,  '''standby 
thyself,  come  not  near  mc  ;  for  I  am  holier 
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than  thou."  The  very  ])lca  wliicli  they 
oftl-r  as  :iu  excuse  for  this  conduct,  is,  in 
itself,  a  further  expression  of  au  assuming 
and  arrogant  sj)Irit.  *'  Ye  have  not  been 
l)aptized,''  say  tliey,  "  therefore  we  cannot 
conniume  with  you."  Thus  they  jud^c 
their  brethren,  deny  tlieir  baptism,  and  set 
them  at  noi/o-ht  as  unchristened  heathens. 
By  excluding  us  from  the  table  of  the  Lord, 
they  imjjlicitly  tell  us  that  we  cannot  share 
with  them  in  a  crucified  Saviour.  Christ 
is  not  divided,  nor  has  he  two  tables,  one  for 
tliem  and  another  for  us.  By  engrossing 
it  to  themselves,  they  treat  us  as  outcasts. 
M'hen  men  have  been  once  plunged,  they 
seem  to  be  incurably  baptized  into  this 
uncharitableness,  into  a  sect  or  party,  rather 
than  into  that  reli^'ion  which  is  intended 
for  all  nations,  which  breathes  peace  on 
earth  and  universal  good  will.  In  direct 
opposition  to  this  spirit  of  the  gospel,  they 
in  this  place,  who  have  lately  gone  over  to 
the  Baptist  persuasion,  have  thereupon 
withdrawn  themselves  from  this  liouse  of 
worship,  from  the  word  and  sacraments 
here  administered,  from  all  connection  with 
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this  christian  assembly,  and  are  now  setting 
lip  altar  against  altar.  Thus  schism,  with 
all  its  attendant  evils,  has  taken  place. 
Could  the  great  enemy  of  Christ  and  liis 
church  have  hit  upon  a  project  more  effec- 
tual for  the  subversion  of  the  general  in- 
terests of  relio'ion  ?  A  house  or  a  kino-dom 
divided  against  itself,  cannot  stand.  Of 
all  the  duties  enjoy ned  upon  us  in  the  gos- 
pel, are  there  any  upon  which  greater  stress 
is  laid,  or  more  precepts  and  exhortations 
given,  than  upon  those  of  peace  and  union, 
brotherly  love  and  mutual  charity  ?  *'  Be- 
hold, how  good,  and  how  pleasant  it  is,  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity  !"  Ad- 
dressing himself  to  the  Corinthians,  St. 
Paul  says,  '*  Now  I  beseech  you,  brethren, 
by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
there  be  no  divisions  among  you."  To  the 
christians  at  Rome,  disputing  about  reli- 
gious ceremonies,  he  continues  through  the 
whole  of  the  14th.  and  part  of  the  15th. 
chapter  of  his  epistle,  to  urge  them  to  a 
mutual  charity,  notwithstanding  their  dif- 
ferent sentiments.  With  all  his  apostolic 
authority  he  enjoins  it  upon  each  party  to 
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receive  one  another  as  brethren  in  good 
stancHng.  lie  clearly  teaches  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  and  tliat  no  man  ought 
to  be  censured  for  doinse;  or  not  doinir  ^vhat 
he  cither  does  or  forbears  to  do  from  a  prin- 
ciple of  obedience  to  the  divine  will.  "  Who 
art  thou  that  judgest  another  man's  ser- 
vant ?"  To  his  own  master  he  standeth  or 
falletli.  In  matters  of  conscience,  we  are 
accountable  to  God  only.  Let  evert/  maiiy 
therefore,  be  fully  persuaded  in  im  ffwn  mind. 
While  our  brethren  are  left  in  the  full  en- 
joyment of  this  liberty,  what  just  cause  can 
they  have  for  separation  ?  If  with  their 
new  ideas  of  baptism,  they  have  also  ob- 
tained new  hearts  and  right  spirits  ;  by 
continuing  here,  with  these  newly  acquired 
principles  of  grace  and  holiness,  manifest- 
ing themselves  in  every  good  word  and 
work,  how  much  evil  might  have  been 
prevented,  and  how  greatly  might  the 
general  interests  of  religion  be  advanced  by 
shining  examples  of  the  power  of  Godliness  ! 
To  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  town,  to 
the  interests  of  civil  society,  as  well  as  to 
those  of  religion,    continued  union  would 
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be  exceedingly   beneficial.      For  what  are 
all  these  signal  advantao-es  sacrificed  ?  Can 
any  believe  that,  with  such  sacrifices,  the 
God  of  Peace  and  the  Prince  of  Peace,  are 
well  pleased  ?     Throughout  the  New  Tes- 
tament, schism  appears  in  the  catalogue  of 
the  most  grievous    sins,  is  branded   as  the 
fruit  of  the  carnal  and  fleshly  mind,  and  the 
authors  and  abettors  of  it  are  represented 
as  dangerous  associates,  whom  all  serious 
christians  are    required    most  heedfully  to 
shun.     The   eminently  pious,    as    well   as 
learned  BcLvter,  who,  in  his  day  is  said  to 
have  written  more  books  agai.  st  the  Bap- 
tists, than  any  other  British  author,  gives 
it  as    his  judgment,    that   their   spirit  of 
separation   is   the   most    dangerous   of  all 
their  errors.     "  I  am  not,"   says   he  *^  half 
so  zealous  to  turn  men  from  the   opinions 
of  the  Anabaptists,    as    I   am  to    persuade 
both  them  and  others,  to  live  together  in 
mutual  love  and  church   communion,  not- 
withstanding    such     diiferences."     While 
we  continue  to  lament  what  was  so  sincerely 
lamented  by  all    good  men ;  let  it  be  our 
care,  my  brethren,  so  to  conduct  ourseh  es^ 
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that  if  ofVenccs  come,  \vc  may  not  be  the 
faulty  cause;  and  may  the  sphit  of  truth  pre- 
serve us  from  every  false  way,  and  teach 
us  how  to  walk  so  as  to  please  God! 


THE    END. 


3.  G.  Baiiiard,  rriiUtr,  bkiuiier-Slieet,  LwDdon 
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THE 


NATURE  AND  DESIGN 


OF    A 


CHRISTIAN  CHURCH. 


r  CoRiN.  i.  2. 


Vnio  the  Church  of  God,  which  is  at  Corinth  ;  to  them 
tcho  are  sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus ,  called  to  be  saints, 
with  all  that  in  every  place  call  upon  the  na7}ie  of  Jems 
Christ  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and  ours, 

JL  HAT  we  may  better  understand  the 
apostle's  idea  of  a  church  of  God,  we  must 
bear  in  mind  that  the  Corinthians,  before 
the  gospel  was  preached  among  tliem, 
were  ^' Gentiles  carried  away  unto  dumb 
idols,  even  as  they  were  led.  Those  of 
them  who  received  the  doctrine  preached 
by  the  apostles,  renounced  the  idolatrous 


forms  and  places  of  worsliip,  and  united 
together  to  worsliip  God  through  Jesus 
Christ,  in  tlie  manner  whicli^the  gospel 
prescribes.  JV/c'^e  are  called  a  cluirch,  which 
in  the  original  language,  properly  signifies 
a  stlcct  company,  or  an  assembly  called 
forth  from  the  rest  of  mankind  for  some 
particular  purpose,  more  especially  for  tiie 
purpose  of  religious  worship.  The  church 
in  Corinth  was  that  number  of  persons, 
who  liad  come  out  from  among  their 
idolatrous  fellow  citizens  for  the  true  wor- 
ship of  God  in  Christ. 

The  apostle  describes  them,  *'as  sanc- 
tified in  Christ  Jesus,  and  called  to  be 
saints."  V/e  cannot  suppose  that  by  this 
description  he  intended  to  represent  all  the 
members  of  the  Corinthian  church  to  be 
gracious  J  godly  persons  :  many  passages, 
in  this  and  his  second  epistle  to  them,  im- 
port that  he  thought  otherwise  ;  but  these 
phrases  rather  signify,  that  they  had  been 
called  out  of  the  world,  and  separated 
fjom  others,  that  they  might  be  a  ])cculiar 
people  to  Cod.  They  u:cre  called  to  be 
holy.  The  words,  sanctified,  saints,  and 
holy,  applied  to  bodies  of  men.  are  usuall) 


tor  be  taken  in  tlie  same  general  sense,  as 
christianSy  disciples^  anil  brethren ;  to  express 
their  visible  relation  and  /;/'c>/me^/ character, 
ratlicr  tlian  a  certain  judgment  concerning 
their  habitual  temper.  Tlie  sabbath,  the- 
temple,  its  utensils,  and  the  ground  oa 
AV'hich  it  stood,  are  called  /zo/y,  and  said  to 
be  sanctijied,  because  they  were  separated 
from  a  common  to  a  sacred  use.  The  na- 
tion of  the  Jews,  in  which,  at  its  best 
state,  were  great  numbers  of  ungodly  meny 
is  called  holy,  as  being  separated  from 
other  nations,  for  the  service  of  the  true 
God.  Moses  says.  "  Ye  are  a  holy  people 
to  the  Lord,  a  peculiar  treasure,  a  kingdom 
of  priests."  So  the  christian  church  is  call- 
ed ''  A  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priest- 
hood, a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people."  The 
word  saints,  in  many  places  stands  opposed, 
not  to  unsound  Christians,  but  to  the 
heathen  worlil,  particularly  in  the  passages 
which  speak  of  persecution  against  the 
saints,  of  ministering  to  the  saints,  and  of 
distributino-  to  the  necessities  of  the  saints  : 
and  in  that  remarkable  passage  which  deno- 
minates the  children  of  a  believer  hoi^,    ui 

A  o 


distinction  from  the  children  of  the  un- 
beheving,  who  are  called  unclean. 

The  apostle  farther  describes  the  Corin- 
thian church,  as  consisting  of  tiiose  who 
*^  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  ;"  who  own  hmi  to  be  their  \jox(\  and 
Saviour,  profess  to  hope  for  salvation 
through  him  and  worship  God  in  his 
name. 

He  directs  his  epistle  "To  all,  who,  in 
every  place,  call  on  the  name  of  Christ  Jesus 
the  Lord,  botli  theirs  and  ours."  In  this 
address,  he  signifies,  that  there  is  a  sacred 
relation  subsisting  among  all  Christians  in 
every  place,  and  that,  as  they  profess  sub- 
jection to  one  common  Lord,  so  they  ought 
to  maintain  communion  one  \ritli  another. 

The  words  of  our  text  will  naturally 
lead  us  to  consider, 

I.     The  nature  o^  2i  church  of  God. 

n.     The  end  of  its  institution. 

IIL  The  relation  which  children  bear 
to  it. 

IV.  The  qua  liji cations  requisite  fxjr 
admission  into  it.     And, 


V.  The  fcHoicahip,  which  ouglit  to 
suhsist  among  its  members. 

I.  We  are  to  consider  the  nature  of  a 
church  of  God. 

Its  general  nature,  as  a  select  company, 
called  forth  from  the  world,  for  the  worship 
and  service  of  God,  we  have  already  stated 
in  the  opening  of  our  text.  Some  further 
illustrations,  however,  will  be  necessary. 

The  church  is  sometimes  distinguished 
into  tlie  invisible  and  the  visible  church. 
Wy  the  invisible  church,  is  intended  the 
whole  number  of  real  saints  in  all  places 
and  ages  ;  the  whole  family  in  Heaven  and 
earth  ;  those  whom  Christ  will  gather  to- 
gether in    one  body   in    Heaven.     This  is 

that  MOUNT  ZION,  THE  CITY  OF  THELIVIXG 
God,  THE    HEAVENLY    JERUSALEM,   which 

consists  of  an  innumerable  company  of 
angels,  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect, 
and  the  general  assembly  and  church  of 
the  first  born,  who  were  enrolled  in  Heaven. 
By  the  visible  church  are  meant  all  those 
who  have  been  visibly  dedicated  to  God  in 
Christ,  and  have  not,  by  infidelity,  heresy, 
or  scandal,    cut  themselves  off  from  the 
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society  of  Christians  ;  or,  in  the  words  of 
our  apostle,  "  All  who,  in  every  jilace,  tali 
on  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

The  visihle church  is  again  distinguislied 
into  the  cafJwUc  or  general  clmxch,  and  into 
local  or  particular  churches.  The  word  is 
often  used  to  denote  all  the  prafessecl^(^0Y>\o 
of  God  in  all  nations  and  ages.  In  this 
large  sense  it  is  to  be  understood,  when 
Christ  is  said  to  be  made  head  of  the  church, 
and  the  church  is  described  as  subject  to 
him.  The  whole  Jewish  nation,  which 
M-as  chosen  of  God,  to  be  a  peculiar  people 
to  himself,  is  called  the  church.  It  is  said 
of  Moses,  ^' He  was  in  the  church  in  the 
wilderness." 

When  this  people,  by  their  great  and 
increasing  corruption,  were  ripening  apace 
for  destruction,  God  sent  his  own  Son,  the 
promised  Redeemer  to  rescue  from  ruin  hi& 
sinking  church.,  and  place  it  on  a  larger, 
and  surer  establishment.  By  his  teaching, 
and  the  ministry  of  his  apostles,  who  were 
trained  up  under  his  inimediate  discipline, 
a  considerable  number  of  subjects  were 
gained  over  to  his  kingdom,  while  he  was 
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••»ii  cajtli.  Just  before  his  ascension,  he 
L>:ivc  these  apostles  a  commission  to  go 
tortii,  and  spread  his  doctrine,  and  collect 
subjects  among-  all  nations.  His  churcli, 
w  hich  betbie  stood  on  the  foundation  of  the 
'prophets,  now  stands  on  the  foundation  of 
the  apostles  also,  he  liimself  being  the  cor- 
ner stoti^,  in  which  both  parts  of  the  fovm- 
datiou  meet  and  are  united.  Tlie  church 
was  formerly  Hmited  to  one  nation,  but 
now  it  is  indiscriminately  extended  to  all. 
In  the  city  of  Jerusalem  there  were  many, 
who,  before  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
consorted  for  the  worship  of  God  in  Christ. 
To  these  were  soon  added  multitudes,  who 
continued  in  the  apostles'  doctrine  and  fel- 
lowship, and  in  breaking  of  bread  and  in 
prayers.  1  hey  were  called  ///e  church. 
After  the  gospel  was  spread  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, that  it  was  no  longer  possible  for  all 
the  believers  to  attend  the  worship  of  God 
in  the  same  place,  particular  religious 
societies,  in  divers  places,  were  formed  for 
the  convenience  of  worship,  each  of  which 
liad  the  name  of  a  church. 

These  societies  of  Christians,  united  in 
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different  places  for  mutual  edification  in  the 
joint  worship  of  God,  are  what  we  mean 
hy  particular  churches,  in  distinction  from 
the  catholic  or  imiversal  church.  Thus  the 
Christians  in  Corinth,-  those  in  Galatia, 
those  in  Ephesus,  those  in  Tliessalonica, 
are  called  a  church.  But  as  all  these  parti- 
cular churches  received  the  same  gospel, 
maintained  the  same  form  of  worship,  and 
professed  subjection  to  the  same  Lord, 
so  they  are  often  considered  as  one  church. 
Though  \\Q  read  of  many  churches,  yet 
these  are  only  so  many  different  parts  of 
the  same  universal  church.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  same  great  body,  apartments 
of  the  same  house,  provinces  of  the  same 
empire.  With  regard  to  their  several  juris- 
dictions and  places  of  worship,  they  are 
distinct;  but  yet  one  in  the  main,  as  they 
call  on  the  same  Jesus,  their  common  Savi- 
our and  Lord. 

As  there  was  in  the  apostolic  times,  so 
there  is  now,  frequent  occasion  for  new 
churches  to  be  formed.  But  from  the  pre- 
ceding observations,  it  appears,  that  when- 
ever a  new  church  is  erected,  careful  regard 
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should  l)C  had  to  her  coninuiuiou  with 
other  churches,  as  well  as  to  the  commu- 
nion of  her  own  members  among  them- 
selves; otherwise  tlie  body  of  Christ  is 
divided,  and  the  bond  of  peace  is  broken. 

Among  the  members  of  every  particular 
church,  there  is  always  supposed  to  be  a 
solemn  covenant  and  agreement  to  walk 
together  in  the  commands  and  ordinances 
of  Christ,  to  watch  over  one  anotlier  in 
meekness  and  love,  and  to  be  fellow- 
helpers  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  The 
church  in  Corinth  is  said  to  come  together 
ifito  one  place.  The  church  in  Jerusalem  is 
cautioned  7iot  to  forsake  the  assembling  of 
themselves  together ;  and  required,  to  exhort 
one  another^  and  to  consider  one  another, 
that  they  may  provoke  to  love  and  to  good 
works.  And  Christians  are  enjoined  to  be 
subject  07ie  to  another. 

The  covenant  between  the  members  of  a 
particular  church,  to  walk  together  in  the 
ordinances  of  Christ,  is  of  sacred  obhga- 
tion  ;  and  when  any  of  them  have  occasion 
to  remove  to  another  church,  they  should 
do  it  in  a  manner  consistent  with  Christian 
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order,  peace  and  comnumion.  ^Vhen  a 
number  of  Christians  unite  in  a  new  clnarch, 
still  they  must  consider  themselves  as  mem* 
bers  of  the  general  body,  and  seek  not 
merely  their  own  profit  but  the  profit  of 
many. 

II.  The  end  for  which  a  church  was 
instituted,  and  the  purpose  for  which  we 
are  called  into  it,  is  what  we  proposed, 
in  the  second  place,  to  consider. 

Christ's  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world. 
As  the  nature,  so  the  design  of  it  is  purely 
spiritual;  it  is,  that  in  the  enjoyment  of 
suitable  means  we  may  be  trained  up  in 
knowledge  and  holiness ;  and  thus  formed 
to  a  meetness  for  future  glory. 

It  is  said,  the  Lord  added  to  the  church 
daily  such  as  should  be  saved.  This  is  not 
to  be  understood  as  importing,  that  all  Avho 
joined  themselves  to  the  church  were  finally 
saved.  There  were  in  that,  as  there  are  in 
all  ages,  many  who  call  Christ  their  Lord, 
and  eat  and  drink  in  his  presence,  but  still 
are  workers  of  iniquity.  But  they  are 
called  the  saved,  because  they  are  admitted 
to  the  offers  and  means  of  salvation.     In 


this  sense  also,  baptism  is  said  to  s^rve  us; 
not  as  conveying  an  inniiediate  right  to  sal- 
vation, but  as  being  the  appointc<l  way  of 
introduction  into  the  visible  church,  where 
the  means  of  salvation  arealTorded.  In  the 
same  sense  we  are  to  understand  those  pas- 
sages, where  salvation  is  promised  to  wliole 
families  on  the  faith  of  the  liead.  Not  tliat 
Jiis  faith  entitles  them  to  eternal  life,  but 
that  it  brings  them  into  the  visible  church, 
iind  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  means  of  salva- 
tion. *'  Noah,  by  faith,  prepared  an  ark 
to  the  savini^r  of  liis  house ;  the  like  fii^ure 
whereunto,  even  baptism  doth  now 
^ave  us." 

As  without  holiness,  none  can  be  ad- 
mitted into  God's  heavenly  kingdom, 
*^'  Christ  gave  liimself  for  the  church,  that 
he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it  with  the 
washing  of  water  by  the  word,  that  he 
might  present  it  to  himself  a  glorious 
church,  not  having  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any 
such  thing  ;  but  that  it  should  be  holy  and 
without  blemish."  The  church,  in  our 
text,  is  described,  as  consisting  of  those 
who  are  called  to  be  holy,     Christ  has  set  in 
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his  church,  teachers  for  her  edification, 
"  that  we  might  all  come  in  the  unity  of 
faith  and  knowledge,  to  the  measure  of  the 
stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ;  and  pro- 
fessing the  truth  in  love,  might  grow  up  in 
to  him  in  all  things." 

Love  is  a  most  important  hranch  of 
gospel  holiness.  Christians  "  are  chosen 
in  Christ,  that  they  might  be  holy  and 
without  blame  before  him  in  love;  and 
might  purify  their  souls  in  obeying  the 
truth,  through  the  spirit,  unto  unfeigned 
love  of  the  brethren."  Christ  has,  there- 
fore, appointed  that  his  disciples,  dwelliog 
together  in  social  connection,  and  main- 
taining fellowship  in  religious  duties, 
should  increase  and  abound  in  love  one  to- 
ward another,  and  toward  all  men.  They 
are  directed  *'  to  forbear  one  another  in 
love,  and  keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the 
bond  of  peace,  because  there  is  one  body," 
or  church,  of  which  they  are  all  members, 
and  '•*  one  spirit,  one  Lord,  one  faith,  and 
one  baptism."  In  order  to  their  enjoying 
the  grace  of  God,  for  their  increase  and 
edification,  they  must,  like  the  parts  of  a 


biiikling,  be  '*  fitly  IVanicd  into  each  other, 
and  be  biiiklcd  together  for  an  habitation  of 
Crod  throLigli  the  spirit." 

Having  ilUistratcd  the  nature  and  design 
of  a  church  of  God,  we  will  now  attend  to 
the  next  proposed  inquiry-. 

III.  Wliat  relation  cliildven  bear  to  the 
church? 

This  will  be  necessar}-,  previously  to 
our  staling  the  quaUfications  of  adult  pro- 
selytes. 

AV'hcn  first  the  apostles  went  forth  to 
preach  the  gospel,  and  eiect  churches  in 
the  world,  mankind  in  general  were  in  a 
state  0^  heathenism,  ox  Judaism;  and,  either 
liad  not  heard  of  the  gospel,  or  did  not 
believe  it  to  be  divine.  From  among  these, 
were  they  to  make  proselytes  to  Christi- 
anity. 

What  they  required  of  tlie  proselytes, 
whom  they  admitted  into  the  cliurch  of 
Ciod,  was  a  professed  belief  that  Jesus  was 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God.  This  profes- 
sion of  faith  in  Christ  necessarily  implied  a 
promise  of  obedience  to  him. 

Now  as  the  apostles  admitted  adult  pro- 
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sclytes  into  the  church  by  baptism,  s<y 
there  is  sufficient  ground  to  beheve,  tliat 
tliey  admitted  to  this  ordinance  the  chil- 
dren of  proselytes,  in  token  of  God's  mer- 
ciful regard  to  them,  and  of  their  parents' 
obhgation  to  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  In  this  "-ene- 
lal  sense,  the  baptised  offspring  of  behevers 
are  within  tlie  church;  having  God's  cove- 
nant seal  upon  them,  and  being  under  the 
care  of  those  who  h^ave  covenanted  to  bring 
them  up  for  him. 

As  many  as  are  comprehended  within 
God's  covenant,  and  are  the  subjects  of  its 
gracious  promises,  undeniably  belong  to  the 
church;  for  this  is  founded  on  the  cove- 
nant. That  the  children  of  professed  be- 
lievers are  within  the  covenant,  is  evident 
from  passages  of  scripture,  too  numerous  to 
be  here  particularly  recited.  The  promise 
to  Abraham  was  made  also  to  his  infant 
seed,  who  were  to  receive  the  seal  and 
token  of  the  promise,  as  well  as  he;  and 
as  many  as  received  it  not,  were  said  to 
have  broken  God's  covenant;  and  these 
were  to  be  cut  off,  or  excluded  fiom  among 
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tlu'Ir  people.    Had  they  not  been  within  the 
coNcnant,  and  among  the  people  of  God,  their 
want  of  the  seal  could  not  have  been  a  breach 
of  the  covenant,  or  the  ground  of  an  exclu- 
sion from  the  people.     Moses  says   to  the 
congregation  of  Israel,   "  Ye   stand   all  of 
you    before    the   Lord  your  God;  all   the 
men  of  Israel,  your  little  ones  and  your 
wives ;  that  thou  shouldest  enter  into  cove- 
nant with  the  Lord  thy  God,  that  he  may 
establish  thee  for  a  people  to  himself,  as  he 
hath   sworn   to   Abrahan^"     Express   pro- 
mises are  made  to  children,  as  the  seed  of 
those  who  are  in  covenant,  particularly  the 
promise  of  God's  word,   and  of  his  spirit. 
"  God  established   a   testimony  in  Jacob, 
\vhich  he  commanded  the  fathers,  that  they 
should  make  it  known  to  their  children, 
that   the  generation  to    come  might   also 
know  it."     ^*  Circumcision  has  much  the 
advantage  every  way,    chiefly  because    to 
them  are  committed  the  oracles   of  God." 
"  To  Jacob  his  servant,  and  to  Israel  his 
chosen,    God    promises,    I    will    pour   my 
spirit   on   thy    seed,   and    my    blessing   on 
thine  offspring,  and  thev  shall  sprnig  up 
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as  among  the  grass,  and  as  willows  by  the 
water-courses.*'  This  is  God's  covenant 
w^ith  them  who  turn  from  transgression  in 
Jacob.  "  My  spirit  which  is  upon  thee, 
and  my  words  which  I  have  put  in  thy 
mouth,  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  inoutli, 
nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  seed."  Infants 
are  called  the  children  of  the  church;  and 
the  gentiles  are  described  in  prophecy,  as 
coming  to  the  church  with  their  children 
in  their  arms,  yi//  these  gather  themselves 
together  and  come  to  thee  ;  ,to  Zion,  Gocfs 
church,  theij  a  ha  II  bring  thi/.  sons  in  their 
ai^ms,  and  thy  daughters  shall  be  carried  on 
their  shoulders.  The  children  of  those 
who  are  in  covenant,  are  distinguished 
from  others  as  God's  children,  bom  unto- 
him.  God  says  to  his  ancient  church,  *'  I 
entered  into  covenant  with  thee,  and  thou 
becamest  mine ;  l)ut  thou  hast  taken  thy 
sons  and  thy  daughters,  which  thou  hast 
born  unto  me,  and  hast  sacrificed  them: 
thon  hast  slain  my  children."'  It  is 
foretold,-  that  in  the  time  of  the  church's 
prosperity,  **  the  pc(>j)le  shall  not  labour 
in  vain,  nor  bring  forth  ^ov  trouble,  for  they 
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are  tTic  seed  of  tlieblessetl  of  llie  Lord,  aiuf 
tlicir  ortspring  with  them."'  Tlic  Redeemer 
is  described  by  Isaiah,  as  one  '*  who  shall 
feed  his  flock  like  a  shepherd,  and  sluiU 
gather  the  lambs  with  his  arms,  and  carry 
them  in  his  bosom.''  When  he  appeared 
on  eartli,  he  commanded  that  children 
shonld  be  brought  to  him  :  those  who  were 
brought,  lie  took  into  his  arms,  and 
blessed,  declaring  them  subjects  of  his 
kingdom.  But  in  what  sense  are  they 
such,  if  they  belong  not  to  his  church,  but 
to  the  kingdom  of  Satan?  When  Christ 
instituted  the  ordinance  of  baptism,  he 
pointed  out  the  subjects  of  it  in  such  gene- 
ral terms,  as  might  naturally  be  supposed 
to  include  children  ;  and  his  apostles,  who 
knew  how  he  had  ever  treated  children, 
who  had  heard  his  directions  concerninjr 
them,  and  who  could  not  be  ignorant,  that, 
under  former  dispensations  of  the  cove- 
nant, children  were  comprehended  with 
their  parents,  must  understand  them  to  be 
included  in  tliis  instruction,  dhcipk  ail 
7Hitwns^  baptizing  them.  Accordingly,  in 
the   lirst  instance   of   their    administerimr 
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baptism,  after  this  commission,  they  placed 
the  reason  of  it,  and  the  riglit  to  it,  on  a 
basis  which  ahke  supports  the  baptism  of 
beHevers,  and  of  their  children.  "  Repent 
and  be  baptized  for  the  remission  of  sins, 
and  ye  shall  receive  the  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  for  the  promise  is  to  you  and  to 
your  children."  They  considered  the 
children  of  beUevers  as  holy,  in  distinction 
from  the  children  of  unbelievers.  And  it 
appears  to  have  been  their  practice,  when 
they  baptized  a  believing  householder,  to 
baptize  also  his  household  ;  those  who  were 
his,  and  under  his  government  And  it  is 
observable,  that  among  all  the  instances  of 
baptism,  mentioned  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, we  find  not  one  baptized  at  adult 
age,  who  appears  to  have  been  born  of 
Christian  parents ;  but  they  were  all  pro- 
selytes from  Judaism,  or  from  heathenism. 

Our  English  word  church,  signifies  the 
house,  or  family  of  the  Lord.  It  is  a  well 
chosen  word  ;  for  the  church  is  often  called, 
a  family  or  household.  But  who  needs  to 
be  told,  that  children  are  members  of  the 
family  in  which  they  are  born  }     It  is  oftei^ 


called  a  aV//,  a  natlou,  a  people.  But  who 
t'ver  inia2:iuetl  that  these  terms  excluded 
cliildicn:  If  a  city  is  incorporated  are  not 
L-liildrcii  members  of  the  corporation,  as 
well  as  their  parents?  If  a  privilege  is 
granted  to  a  people,  do  not  ehihheu  be- 
come intitled  to  it.  If  a  form  of  jrovem- 
mcnt  is  settled  in  a  nation,  do  not  chikhen 
come  under  the  form. 

You  will  ask,  how  can  children  be 
brouglit  within  the  church  without  their 
own  consent?  But  as  w^ell  may  you  ask, 
how  should  they  be  born  under  the  gospel; 
or  how  should  they  be  created  rational 
beings,  without  their  own  consent?  If  it 
is  a  privilege  to  enjoy  the  example, 
instruction  and  prayers  of  good  men,  and 
to  be  placed  under  the  care  of  those  who 
are  solemnly  bound  to  give  them  a  pious 
education,  then  it  is  a  privilege  to  be  born 
within  the  church,  and  to  receive  in  child- 
hood the  seal  of  the  covenant.  And  will 
any  complain,  that  God  bestows  on  them 
mercies,  before  they  had  consented  to  take 
them  ? 

Certain  religious  duties    are   incumbent 


on  children,  as  soon  as  they  arrive  to  a  na- 
tural capacity  to  perform  them.  But  has 
not  God  a  right  to  enjoin  such  duties  as  his 
Avisdom  sees  fit?  Must  he  consult  his  crea- 
tures to  know  what  laws  he  may  make  for 
them?  Was  not  the  covenant  in  the  plains 
of  Moab  made  with  little  ones,  as  well  as 
with  the  menof  Israel?  With  those  who  were 
not,  as  well  as  with  those  who  were  then 
present  ?  Are  there  not  moral  obligations 
w^hich  result  from  our  rational  nature,  and 
from  our  place  in  the  creation,  as  well  as 
from  our  special  covenant  relation  to  God? 
Shall  we  conclude  that  all  these  obligations 
are  void,  for  want  of  our  previous  consent? 
To  the  validity  of  contracts  between  man 
and  man,  who  stand  on  the  foot  of  equality, 
mutual  consent  is  necessary:  But  God  is  a 
sovereign,  and  *  his  covenant  he  commands 
us.'  When  he  promises  us  blessings,  and 
enjoins  duties  as  conditions  of  the  blessings, 
he  states  to  us  the  tenor  of  his  co\'enant, 
and,  by  his  supreme  authority,  brings  us  un- 
der the  obligations  of  it,  whether  we  have 
consented  to  it,  or  not. 

Now  if  the  children  of  believers  are  un- 
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<ler  tlie  covenant,  and  within  the  churcli  of 
God,  tliey  ought  to  receive  the  seal  and  to- 
ken of  their  relation  to  him  ;  to  be  taught, 
as  sojn  as  tliey  are  able  to  understand,  the 
iKiture  of  religion;  and  to  be  considered, 
when  they  come  forward  in  life,  as  under 
the  watch  of  the  church.  They  should  be 
nursed  at  her  side ;  and  when  they  liavc 
competency  of  knowledge,  should  be  in- 
vited to  her  actual  communion.  If  they 
behave  in  a  manner  unworthy  of  their  re- 
lation, they  shoidd  be  treated  with,  and  ex- 
horted to  repentance.  If  they  prove  con- 
tumacious and  incorrigible,  they  are,  after 
due  patience,  to  be  cut  off  from  their  peo- 
ple. Such  appears  to  be  the  state  of  children. 

IV.  We  proceed  to  inquire,  what  quali- 
iications  are  requisite  for  the  admission  of 
adults  into  the  church,  and  for  their  enjoy- 
ment of  all  gospel  ordinances  ? 

The  question  is  twofold :  First,  What  a 
church  ought  to  require  of  those  whom  she 
admits  to  her  communion?  And,  Stcoiidli/^ 
What  qualifications  a  person  must  fmd  in 
himself  to  justify  his  coming  to  the  com- 
munion ? 
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The  first  question  is,  What  a  church  ought 
to  require  of  those  whom  slie  admits  to  her 
communion  ? 

The  answer  in  general  is,  She  is  to  require 
the  same  as  the  apostles  required. 

Those  whom  the  apostles  admitted  to  fel- 
lowship with  them  in  breaking  of  bread, 
and  in  prayer,  being  first  instructed  in  the 
doctrines  and  evidences  of  Christianit}',  pro- 
fessed to  believe,  that  this  was  a  divine  re- 
lio'ion. 

The  Jews,  who  were  baptized  on  the  day 
of  pentecost,  gladly  received  the  word  of 
the  gospel.  The  eunuch,  wJio  was  baptized 
by  Philip,  declared  his  belief,  that  Jesus 
■was  the  Son  of  God.  The  heart  of  Lydia 
was  opened  to  attend  to  the  doctrine  of 
Paul ;  and  she  Avas  judged  faithful  to  the 
Lord.  The  jailor  is  said  to  ha\'e  believed 
in  God.  When  the  people  of  Samaria  be- 
lieved Philip,  preaching  the  things  con- 
cerning the  kingdom  of  God,  they  were 
baptized,  both  men  and  women. 

The  churches  were  enjoined  to  put  away 
from  among  them  those  wicked  persons  who 
would  not  be  reclaimed.     We  hkiv,  there- 


25 

fore  conclude,  that  such  \rcre  tiot  received 
without  a  profession  of  repentance. 

A  Christian  church  is,  then,  to  require 
of  those,  whom  she  admits  to  her  commu- 
nion, these  three  things;  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  the  essential  doctrines  and  precepts 
of  rehgion  ;  a  professed  beHef  of,  and  sub- 
jection to  them ;  and  a  blameless  conversa- 
tion ;  or,  where  this  had  been  wanting,  a 
profession  of  repentance.  These  things  are, 
in  tlic  nature  of  the  case,  necessary  ;  for  it 
is  palpably  absurd  for  a  man  to  join  himself 
to  a  Christian  church,  and  attend  upon  its 
ordinances,  unless  he  understands  the  na- 
ture, and  believes  the  truth  of  that  religion 
on  which  it  is  founded;  and  has  such  a 
sense  of  its  importance,  as  to  resolve  that  he 
will  be  governed  by  it.  And  every  person 
of  competent  knowledge,  a  good  profession, 
and  a  correspondent  life,  has  a  right,  in  the 
view  of  the  church,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
gospel  ordinances,  whenever  he  claims  it. 

Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  a  church, 
concerning  the  necessity  of  saving  grace  to 
qualify  one,  in  the  sight  of  God,  for  Chris- 
tian communion,  she  cannot  justly  exclude 
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tlie  person  w^  .have  described ;  because  a 
good  profession,  and  a  conversation  agreea- 
ble to  it,  is  all  the  evidence  which  she  can 
have  in  his  favour.  She  can  judge  the  heart 
only  by  visible  fruits.  The  controversy 
concerning  the  necessity  of  internal  holi- 
ness, in  the  present  case,  can  have  no  refer- 
ence to  the  real  practice  of  the  church,  ia 
admitting  members;  for  whether  she  judges 
this  to  be  a  necessary  qualificationor  not,  still 
she  must  conduct  herself  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  admit  the  same  persons.  Namely, 
those,  and  ouly  those,  who  have  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  gospel,  profess  a  belief  of, 
and  subjection  to  the  gospel,  and  contradict 
not  that  profession  by  an  ungodly  conver- 
sation. She  may,  perhaps,  think  proper  to 
require  of  her  members  a  particular  relation 
of  their  Christian  experiences.  But  be 
this  relation  ever  so  full,  still  it  is  but  the 
evidence  of  words — of  a  good  profession. 
The  real  sincerity  of  the  heart,  after  all,  is 
known  only  to  him,  who  sceth  not  as  man 
see  ill. 

A  church  has  no  right,  on  vierejealousj/f 
to  exclude  from  her  communion  any  one 


who  olFcrs  himself.  She  nuist  first  make 
it  a|)pcar,  that  he  is,  hy  ignorance,  heresy 
or  wickethiess,  (lisqualified  for  communion. 
It  is  not  inciimhcnt  ou  him  to  demonstratfe 
Jiis  inward  grace  ;  but  on  the  church  to 
prove  his  want  of  it.  The  burden  of  proof, 
in  this  case,  hes  Avholly  on  the  church;  not 
on  the  claimant.  If  one  claims  privileges, 
the  church  is  not  to  reject  him,  in  a  sove- 
reign, arbitrary  manner,  of  her  own  will, 
without  offering  reasons:  She  is  either  to 
admit  him,  or  shew  cause  why  she  refuse*. 
If  she  shall  convict  him  of  any  disqualifi- 
cation, still  she  is  not  to  treat  him  as  an 
enemy,  but  admonish  him  as  a  brother:  She 
is  not  to  abandon  him  at  once,  but  labour 
for  "his  amendment.  To  reject  claimants, 
in  any  other  way,  tlian  by  conviction  oil 
fair  and  open  trial,  is  to  set  up  a  tyranny  in 
the  church,  which  Christ  has  no  where  war- 
ranted. It  is  to  subvert  that  liberty  with 
which  Christ  has  made  us  free.  The  church 
ought  to  caution  all  against  hypocrisy  and 
dissimulation  in  their  approaches  to  di- 
vine ordinances;  but  she  is  not  to  assume 
the  judgment  of  mens  hearts,  rashly  in- 
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'trudlng  into  things,   which   slie   has   not 
«een,  and  which  belong  only  to  God. 

We  are  to  aim  at  perfection,  both  as  pri- 
vate christians,  and  as  churches.  But  we 
are  to  pursue  this  aim  in  a  scriptural  :way  ; 
not  by  usurping  God*s  prerogative,  -or  by 
.excluding  from  our  charity  and  fellowship, 
all  who  hope  humbly  and  speak  modcatly; 
all  who  cannot  give  the  highest  proof  of 
their  godly  sincerity ;  but  by  cleansing 
oiu'selves  from  all  filthiness  of  the  flesh  and 
spirit,  and  by  considering  one  another  to 
-provoke  unto  love  and  good  works. 

After  all,  .there  will  be  bad,  as  welLag 
good,  in  christian  societies.  '*  The  king- 
dom of  heaven  i{5  like  a  net  cast  into  the 
sea,  which  gathered  of  -every  kind;  and 
when  it  was  full,  they  drew  it  to.shorc,  and 
gathered  the  good  into  vesselsand  cast  the 
"bad  away.  So  shall  it  be  in  the^end  pf  the 
world ;  then  the  wicked  shall  be  severed 
from  among  the  just. 

Havingshewn  what  a  church  is  to  require 
of  those  whom  she  admits  to  her  communion, 
we  proceed  to  the  second  question. 

What  qualifications  a  person  must  find  in 
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himself  to  justify  him  in  entering  into  the 
cluirch,  and  attending  qu  all  gospel  ordi- 
nances? 

That  we  may  bring  this  question  within 
a  narrow  compass,  and  reduce  it  to  a  single 
point,  it  will  be  necessary  to  remove  some 
things,  which  have  often  been  blended  with 
it,  and  occasioned  niucli  confusion  in  think- 
ing and  arguing  upon  it. 

I.  The  question  is  not,  Whether  every 
person  educated  under  the  gospel,  is  in  duty 
bound  to  attend  on  all  divine  ordin;inccs  in 
some  Christian  church  ?  For  this  is  univer- 
sally granted. 

Religion,  in  all  its  branches,  is  indispen- 
tibly  enjoined  on  all  men.  Christ  calls  all 
men  to  be  his  disciples,  to  profess  themselves 
such,  and  to  act  accordingly,  on  pain  of 
final  rejection  from  his  presence.  No  man 
can  free  himself  from  his  obligation  to  enter 
into  the  church,  any  more  than  he  can  free 
himself  from  his  obligation  to  prayer,  or  any 
other  duty.  His  wickedness  may  be  a  hai^ 
in  the  way  of  his  admission  ;  but  it  canndt 
be  an  excuse  for  his  voluntary  neglect.  It 
is  absurd  to  suppose,  that  a  man's  sins  should 
C  3 


vacate  his  obligations  .to  obedience.  They 
who  apprehend  ,tbat  \%\\py  have  »o  dgbt  %o 
the  communion  of  saints,  ought  ^y  no 
means,  to  make  tl^em^ely^seasy  iii  tbis.S(tate. 
The  command  still  e^tQuAsiQ  t]iiem;  ^ud 
their  immediate  coaceFa  should  be,  to  re- 
pent of  that  ainfujii^ss,  wbifeb  pb3^r^<?ts 
their  compliance  with  it. 

2.  The  question-is  not,  w^j^tlieroneought 
to  come  to  the  ccmmuni(>ji  in  aia  mpenitetity 
unconverted  ^iditt ;  for  i^o^n^n  is  .^Ijowed  |jo 
continue  m  such  a  s.tate.  Tbtp  scripture 
never  proposes,  or  answers  ibis  question, 
whether  a  man  may  attend  on  thi^,  or  that 
ordinance,  while  hQ  remaijQS  impenite.nt  in 
his  sins?  because  it  grants  np  man  f>er;ni$- 
;5ion  to  remain  so;  but  commands  all  bi^i», 
.every  where,  to  repent  It  requires  them  to 
perform  every  duty  in  a  pious  and  holy 
inanner.  It  allows  no  neglect  of,  or  hy^a^-^ 
crisy  and  formality  in.  duty.  The  manywbo 
jcalls  himself  a  sinner,  is  not  to  imagine,  that 
the  same  duties,  or  the  saine  tempers,  are 
»ot  required  of  him,,  as  of  others  ;  for  all 
t^xc  required  to  be  holy  in  all  manner  of 
.conversation,  and  to  be  deeply  humble  .for 


ali  the  corruptions  of  their  heart,  and  error? 
.pf  tl)eir  life.     But, 

3.  It  will  he  ^uid,  tliougli  no  raan  ought 
to  "lewiain  m  a  sinful  state,  yet  there  axe 
many  who  know  theiuselves  to  be  in  such  .a 
state ;  i«any  who  evidently  find,  tl>at  they 
h^'Ve  no  governing  regard  to  God  and  hia 
CQmiiiauds,  l>ut  aie  under  the  prevailing 
Ipi?^  )0(f  wn  and  tlie  world  :  Now,  ought 
they,  w^hile  they  perceive  themselves  to  be 
in  thiS)State,  to  come  into  the  church  and 
attend  on  tlie  holy  communion  ? 

If  any  ask  this  question,  my  answer  is,  it 
is  a  question  in  wUich  »o  body  is  concerned. 
Jjt  ca^iQot  possibly  be  a  case  of  conscience 
with  any  man.  The  person  here  supposed 
is  one^  who  know3  himself  to  be  an  habitual 
sinner ;  one  who  ha3  no  governing  regard 
t/>hi^  dutyi  but  is  prevaili^igly  bent  to 
fW'if^kp^ms^;  0ijd,  therefore,  he  canjiot  be 
^ppo^sed  to  havfC^ny  co»3ci^ntious  solici- 
tude about  feis  duty  in  this  matten.  It  is 
g.bsupd  to  imagine,  he  shoMid  be  soljclt^s 
4o  h^QW  and  d»  bi^  ^iu^y  her^ ^  and  y^t 
iiav^.nft  regard  t4^it  in  any  thing  ^Isje,  j(f 
ift  mh^j^  e?^terj4i  a^topf  duty  ,h^  i$  ieflu- 


enced  by  unworthy  motives,  the  same  un- 
worthy motives/  and  not  a  regard  to  the 
will  of  God,  would  influence  him  in  coming 
into  the  church.  The  question  is  merely  a 
matter  of  speculation  ;  it  concerns  no  man's 
practice.  One,  who  lives  regardless  of  the 
will  of  God  in  general,  is  just  as  regardless 
of  it  in  the  case  under  consideration.  He 
docs  not  wish  to  be  instructed  in  the  mat- 
ter, that  he  may  conform  to  the  divine  will : 
if  he  did,  he  would  be  as  careful  to  conform 
to  it  in  things  which  are  already  plain.  The 
scripture  puts  no  such  case,  for  it  is  not  a 
supposable  case,  that  a  m.an,  whose  heart  is 
set  in  him  to  do  evil,  should  have  any  con- 
scientious scruples  in  this  point,  or  any 
other.  The  proper  answer  to  such  an  in^ 
quirer  will  be,  you  are  in  a  most  awful  state, 
under  the  power  and  guilt  of  sin.  So  long 
as  you  live  in  subjection  to  the  flesh,  you 
cannot  please  God.  Yoa  are  exposed  to 
everlasting  condemnation.  Repent,  there- 
foiT,  of  your  wickedness,  seek  God's  for- 
giveness, and  henceforward  walk  in  all  hh 
commandments  and  ordinances  blameless. 
4f  The  only  question  which  can  be  a  ca&e 
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of  conscience,  and  which  it  concerns  us  to 
answer,  is  this;  what  a  serious  person  ought 
to  do,  who  is  in  doubt  concerning  his  spiri- 
tual state  ^ 

Pie  believes  the  gospel  to  be  divine,  has 
some  sease  of  its  importance,  and  feels  a 
concern  to  obtain  the  salvation  which  it 
brings.  It  is  his  desire  to  know,  and  his- 
purpose  to  do,  the  will  of  God.  But  still 
lie  linds  so  many  corruptions  in  his  heart, 
and  deviations  from  duty  in  his  practice, 
that  he  dares  not  conclude  himself  in  a  state 
of  grace.  If  he  has  hopes,  they  are  mingled 
with  painful  fears.  Now  ought  such  a  per- 
son to  come  within  the  church,  and  parti- 
cipate in  all  divine  ordinances?  Or  is  he 
to  delay  till  his  fears  are  dispelled? 

This  is  the  rejil  state  of  the  questioni; 
and  can  any  hesttate  what  anawer  to  give  ? 

We  have  before  shewn,  tliat  the  purpo^ 
for  which  men  are  called  into  a  church  stat« 
is  that,  in  the  enjoyment  of  suitable  meaais, 
they  may  .be  trained  up  in  knowledge  and 
lioliness,  to  a  preparation  for  future  glory. 
And  if  ,we  have  the  same  end  in  attending 
pn  ordiuaucesj  4s  God  had  in  instituting 
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them,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  we  are  qua- 
lified for  the  enjoyment  of  them.  If  then  we 
can  say,  our  end  in  coming  to  the  commu- 
nion is,  that  Ave  may  conform  to  God's  will, 
may  be  in  the  way  of  his  blessing,  and  may 
be  dirjected  and  quickened  in  his  service, 
we  are  untloubtedly  warranted  to  approach 
it.       ' 

For  a  person  to  judge  whether  he  may 
come  to  the  communion,  the  question  rather 
is,  what  are  his  present  views,  desires  and 
purposes;  than  what  is  the  habitual  state  of 
his  soul  ?  The  former  may  be  known  by  im- 
mediate inward  reflection:  the  latter  is  to 
be  discovered  only  by  a  course  of  examina- 
tion and  experience. 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  practice  of  tlie 
apostles. 

The  Jews,  who  assembled  at  the  temple 
on  the  day  of  pentccost,  to  celebrate  tliat 
festival,  beheld  with  indignation,  and  treat- 
ed with  mockery,  the  miraculous  gifts  of 
the  spirit,  then  bestowed  on  the  disciples  of 
Jesus,  in  confirmation  of  his  divine  authori- 
ty. Peter,  on  this  occasion,  rose  up,  and, 
in  a  pertinent  discourse,  laid  before  them 
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such  striking  evidencx?  of  Jesus  being  the 
promised  IMessi.ih,  that  thousands  were  con- 
vinced of  their  great  guilt  in  rejecting  and 
crucifying  the  Lord  of  glory,  and  anxiously 
inquired  what  they  must  do  ?  Being  told 
that  tliey  must  repent  and  be  baptized,  for 
the  remission  of  sins,  they  gladly  received 
the  word,  and  were  baptized,  and  admitted 
to  tlie  apostle's  fellowship.  It  is  the  doc- 
trine of  this  same  Peter,  that  believers  must 
make  their  calling  and  election  sure,  by  ad- 
ding to  their  faith  virtue,  and  to  virtue 
knowledge,  and  every  other  grace.  But 
does  Peter  tell  these  new  converts,  that,  be- 
cause they  had  not  bad  time  thus  to  prove 
the  sincerity  of  their  conversion,  it  was 
not  safe  to  receive  baptism^  and  enter  into 
the  churcli  r  Does  he  advise  them  to  wait 
awhile  till  they  could  manifest  the  reality 
of  their  repentance  by  it's  fruits  ?  No,  he 
admits  them  to  fellowship  immediately; 
but  with  this  important  caution,  Save  your • 
selves  from  this  imtoxcard  generation. 

In  the  same  manner  the  apostles  conduct- 
ed themselves  in  the  baptism  of  Cornelius, 
the  people  of  Samaria,  the  jailor,  Lydia,  and 
the  Ethiopian  eunuch, 
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Had  they  considered  assurance,  as  a  qua* 
lification  necessary  to  justify  persons  in 
coming  into  the  church,  would  they  not, 
on  these  occasions,  have  cautioned  their 
proselytes  against  receiving  baptism  imme- 
diately? Would  they  not  have  advised 
them  to  a  greater  trial  of  tliem selves  than 
could  have  been  made  in  a  few  hours  ? 

It  cannot  be  pretended,  that  these  prose- 
lytes had  a  certain  knowledge*  of  their  own 
sincerity.  Much  less  can  it  be  supposed, 
that  the  apostles  J«new  them  to  be  sound 
converts.  They  knew  men's  hearts  no  other- 
wise than  ive  may  know  them,  by  view  of 
what  appears  in  their  lives.  They  could 
only,  hence,  form  a  rational  judgment,  a 
charitable  presumption.  The  disciples  at 
Jerusalem  believed  not  Paul  to  be  a  disci- 
ple, nor  did  even  the  apostles  venture  to  re- 
ceive him  as  such,  till  they  had  evidence 
from  the  testimony  of  Barnabas.  Yea,  we 
find  in  fact,  that  they  admitted  into  the 
Christian  church  nviny,  who  afterward  ap- 
peared to  be  ungodly.  Simon,  the  sorcerer, 
is  a  remarkable  instance.  M^e  learn  from 
Paul's  epistles,  that  in  most  of  the  churches 
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to  which  he  wrote,  tliere  were  great  num- 
bers of  unsound  professors.  The  apostles, 
therefore,  did  not  know,  that  all,  whom 
they  received  into  the  church,  were  saving- 
ly converted ;  for  it  is  manifest,  that  many 
of  tliem  were  not  so.  And  since  they  re- 
ceived new  proselytes,  whose  sincerity,  must 
at  present,  be  doubtful  to  themselves,  as 
well  as  others,  without  the  least  intimation 
of  a  necessity  of  delaying  for  the  removal  of 
doubts,  we  may  with  great  safety,  conclude, 
that  a  serious  person,  who  believes  the  gos- 
pel, and  desires  to  be  found  in  the  way  of 
duty,  and  of  the  divine  blessing,  though 
still  in  doubt  concerning  the  gracious  sin- 
cerity of  his  heart,  has  a  right  to  come  to 
tlie  communion  of  tlie  church. 

And  indeed,  if  Christians  were  to  delay, 
till  all  their  doubts  were  removed,  I  am 
afraid  few  would  come  to  it  at  alL  And 
perhaps  these  few  would  not  be  of  the  bet- 
ter sort.  While  the  self  confident-hypo- 
crite drew  near,  the  meek,  the  modest,  the 
humble,  would  stand  afar  off. 

The  members  of  the  church  in  Corinth, 
^  we  learn  from  Paul's  first  letter  to  them, 
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ran  into  most  scandalous  disorders  in  their 
attendance  op  the  Lord's  supper.  Tliey  be- 
haved in  such  a  riotous: maimer,  as  made  it 
evident  that  they  discerned  not  the  Lord's 
body;  distinguished  not  this  ordinance 
from  a  common  meal^  or  even  from  a  Pagan 
festivah  One  took  before  others  his  own 
supper;  and  one  was  hungry,  having  eaten 
nothing  before  he  came  to  it;  and  another 
was  drunken,  having  indulged  to  excess 
there;  and  the  poorer  members  were  de- 
spised. This  unworthy  partaking,  the  apos- 
tle rebukes  in  the  severest  terms;  and  warns 
them,  that  they  were  eating  and  drinking 
judgment  to  themselves,  of  which  they  had 
melancholy  proof  in  the  sickness  and  mor- 
tality wiiich  had  been  sent  among  them. 

But  what  advice  does  he  gi\e  them  in 
the  case?  Does  he  direct  them  to  withdraw 
from  the  Lord's  table  .^  No,  he  shews  them 
the  danger  of  coming  in  this  manner,  and 
exhorts  them  to  come  better  prepared  and 
disposed.  "  Let-a  man  examine  himself, 
and  so  let  him  eat.^'  He  does  not  say,  let 
a  man  examine  himself  and  withdraw;  but 
let  him  examine  and  partake,     *'  And  when 
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ye  come  togetlicr,  tany  for  one  another; 
and  if  any  man  hanger,  let  him  eat  at  home, 
that  ye  come  not  together  to  condemna- 
tion."* This  passage,  far  from  being  a  just 
ground  of  discouragement,  proves  the  point 
which  we  have  stated,  that  such  as  have  a 
desire  to  comply  with  a  divine  institution, 
are  not  to  delay,  on  account  of  their  humble 
doubts  concerning  their  conversion.  If  the 
fear  of  unworthy  partaking  M'ere  a  reason 
for  not  partaking  at  all,  as  well  might  the 
fear  of  praying,  or  reading  and  hearing  the 
word,  in  an  unworthy  manner,  be  a  reason 
for  omitting  these;  for  it  is  evident  that 
the  scripture  enjoins  the  same  temper  of 
heart  in  t/iese  duties,  as  in  that.  The  truth 
is,  we  are  required  to  attend  on  every  ordi- 
nance with  godly  sincerity ;  and  a  suspicion 
of  our  insincerity  is  not  an  excuse  for  neg- 
lect; but  a  reason  for  examination,  repent- 
ance and  amendment. 

Some  perhaps  will  say,  for  some  have  said, 
we  have  sensible  desires  to  approach  to  God 
in  all  his  ordinances;  but  there  may  be  de- 
sires which  arc  not  gracious ;  and  we  fear 
ours  are  such  ;  we,  therefore,  dare  not  ap- 
D  2 
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proach,  for  wo  think  less  guilt  is  incurred 
by  abstinence,  than  by  attendance. 

But,  consider,  God  requires  your  alten- 
dance  ;  and  you  must  either  attend  or  for- 
bear, comply  or  refuse :  There  is  no  medium  ; 
and  certainly  there  can  be  no  more  grace  iu 
your  Jears,  than  there  iliay  be  in  your  de- 
sires.  If  your  desires  to  attend  an  ordi- 
nance are  not  spiritual,  neither  can  the  fears, 
which  restrain  you  from  attending,  be  called 
spiritual:  You  can,  therefore,  be  no  better 
accepted  in  your  neglect,  than  in  your  com- 
pliance ;  for  you  act  on  no  better  princi- 
ples in  the  former,  than  in  the  latter. 

It  is  in  vain  to  enquire,  m  what  way  you 
shall  contract  least  guilt :  Your  business  is 
not  to  contrive  how  you  can  sin  at  the 
cheapest  rate;  Your  care  should  be  not 
to  sin  at  all. 

If  you  say,  you  decline  the  communion 
through  fear  of  offending  God  ;  examine 
whether  you  are  not  deceived.  Are  you  as 
conscientious  in  every  thing  else,  as  you 
would  seem  to  be  in  this?  Are  you  as  much 
afraid  to  offend  God  in  other  matters,  ns 
you  pretend  to  be  in  this?  If  you  allow 
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yourselves  in  any  sin,  or  in  the  neglect  .of. 
any  duty,  be  assured  it  is  not  tlie  fear  of 
offending  God,  but  soniething  else,  that 
hinders  your  approach  to  bis  table.  But  if 
you  really  have  such  a  fear  running  througlp 
all  your  CfKuluct,-  aiul  operatiug  in  all  your 
deliberate  actions,  you  have  a  very  goorl 
evidence  of  your  right  to  the  holy  comnm- 
iiion  :  for,  in  all  acts  of  w  orbhip,  you.  serve 
God  acceptably,  -when  you  serve  him  witlx 
reverence  and  godly  fear. 

The  man  found  at  the  marrtao-e  feast  with* 
out  a  wedding  garment,  fell  under  the  aw- 
ful censure  of  the  king,  who  commanded 
that  he  should  be  bound  and  cast  into  outer 
darkness. 

Will  you  say  then,  it  is  the  safer  part  not 
to  come  to  the  marriage  feast  at  all^  lest  be- 
ing found  unworthy,  we  share  the  fate  of 
this  guest?  Remember,  they  who  made  light 
of  the  king's  invitation,  and  refiised  to  come 
to  his  son's  marriage,  were  treated  with  no 
more  lenity  than  the,  unworthy  guest./.  He 
sent  forth  bis  armies  and  destroyed,  them^ 
and.  burnt  up  their  city.  W kai; . tili^n  sjijill 
we  conclude  ?.  Why,  that  a  wicked  man  is 
D  3 
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safe  no  where.  He  who  Avill  not  forsake 
iniquity,  is  secure  neither  in  the  church  nor 
out  of  it. 

The  crime  of  this  guest  was,  not  that  he 
was  found  at  tht  Jeast:  but  that  he  was 
foijnd  unstiiiably  attired.  The  same  dirt 
and  rags  would  have  been  offensive  else- 
where. 

The  servants  were  ordered  to  go  out  into 
the  highways,  and  call  to  the  marriage  as 
many  as  they  found ;  and  they  accordingly 
gathered  together  both  bad  and  good.  The 
man,  you  see,  was  a  poor  beggar,  called  into 
the  king's  house,  from  out  of  the  street. 
How  should  he  obtain  a  wedding  garment  ? 
He  had  none  of  his  own.  He  must  come  to 
the  kings  house  to  receive  one;  for  there 
was  clean  raiment,  as  well  as  meat  and  drink. 
Where  then  lay  his  great  crime?  Surely  not 
in  his  coming  into  the  king's  house,  for  he 
was  bidden  to  come;  and  such  as  refused 
were  destroyed ;  but  in  sitting  among  the 
guests  in  his  ragged  and  defiled  condition, 
and  refusing  to  wear  the  pure  raiment  pro- 
vide J  for  him.  And  such  will  be  the  con- 
demnation of  false  grofebsgrs  at  the  last  day ; 
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not  simply  that  they  have  come  within 
God's  church,  and  attended  on  his  ordi-r 
nances ;  but  that,  while  they  have  sat  un- 
der the  gospel  dispensation,  made  a  good 
profession,  and  enjoyed  all  the  means  of  ho* 
liness,  they  have  continued  in  the  love  and 
practice  of  their  sins  ;  that  while  they  have 
heard  Christ  teach  in  their  streets,  and  have 
eaten  and  drunk  in  his  presence,  they  have 
been  workers  of  iniquity.  We  are  not  to 
imagine  that  we  may  safely  work  iniquity, 
if  we  will  only  keep  out  of  the  church.  Such 
will  be  condemned  wherever  they  are  found. 
The  kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  to  us; 
his  word  and  ordinances  are  given  to  us ; 
we  cannot  place  ourselves  in  the  condition 
of  heathens,  if  we  would;  for  God  has 
placed  us  in  a  very  different  condition.  The 
light  lias  risen  upon  us  ;  the  word  of  salva- 
tion is  sent  unto  us.  And  now  what  choice 
shall  we  make  ?  If  we  treat  God's  ordinances 
withntter  contempt,  we  are  condemned; 
if  we  attend  upon  them  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  receive  no  benefit  from  them,  still  we 
are  condemned*  Our  only  safety  then  is, 
to  profess  the  gospel^  and  obey  k;  name 
the  name  of  Chri§t  and  depart  from  iniquU 
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ty ;  this  is  to  come  to  the  marriage  supper; 
and  put  on  the  wedding  garment. 

Let  us  fear  lest  we  receive  the  grace  of 
God  in  vain.  Let  us  beware  lest  our  privi- 
leges, instead  of  being  the  means  of  our  sal- 
vation^  serve  only  to  aggravate  our  final 
condemnation. 

You  see  how  the  case  stands.  All  are- 
required  to  come  within  God's  church,  and 
attend  on  his  appointed  ordinances;  and 
none  are  allowed  to  do  this  in  a  hypocriti- 
cal and  ungodly  manner. 

Your  duty  lies  plain  before  you  ;  study 
no  evasions;  God's  commands  are  express  ,- 
your  obligation  to  obey  is  indispensible. 
Attend  on  the  ordinance  in  question,  and 
every  other,  as  you  have  opportunity  ;  keep 
in  view  the  end  of  their  institution,  whicli 
is  the  promotion  of  faith  and  purity.  Ima- 
gine not  that  ordinances  operate  by  a  kind 
of  charm,  to  do  you  good  without  making 
you  better;  you  will  only  be  accepted  in 
hearing  Christ  teach,  and  in  eating  in  his 
presence,  when  you  also  depart  from  ini- 
quity. For  his  kingdom  is  not  merely 
**  meat  and  drink,  but  righteousness  and 
peace,  and  joy  iu  the  Holy  Ghost." 


CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP. 


1  CoRiN.  i.  2. 

Unto  the  Church  of  God,  which  is  at  Corinth  ;  to  them 
that  are  sanctified  in  Christ  JesuSy  called  to  be  saints, 
with  all  that  in  everyplace  call  upon  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and  ours, 

VV  E  have  already  considered  the  nature 
of  a  Christian  church  ;  the  purpose  of  its 
institution;  the  Ye\:it]on  of  diildren  to  it; 
and  the  qualificatiom  necessary  to  an  at* 
tendance  on  its  ordinances. 

What  now  lies  hefore  us  is, 

V^.  To  explain  tliat  fellowship,  or  comr 
muiiion,  which  does,  or  ought  lo  subsist 
among  professing  Christians,  whether  in 
the  same  or  in  divers  churches. 

To  this  subject,  we  are  led  by  the  last 
clause  in  our  text;  "  Grace  and  peace  to 
the  church  of  God  in  Corinth,  with  all  who, 
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m  every  place,   call  on  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and  ours." 

We  are  here  taught,  that,  as  all  Christians, 
in  whatever  place  they  may  dwell,  or  may 
worship,  are  disciples  of  the  same  Lord,  and 
call  on  God  in  the  name  of  the  same  Medi- 
ator ;  so  there  is  an  important  relation,  and 
ought  to  be  a  sacred  fellowship  among 
them. 

For  the  illustration  of  this  matter,  I 
would  observe, 

L  There  is  a  "viriual  fellowship  or  com- 
munion among  all  true  saints,  whether  near 
or  remote :  whether  known  or  unknown  to 
each  other.  They  are  all  engaged  in  the 
same  design,  united  in  the  same  interest, 
and  partakers  of  many  of  the  same  things. 

This  is  the  sense  in  which  the  word  is 
most  frequently  used  in  scripture;  and  this 
is  analogous  to  the  sense  which  it  ordinarily 
bears  in  common  life.     Particularly, 

Real  saints  have  fcUoxcship  in  the  gospel. 
They  have  received  one  and  the  same  rule 
of  faith  and  practice.  Though  lliey  may 
differ  in  their  opinions  concerning  some  par* 
ticular  things  contained  in  the  gospel,  yet 
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their  sentiiiicuts  in  the  essential  doctrines 
and  precepts  of  it^  arc  the  same. 

They  have  receire<l  one  common  faith  f 
like  precious  faith.  Though  their  faith  may 
differ  in  its  extent  and  degree,  yet,  in  its 
ohject,  nature  and  influence,  it  is  one  and 
the  same.  The  object  of  it  is  divine  truth ; 
tlie  nature  of  it  is  receiving  the  love  of  the 
truth;  the  influence  of  it  is  purifying  the 
heart. 

The\'  arc  all  formed  to  the  same  holt/  tem- 
per. They  are  renewed  after  tlie  image  of 
God;  are  joint  partakers  of  a  divine  nature. 
There  may  be  great  variety  in  the  time, 
jnanner  and  circumstances  of  their  renova- 
tion, and  in  the  strength  and  degree  of  the 
Christian  temper;  but  holiness  ai  its  gene- 
ral nature,  is  the  same  in  all.  It  is  a  confor- 
mity to  God's  moral  character. 

They  are  all  partakers  of  the  same  divine 
spirit.  There  are  diversities  of  gifts  and 
operations ;  but  it  is  the  same  spirit  that 
worketh  all  in  all.  Hence  the  apostle  speaks 
of  '•  the  fellowship  of  the  spirit,"  and  ^'  the 
communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost.'* 

They  are  engaged  in  the  same  gcodxcork^ 
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in  the  same  great  design.  They  are  work- 
ing out  their  salvation,  and  promoting  in 
their  respectiv^e  places,  the  interests  of 
Christ's  kingdom.  They  are  fellow-labour- 
ers in  the  same  service,  the  service  of  God 
and  their  own  souls.  They  are  fellow-work- 
ers in  the  same  holy  calling.  They  are  fel- 
low-soldiers in  the  same  spiritual  warfare; 
lighting  against  the  same  enemies,  sin,  sa- 
tan,  and  the  world ;  applying  the  same  ar- 
mour, the  shield  of  faith,  the  helmet  of 
hope,  the  breast-plat^  of  righteousness,  and 
the  sword  of  the  spirit ;  and  they  act  under 
the  same  leader,  Jesus  the  captain  of  their 
salvation. 

They  have  one  common  interest.  They 
have  a  joint  interest  in  the  blessed  God;  for 
there  is  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is 
above  all,  through  all,  and  in  them  all.  They 
bear  the  same  relation  to  Jesus  Christ;  for 
there  is  one  Lord  and  Saviour,  by  whom 
are  all  things,  and  they  by  him.  There  is 
one  common  salvation,  in  which  they  all 
are  sharers.  They  are  all  justified  by  the 
same  atonement,  washed  in  the  same  blood, 
sanctified  by  the  same  grace,  and  saved  by 
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the  same  intercession.  They  have  an  in- 
terest in  the  same  promises,  and  a  title  to 
the  same  inheritance.  They  are  called  in 
the  same  hope,  and  are  joint  heirs  of  the 
same  glory.  They  are  fellow  citizens  with 
the  saints,  and  of  the  household  of  God. 

In  these  respects,  there  is  a  fellowship 
among  all  sincere  Christians.  In  many  of 
these  things,  saints  on  earth  have  commu- 
nion with  those  in  Heaven. 

One  cannot  but  remark  here,  how  diverse 
this  fellowship  is,  from  that  which  some 
boast  of;  a  mutual  sympathy,  07^ fellow  feel- 
ings bctxveen  sincere  Christians^  by  which  one 
immediately  perceives  the  grace,  and  knows  the 
character  of  another.  The  scripture  never 
uses  the  word  fellowship  in  this  sense,  nor 
does  it  speak  of  any  such  thing  in  other 
terms.  It  is  certain,  that  the  apostles  and 
first  Christians  were  not  acquainted  with 
such  a  sympathetic  intercourse  of  spirits. 
If  they  were,  why  did  not  the  eleven  disci- 
ples discern,  that  Judas  was  a  hypocrite  ? 
Why  did  not  the  Christians  of  Jerusalem 
believe  Paul  to  be  a  disciple  ?  Why  did  not 
they  feel  his  graces,  when,  after  his  conver- 
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bion,  he  essayed  to  join  himself  to  them? 
Why  could  not  the  apostles  themselves 
be  satisfied  of  his  conversion,  without  the 
testimony  of  Barnabas  ?  What  occasion  was 
there,  that  Christians  should  carry  with 
them  letters  of  recommendation,  as  we 
fmd  tbey  did,  when  they  travelled  to  places 
where  they  had  not  been  known  ? 

As  the  gospel  knows  no  such  correspon- 
dence of  heart  between  Christians ;  and  ne- 
ver once  uses  the  word  fellowship  or  com- 
munion in  any  such  sense,  it  is  a  perversion 
of  scripture,  as  well  as  reason,  to  pretend  to 
i>uch  a  thing  now,  and  .call  it  by  a  scripture 
name.     I  proceed  to  observe, 

2.  Besides  the  virtual  communion  before 
described,  among  sincere  Christians,  there 
is  an  actual  communion  among  those  who 
are  known  to,  and  have  intercourse  with, 
one  another.  This  consists  in  mutual  re- 
gards and  good  offices. 

The  o-ood  Christian  extends  his  benevo- 
ience  to  all,  to  strang-ers,  heathens  and  ene- 
mies; and,  from  this  principle,  shews  kind- 
ness to  all,  as  far  as  their  occasions  require, 
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.111(1  liis  circumstances  permit.  liiit  far 
them  who  appear  to  him  in  the  character  oi' 
saints,  he  has  a  love,  not  only  of  hencvo- 
Jence,  but  also  of  esteem  and  approba- 
tion. He  wishes  \\'cll  to  all,  whether 
good  or  bad  ;  but  he  values  men  chiefly  ac- 
cording to  their  virtuous  conversation. 
While  he  is  disposed  to  do  good  to  all,  he 
reckons  himself  under  some  superior  obliga- 
tions to  those  who  are  of  the  household  of 
faith.  .  He  delights  in  the  saints  as  the  ex- 
cellent of  the  earth,  and  is  the  companion 
of  them  who  fear  God.  He  loves  the  bre- 
thren, and  such  he  esteems  all  Christians, 
whether  they  belong  to  the  same  society 
with  him,  or  to  another.  He  confines  not 
liis  regard  to  those  of  his  own  sect,  or  his 
own  particular  communit}^;  but,  like  the 
apostles,  extends  it  to  all  who,  in  every 
place,  call  on  the  name  of  Jcsus  Christ,  t/ieir 
Lord,  as  well  as  his,  and  the  common  Sa- 
viour of  them  who  believe. 

In  order  to  the  exercise  of  true  Christian 
love,  it  is  not  necessary  to  know  the  sin- 
cerity of  men's  hearts.  It  is  enough  that, 
by  their  profession  and  conversation,  they 
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appear  to  us  in  the  character  of  Christian 
brethren,  and  b}^  their  works  give  us  rea- 
sonable ground  to  think  they  have  faith. 
We  may  in  a  proper  sense,  have  this  actual 
fellowship  with  one  who  is  not  a  sincere 
Christian  ;  and  may  not  have  it  with  one 
who  is  such.  So  long  as  Judas  appeared 
in  the  character  of  a  disciple,  his  brethren 
Lad  fellowship  with  him ;  they  esteemed 
him,  placed  confidence  in  him,  and  even 
thought  him  better  than  themselves ;  but 
with  Paul,  the  disciples  at  Jerusalem  had 
not  this  actual  fellowship  ;  they  confided 
not  in  him,  nor  believed  him  to  be  a  disci- 
ple, till  he  produced  some  proper  evidence 
of  a  change  in  his  sentiments  and  practice. 

3.  There  is  also  a  special  communion, 
which  does,  or  ought  to  take  place  among 
those  Christians,  who  arc  united  in  the  same 
particular  .church,  or  religious  society. 

As  they  have  explicitly  covenanted  toge- 
ther for  social  worship  and  common  edifi- 
cation, so  they  are  under  peculiar  obliga- 
tions to  each  other,  unitedly  to  pursue  this 
important  purpose. 

This  special  comnmmon  principally  cou- 
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sists  in  a  joint  attendance  on  thcordiiuincc^ 
of  Ciirist. 

It  is  said  of  those  \Wio  recL*ivcd  tlic  word 
preached  hy  Peter,  on  tlie  da}  of  pcntecost, 
"  that  they  continued  stedfast  in  the  npos- 
tie's  doctrine  and  fellowship,  and  in  breakinii; 
of  bread  and  in  prayers.      They  were  toge- 
ther, and   continued  daily  with  one  accord' 
in  the  temple;  praising  God."     The  apos- 
tle to  the   Hebrews  exhorts  the  professors 
of  religion,   "  that  they   consider  one  an- 
other, to  provoke  to  love  and  good  works, 
not  forsaking  the  assembling  of  themselves 
together.     St.  Paul  speaks  of  the  Corintliian 
behevers,     as   ''  coming   together    in    the 
church,  and  into  one  place."    He  represents 
'^  the  whole  church  as   comins;  t02:ether  in- 
one  place,"  for  breaking  of  bread,  for  social 
prayer,  and  for  attendance  on  the  preaching 
of  the   word.     These  expressions  teach  us, 
that  the  members   of  a    particular    clmrcli 
ought  to  walk   together  in  the  ordinances,, 
and  unitedly  to  attend  on  the  stated  worship 
of  God  as  tliey  are  able,  without  unnecessary 
neglect.      And,     indeed,   it  is  included  in 
the  very  idea  of  a  i)articular  church,  that 
z3 
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they  worship  God  together,  at  the  same 
time,  and  in  the  same  place.  The  apostle 
directs  the  Corinthians,  *'  wiien  they  come 
together,  to  tarry  for  one  another;"  for 
which  surely  there  could  be  no  reason,  if 
they  might  disperse  liere  and  there,  and 
some  worship  in  one  place,  and  some  in 
another,  and  some  no  where. 

The  acceptableness  of  worship,  indeed, 
depends  not  on  the  place  where  it  is  per- 
formed. But  it  much  depends  on  a  spirit 
uf  peace  and  union  among  the  worshippers. 
For  this  reason,  the  church  is  to  come  to- 
gether into  one  place,  tha.t  there  may  be  no 
schism,  but  all  her  members  may  with  one 
mind,  and  one  mouth  glorify  God.  They 
must  be  builded  together,  that  they  may 
becom.e  an  iiabitation  of  God  through  the 
spirit;  must  be  fitly  framed  together,  that 
they  may  grow  into  an  holy  temple  in  the 
Lord. 

There  may  be  frequent  occasions  for  the 
members  of  tlie  same  church  to  meet  for  so- 
cial worship  in  different  places,  and  even  in 
private  houses.  Paul,  when  he  abode  in 
Ephesus,  preached  and  taught  both  p-,ublicly, 
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and  from  house  to  house.  We  are  not  to 
imagine  a  temple,  or  public  liouse,  so  pecu- 
liarly sacred,  that  divine  worship  cai/  no 
M  here  else  be  useful  to  men,  or  pleasing  to 
the  Deity.  The  private  meetings  of  chris- 
tians, conducted  with  a  real  view  to  peace 
and  edification,  are  much  to  be  commended. 
But  when  any  of  the  members  of  a  church 
withdraw  from  the  usual  place  of  worship, 
and  assemble  elsewhere,  either  with  an  in* 
tention  to  cause  division,  or  in  a  manner 
which  tends  to  it,  they  violate  the  order  of 
Christ's  house,  and  interrupt  the  commu- 
nion which  ought  to  subsistinit.  Though 
Paul  taught  from  house  to  house,  j^et  he 
approved  not  those  teachers,  who  crep^  into 
houses  to  lead  the  simple  captive,  and  dis- 
turb Christian  fellowship.  He  warns  Chris- 
tians to  mark  and  avoid  those  who  cause 
divisions,  for  such  serve  not  the  kingdom 
of  Christ,  but  their  own  private  designs. 
One  great  end  of  social  worship  is  peace 
and  union;  and  it  ought  always  to  be  con- 
ducted in  a  manner  whicli  tends  not  to  de- 
feat, but  promote  this  end.  It  is  not  the 
sacrednessofone  place  rather  than  another, 
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but  the  common  edification,  which  ubhges 
the  wliole  church  to  coine  together  in  one 
place.  The  members  no  longer  walk  in 
fellowship,  than  they  thus  unitedly  attend 
the  sacred  orders  of  Christ's  house. 

Among  divine  ordinances,  the  LorcVs 
supper  deserves  particular  attention;  for 
one  main  design  of  this  was  to  be  a  mean  of 
brotherly  communion.  Eating  and  drinking 
together,  at  the  same  table,  is  a  natural  act 
of  fellowship.  Doing  this  at  the  Lord's 
table  is  an  act  of  Christian  fellowship. 
*^  The  cup  which  we  bless,  and  the  bread 
which  we  break,  is  the  communion  of 
Christ's  blood,  and  of  his  body:"  and  by 
our  joint  participation  of  them,  we  ac- 
knowledge ourselves  to  be  one  family,  the 
children  of  one  parent,  the  disciples  of  one 
Lord.  *'  We  being  many  are  one  body, 
and  one  bread,"  or  loaf;  "  for  we  are  all  par- 
takers of  that  one  loaf.'  This  ordinance  is  a 
love  feast,  and  ought  to  be  "  kept,  not  with 
the  leaven  of  malice  and  wickedness,  but 
with  the  unleavened  bread  of  sincerity  and 
truth."  No  trifling  causes  should  divert  or 
detain  us  from  it;  and  no  evil  passions  ac- 
company us  in  it, 
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And  here  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  a 
practice  too  common  among  the  professors 
of  religion ;  their  xvithdraubig  from  the 
Lord's  table,  because  a  particular  brother  has 
i/ijiired,  or  offended  them;  for  which  I  find 
no  foundation  in  the  gospel.  We  are,  in- 
deed, to  *'  withdraw  from  every  brother 
who  walks  disorderly."  But  how?  By 
breaking  up  tlie  communion?  No,  but  by 
**  putting  away  the  wicked  person  from 
among  us ;  and  by  purging  out  the  old 
leaven,  that  we  may  be  a  new  lump."  We 
may  think  our  brother  unworthy  of  the 
privilege  which  he  assumes;  but  shall  ^/^ 
unworthiness  deprive  us  of  the  privilege  ? 
We  are,  in  proper  season,  to  take  the  mea- 
sures prescribed  in  the  gospel,  for  his  re- 
formation ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  we  are 
neither  to  absent  ourselves  from  the  table, 
nor  to  forbid  his  attendance  ;  for  we  can 
justly  exclude  him  only  by  conviction  in  a 
regular  process.  If  the  case  is  so  circum- 
stanced, that  sufficient  evidence  for  his  con- 
viction cannot  be  produced,  he  must  be 
left  to  the  judge  of  all  men.  Whatever  our 
opinion  may  be  of  his  guilt,  we  are  not  to 
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withdraw   on  account  of  hrs   attendaacg. 
Judge  nothing  before  the  time. 

You  will  say,  Charity  is  necessary  in 
our  attendance  at  Chrisfs  table,  but  xvith 
such  a  brother^  how  can  we  sit  doxon  in  cha- 
rity ?  People  often  confound  themselves  in 
this  matter,  by  their  partial  notions  of 
charity.  If  by  charity  were  intended  an 
opinion  of  others  as  good  Christians,  you 
could  not  sit  down  in  charity  with  those  of 
whom  you  thought  otherwise.  But  where 
do  you  find  this  description  of  charity  ?  or 
•syhere  is  this  good  opinion  of  all  your  fellow- 
communicants  required,  in  order  to  your, 
sitting  at  Christ's  table  ?  It  is  tlie  effect, 
not  theessence  of  charity,  to  hope  all  things. 
If  you  have  a  benevolent,  meek,  forgiving 
teniper  toward  those  m  horn  you  think  not 
to  be  true  Christians,  you  can  set  down  in 
charity  with  them  ;  for  this  is  the  scriptural 
idea  of  charity.  If  you  remember  a  brother 
hath  ought  against  you,  go  and  be  reconcil- 
ed to  him.  If  you  have  ought  against  a 
brother,  ga  and  tell  him  his  fault.  If  he 
repent  forgive  him  ;  if  he  repent  not,  still 
indulge  no  rancor  nor  hatred  in  your  heart. 
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7'hus  sit  down  at  the  feast  in  charity,  iii 
kind  allectioii,  to  your  brethren  and  to  all 
nicu. 

Perhaps  some  M'ill  say,  JFe  xvkhdraxo 
n-om  the  table  when  a  brother  has  injured 
Hs,  because  his  presence  awakens  in  us  w«- 
suitablc  passions. 

But  remember,  the  indulgence  of  malevo- 
lent passions  is  your  sin  ;  and  you  are  not 
to  absent  yourselves  from  communion,  but 
to  dismiss  them;  and  so  keep  the  feast  in 
sincerity  and  love.  ^lahce  and  ill-will  in- 
dulged in  the  heart  are  wrong,  whoever  is 
tlie  object,  whether  a  brother,  or  a  heathen. 
And  on  this  plea,  you  might  as  well  with- 
draw, when  the  latter,  as  when  the  former 
had  done  you  an  injury. 

Consider  also,  you  are  required  to  pray, 
and  to  hear  the  word,  wath  the  same  cliarity 
which  is  required  in  the  supper.  *'  When 
you  stand  praying,  you  are  to  forgive  if  you 
have  ought  against  any  man."  And  you 
are  to  **  lay  apart  all  guile,  malice  and  envy ;" 
and  thus  to  *'  desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the 
word  ;  receiving  it  with  meekness."  Your 
plea,  therefore,  might  certainly  as  well  be 
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^rged  for  neglecting  public  worship,  oreven 
family  prayer,  if  the  offender  happens  to 
be  present,  as  for  absenting  from  the  supper. 

The  truth  is,  you  are  never  to  excuse 
yourselves  from  acts  of  duty,  on  account 
of  evil  passions  working  in  you;  but  im- 
mediately to  war  against  them. 

It  will  be  asked,  How  can  I  ha*ce  commu- 
tiion  xvith  a  church,  while  she  tolerates  ungodly 
und  scandalous  members  ? 

But  let  me  ask  you,  my  friend,  does  she 
tolerate  them?  If  she  does,  whose  business 
is  it  to  take  the  first  step  towards  rectifying 
the  disorder?  It  is  yours,  as  much  as  any 
man's.  It  is  yours  principally.  You  pre- 
tend that  you  see  such  persons  in  the 
church.  Others  perhaps  see  them  not,  or 
have  not  evidence  against  them.  Have  you 
reproved  them  ?  Have  you  taken  a  brother 
or  two  to  assist  you  ?  Have  you  brought 
your  complaint  to  the  church?  If  you  have 
done  none  of  these  things,  you  are  the  most 
reprehensible  of  any  member;  for  you  see 
the  sin,  and  expose  it  not.  Go  first,  and 
do  your  own  duty.  You  can  have  no  pre- 
tence for  withdrawing,  till  you  know  that 
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tlic  church  actually  tolerates  vicious  charac- 
ters ;  and  tliis  you  cannot  know  till  you 
liave  taken  the  measures  which  Clnist  en- 
joins. 

l^ut  though  I  may  think  a  chinch  to  !)c, 
in  the  main,  a  true  church,  yet  if  I  see  er- 
rors in  her,  ought  I  not  to  testify  against 
them  by  withdrawing  from  them?  By  no 
means.  Your  withdrawing  is  no  testimony 
against  her  particular  errors ;  it  is  only  a 
general,  indiscriminate  charge.  It  signi- 
iies  that  you  are  displeased  at  something; 
but  points  out  nothing.  You  are  to  com- 
mune with  her;  but  not  adopt  her  errors  ; 
then  your  conduct  will  speak  an  intelligible 
language.  Christ  testified  against  the  er- 
rors of  the  Jewish  church,  and  laboured  for 
her  reformation  ;  but  still  he  held  commu- 
nion with  her  as  a  church  of  God.  Let  his 
example  be  your  rule. 

This  leads  me  to  observe  farther,  that 
special  fellowship  among  the  members  of  a 
particular  church  must  include  mutual 
watchfulness,  reproof  and  exhortation. 

As  Christians,  in  the  present  state,  are  but 
imperfect,  one  end  of  their  covenanting  and 
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mutual  assistance  in  the  o-reat  concerns  of 
religion,  and  be  fellow  helpers  in  the  work 
of  their  common  salvation.  Accordinjvlv. 
they  are  required  to  consider  and  admonisli, 
comfort  and  encourage  one  another,  as  there 
is  occasion;  to  be  all  subject  one  to  another, 
and  to  be  clothed  with  humility.  By  vir- 
tue of  our  special  relation,  as  members  of 
one  church,  we  are  to  rebuke  our  brethren, 
and  not  suffer  sin  upon  tliem.  Those  who 
offend,  we  are  first  to  address  in  a  morcj)ri- 
vate  manner :  them  wlio  are  deaf  to  private 
expostulations,  we  arc  to  bring  before  the 
church  ;  such  as  contemn  the  counsels  of 
the  church  are  to  be  cut  ofl' from  her  com- 
munion; but  the  penitent  are  to  be  restored 
in  the  spirit  of  meekness.     Once  more. 

Oar  special  fellowship  requires  mutual 
candor,  condescension  and  forbearance. 

We  are  to  consider  ourselves,  and  our 
brethren,  not  as  sinless,  but  imj)erfect  be- 
ings, attended  \\'ith  infirmities,  subject  to 
temptiitions,  liable  to  offend,  and  to  be  of- 
fended. \yhile  we  arc  cautious  not  to  give 
offence  by  doing  things  grievous  to  them, 
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for  them,  w  hen  they  do  things  grievous  to 
us.  We  should  neitlier  stitrly  oj)posc,  nor 
zealously  urge  indifferent  matters.  ^Vc 
should  not  severely  animadvert  ou  smaller 
faults,  iiorniagnify  aeeidental  failings  into 
'  lieinous  crimes  ;  but  give  every  one's  con- 
duet  the  most  fevourable  turn  it  will  bear. 
Such  is  the  apostle's  advice.  "  We  tluit  arc 
strong:  ouo'ht  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the 
weak,  and  not  to  please  ourselves.  Let 
every  one  of  us  please  his  neighbour  for  his 
good  to  edification.  Him  who  is  weak 
in  the  faith  receive  ye"  but  not  to  doubtful 
disputation.  Let  us  not  judge  one  another ; 
but  judge  tills  rather,  that  no  man  put  a 
stumbling  block  in  his  brother's  way.  Be 
of  the  same  mind  one  towards  another. 
Condescend  to  men  of  low  estate.  Let  no 
man  seek  his  own,  but  every  man  another's 
wealth.  Follow  the  things  which  make  for 
peace  and  edification.  Let  all  your  things 
be  done  with  charity." 

4.  The  last  branch  of  Christian  fellow* 
ship,  which  I  shall  mention,  is  that  which 
onght  to  subsist  among  different  churches; 
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among  all  who,  in  every  place,  call  on  tlic 
name  of  our  common  Lord. 

As  ail  Christian  churches  are  united  un- 
der, and  subject  to  one  head,  so  they  are 
members  one  of  another,  and  therefore 
ought  hke  the  members  of  the  natural  body, 
to  preserve  a  reciprocal  intercourse.  The 
apostle  says,  '*  As  the  body  is  one  and  hath 
many  members,  and  all  the  members  of  that 
one  body,  being  many,  are  one  body  ;  so 
also  is  Christ.  For  by  one  spirit  are  we  all 
baptized  into  one  body,  whether  we  be 
Jews  or  Gentiles;  whether  we  be  bond  or 
free."  Care,  therefore,  should  be  taken, 
"  that  tliere  be  no  schism,  or  division  in  the 
body,  but  all  the  members  should  have  the 
same  care  one  for  another." 

A  particular  church  ought  to  consider  her- 
self, not  as  an  unconnected  society,  but  as 
a  part  of  Christ's  general  kingdom :  her 
care  must  not  be  confined  to  herself,  but 
extended  to  her  sister  churches :  She  is  to 
seek  not  merely  her  own  proiit,  but  the  pro- 
fit of  many. 

Some  diversity  of  sentiment  and  practice 
may  take  place  in  different  churches,  and 
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yet  all  remain  true  churches  of  Christ ;  as 
tiiere  iiuiy  be  divers  opinions  among  the 
members  of  the  same  church,  and  they 
still  be  real  Christians.  We  are  neither  to 
reject  a  church,  nor  to  exclude  a  particular 
Christian  from  our  fellowship,  for  supposed 
errors,  which  appear  not  to  be  of  such  a 
nature  and  magnitude,  as  to  subvert  the 
foundation  of  Christianity.  Our  apostle, 
teaches  us,  '  that  we  are  to  regard  all  as  ouij 
fellow  christians,  and  all  churches  as  sister 
churches,  who,  in  every  place,  call  on  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  both  theirsh 
and  ours  ;  who  profess  one  body,  one  spirit, 
and  one  hoj.e  of  their  calling;  and  who  hold 
the  same,  head  from  which  all  tlie  body  is 
knit  together.  In  a  word,  he  cautions  us-, 
that  ^  we  reject  not  those  whom  God  has^ 
received.*  If  we  know  a  particular  chur<:h^ 
in  which  errors  are  admitted,  we  axe  to  af*^ 
ford  our  assistance  for  her  amendment.  But 
so  long  as  we  beheve  God  ownjs  her,  b^ 
continuing  to  her  his  word  and  ordinances,; 
and  blessing  them  for  her  spiritual  benefit ; 
i:t  is  arrogajace,  it  is  impiety,  for  us  to  disown' 
her.     We  have  no  warrant  ta  withdraw  o^ 
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fellowship  from  a  church,  unless  she  has 
essentially  departed  from  the  gospel;  or 
imposes  on  us  terms  of  fellowship,  which 
vv^e  cannot  in  conscience  comply  with. 

If  it  be  asked,  in  what  actions  different 
churches  are  to  have  fellowship  ?  I  answer ; 
They  ought  occasionally  to  commune  with 
each  other  in  the  word,  prayer,  and  breaking 
of  bread  ;  to  admit  each  other's  members 
to  occasional  communion  with  them;  to 
recommend  their  own  members  to  other 
churches,  into  whose  vicinity  they  may  re- 
move ;  and  to  receive  members  of  other 
churches  on  their  recommendation.  When 
Apollos  passed  from  Ephesus  into  Achaia,  the 
brethren  in  Ephesus  wrote  to  the  disciples 
in  Achaia  to  receive  him.  When  Phebe 
went  from  Cenchrea  to  Rome,  Paul  wrote 
to  tlie  Roman  church,  that  they  should  re- 
ceive her  in  the  Lord,  as  becometh  saints. 

Churches  are  also  to  have  fellowship,  by 
Itotitual  counsel  and  advice,  when  difficulties 
arise. 

Though  no  church,  or  number  of  churches 
have  an  absolute  jurisdiction  over  other 
«lmrchc&,  yet  they  should  always  be  ready 
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to  aftord  help  and  assistance,  at  the  request 
of  sister  churches,  as  occasions  may  require. 
We  find  in  the  history  of  the  Acts,  that  the 
church  of  Antioch,  on  a  difficulty  which 
arose  there  relating  to  circumcision,  sent 
Barnabas  and  Paul,  and  certain  others  with 
them,  to  Jerusalem,  to  consult  the  apostles 
and  elders  of  the  church  there,  and  to  ask 
their  advice  upon  the  matter.  When  those 
messengers  from  Antioch  came  to  Jerusa- 
lem, they  were  received  by  the  apostles  and 
elders,  and  by  the  church.  And  when  the 
apostles  had  determined  the  matter  in  ques- 
tion, they,  together  with  the  church,  sent 
messengers,  and  by  them,  a  letter  to  the  An^ 
tiochean  aiul  other  churches  in  the  vicinity, 
declaring  tlieir  opinion  and  advice  iii  the 
case  referred  to  them. 

This  example  as  well  as  the  reason  of  the 
thing,  shews  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
mutual  assistance  among  churches  by  coun- 
sel and  advice,  in  order  to  the  common  edi» 
iication  and  comfort. 

I  have  now  distinctly  illustrated  the  se- 
veral matters  proposed  to  your  considera- 
tion.    Permit  me,  before  I  coacUjde^  to 


point  out  to  you  the  proper  iinproveTiicn«t 
of  this  suhject. 

We  who  have  made  an  open  profession  of 
religion,  and  have  joined  ourselves  to  the 
cJuireh  of  God,  with  an  explicit  engagement 
to  walk  together  in  his  commandments  and 
ordinances,  are  now  called  upon  to  consider 
the  obligations  we  are  under,  and  the  duties 
especially  incumbent  upon  us. 

1.  Let  us  be  well  settled  in  the  principles 
of  that  religion  which  we  profess. 

'We  are  called  into  a  church  state,  that, 
being  edified  in  the  faith  and  knowledge  of 
the  Son  of  God,  we  may  be  no  more  chil- 
dren, carried  about  with  every  wind  of  doc- 
trine, by  the  slight  of  i»en,  and  the  cunning 
craftiness  wherewith  thiSy  lie  in  wait  t«  de- 
ceive. Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  yesterday, 
today,  and  for  ever.  His  gospel  is  ever  the 
same ;  not  variable  like  the  humours  and 
opinions  of  men.  Therefore,  be  ye  not  car- 
ried about  with  divers  and  strange  doctrines, 
as  if  religion  was  sometimes  one  thing,  and 
sometimes  another.  It  is  a  good  thing  that 
the  heart  be  established  with  grace.  We 
ought  not  indeed  to  be  stiff  and  inflexible 
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in  our  own  scnlimeiits  and  us:iges,  incrcly 
l)ecause  they  are  our  own.  We  shouki  give 
up  ionner  opinions,  and  adojjtothers,  whea 
evidence  is  offered  sufficient  to  justify  the 
change.  But  then  a  fickleness  of  temper,  a 
versatihty  of  sentiment,  a  disposition  to  fall 
in  with  every  novel  opinion,  and  to  follow 
every  impulse  of  fancy,  is  utterly  unbecom- 
ing a  Christian,  Such  unsteadiness  indi- 
cates either  the  want  of  competent  know- 
ledge, or  the  want  of  any  fixed  principles 
in  religion. 

Amidst  the  various  opinions  which  are 
propagated  and  maintained,  an  honest  chris- 
tian, I  am  sensible,  may  often  be  perplexed 
to  determine  what  is  truth.  But  then,  I 
would  observe,  it  is  by  no  means  necessary, 
that  he  should  be  able  to  answer  every  ar- 
gument adduced  in  support  of  error.  There 
are  certain  great  and  leading  principles,  in 
which  every  christian  must  be  supposed  to 
be  settled ;  and  by  these  he  may  try  the 
doctrines  proposed  to  him,  and  judge  whe- 
ther they  are  of  God. 

There  are  two  grand  points  wliich  the 
gospel  always  keeps  in  view.      One  is  the 
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indispeiibible  necessity  of  holiness  in  heart 
and  life,  in  order  to  eternal  happiness.  The 
other  is,  our  entire  dependence  on  the  grace 
and  mercy  of  God,  through  the  Redeemer^ 
for  pardon,  sanctification  and  glory.  Every 
man  wlio  professes  to  be  a  Christian,  must 
be  supposed  to  be  settled  in  these  grand 
points.  The  man,  who  imagines  that  he  is- 
not  indebted  to,  nor  dependent  on  a  Sa- 
viour, or  that  there  is  no  need  of  a  confor- 
mity to  his  holy  pattern  and  precepts,  in  or* 
der  to  final  salvation,  can,  with  no  consis- 
tency, pretend  to  be  a  christian. 

All  such  doctrines,  as  plainly  contradict 
eitlier  of  these  principles;  sucli,  on  the  one 
.hand,  as  exalt  men  above  a  dependence  on 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  influences  of  the  di- 
vine spirit ;  and  such,  on  the  other  hand, 
as  confound  the  difference  between  virtue 
and  vice^  and  obstruct  the  influence  of  the 
divine  connnands,  must  be  rejected,  what- 
ever specious  arguments  may  be  urged  in 
their  favour. 

2.  Let  us  maintain  a  constant,  devout 
attendance  on  the  aj>pointecl  ordinances  o£ 
Chri^t. 
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If  \vc  carelessly  neglect  these,  we  cou- 
tradict  the  clesii^n  of  a  church,  and  our  own 
character  as  members  of  it. 

Cliristians  are  bound  to  attend  on  all  or- 
dinances, one  as  well  as  another.  The  gos- 
pel makes  no  distinction.  The  primitive 
Christians  continued  stedfast  in  the  apos- 
tles' doctrine  and  fellowship,  and  in  break- 
ing of  bread,  and  in  prayer. 

There  are  among  us  some,  who  profess 
tlie  religion  of  Christ,  and  who,  by  their  re- 
gular aUenchmce,  at  the  sanctuary,  as  well 
as  by  tlieir  general  conversation,  express  a 
leoard  for  the  relioion  which  thev  profess; 
but  yet  absent  themselves  from  the  Lords 
table.  Such  w^as  not  the  practice  of  Chris- 
tians in  the  apostolic  times.  The  celebration 
of  the  supper  was  then  a  part  of  the  stated 
worship  of  the  Lord's  day;  and  in  this,  as 
well  as  in  other  parts,  all  professors  joined. 
They  continued  stedfast  in  fellowship  with 
the  apostles,  as  well  by  breaking  bread,  as 
by  prayer  and  doctrine.  The  disciples  at 
'JVoas,  we  are  told,  came  together,  on  the 
fust  day  of  tlie  week,  not  only  to  hear  Paul 
preach,  but  also  to  break  bread. 
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I  urge  none  to  come  blindly,  or  against 
his  conscience,  to  the  holy  table.     Every 
one  must  judge  for  himself,   and  be  per- 
suaded in  his  own  mind.     One  man  cannot 
see  with  another's  eyes,  nor  act  on  another's 
faith.     But  then,  it  is  a  plain  fact,  CInist 
calls  all  to  be  his  disciples,  and  commands 
all  his  disciples  to  shew  forth  his  death  by 
an  attendance  on  his  supper.    And  therefore, 
such  as  are  hindered  by  scruples  concerning 
their  fitness,  must  not  make  ihemselves  easy 
with  them,  but  take  pains  for  the  removal 
of  them.     They  must  seek  light,    that,  if 
they  are  in  an  error,  they  may  rectify   it ; 
and  if  they  are  under  sin,  they  may  repent 
of  it.     They   must  humbly  apply  to  God 
for  his  grace  to  lead  them  into  truth,  and 
to  purify  their  souls ;  and  whatever  doubts 
they  have   about   a  particular   ordinance, 
they  must  diligently  attend  on  all   those 
means  which  they  think  themselves  war- 
ranted touse.     '  The  meek,  God  will  guide 
in  judgment ;  the  meek  he   mHi  teach  his 
way.' 

3.  We  are  called  to  brotherly  love,  peace 
and  unity. 
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Tiie  gospel  urges  love  as  the  bond  of  per- 
fectncss,  as  a  virtue  of  the  first  importance. 
Paul,  in  his  epistles  to  the  churches,  never 
forgets  to  recommend  to  them,  that  they 
be  joined  together  in  the  same  mind — that 
they  speak  the  same  things — that  they  have 
the  same  love — that  there  be  no  divisions 
among  them — that  they  avoid  such  as  cause 
divisions  and  offences.  To  shew  how  essen- 
tial unity  is  to  the  being  of  a  church,  he 
compares  it  to  a  household,  which  subsists 
by  love,  and  in  which  all  the  members  have 
one  interest,  and  are  guided  by  one  head — 
To  a  building,  all  the  parts  of  which  ai-e 
framed  and  compacted  together — To  a  na- 
tural body,  all  whose  limbs  are  animated  by 
the  same  vital  principle,  and  feel  for  each 
other. 

Brotherly  love  is  an  extensive  grace.  It 
is  not  confined  to  those  of  our  own  society  ; 
but  reaches  to  all  Christians,  and  Christian 
societies  in  every  place.  The  ipostle  wishes 
grace  and  peace  to  all,  who,  in  everyplace, 
call  on  the  name  of  Jesus.  We  are  to  con- 
sider alias  our  brethren,  who  appear  to  hold 
the  essentials  or  the  Christian  faith,  and  to 
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iiiamtain  a  practice  agreeable  to  it;  and  to 
all  such  brotherly  love  must  extend.  If 
our  love  reaches  no  farther  than  to  those  of 
our  own  sect,  or  those  who  usually  worsliip 
with  us,  it  is  only  a  party  spirit;  it  has  no- 
thing of  the  nature  of  Christian  love. 

Against  such  a  contracted  idea  of  love, 
the  apostle,  in  our  context,  carefully  guards 
us.  '  It  has  been  declared  to  me,'  says  he, 
*  that  there  are  contentions  among  you. 
Every  one  of  you  saith,  I  am  of  Paul,  and 
I  of  Apollos,  and  I  of  Cephas,  and  I  of 
Christ.'  They  were  puffed  up  for  one  tea- 
cher against  another.  One  admired  this 
preacher ;  another  that ;  and  another  a 
third;  and,  by  their  party  attachments, 
raised  troublesome  disputes  and  dangerous 
contentions  in  the  church.  '  But,'  says  he, 
'  Is  Christ  divided  ?'  Were  ye  not  all  bap- 
tized in  his  name  ?  Have  ye  not  all  profess- 
ed his  religion?  Why  then  run  ye  into  par- 
ties, as  if  Christ  was  divided?  Was  Paul 
crucified  for  you?  Why  say  ye,  'We  are 
of  Paul?'  Po  ye  expect  salvation  through 
him?  He  wsls  not  crucified  for  you.  He 
only  preaches  Christ  crucified ;  and  Peter 
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and  Apollos  do  tlie  same.  '  Or  were  ye 
baptized  in  tlie  name  of  Paul :'  Do  ye  ima- 
gine that  baptism  was  designed  to  form 
you  into  distinct  sects?  or  that  every  one 
ought  to  follow  the  minister  who  baptized 
Jiini,  in  opposition  to  others?  And  do  ye 
thhik,  that  ye  ought  to  love  and  esteem,  as' 
brethren,  those  only  who  are  baptized  by 
the  same  apostle,  or  in  the  same  place  and 
manner  as  ye  were,  as  if  ye  were  baptized 
into  the  name  of  the  man,  who  baptized  you  ? 
No,  ye  were  baptized  in  the  name  of  Christ, 
and  are  become  members  of  his  body,  and, 
therefore,  ye  arc  the  brethren  of  all  Chris- 
tianS;  by  whomsoever  baptized;  for  ye  are 
all  baptized  into  one  body. 

You  see,  that  baptism,  a  Christian  pro- 
fession, and  a  relation  to  a  particular  church, 
are  not  designed  to  unite  one  company  of 
Christians  here,  and  another  there,  in  oppo- 
sition to  each  other  ;  but  rather  to  unite 
the  whole  Clnistian  world.  This  then,  and 
this  only,  is  true  Christian  love,  which  ex- 
tends its  good  wishes  to  the  whole  house- 
hold of  faith  ;  regards,  as  Christ's  disciples, 
all  wiio^  in  everv  place,    call  uii   his  name; 
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and  pursues,  not  merely  its  own  private 
ends,  but  the  general  interest  of  Christ's 
kingdom^  and  the  common  welfare  of  his 
subjects. 

True  Christian  love  to  those  of  our  own 
society  cannot  stop  short  of  a  general  love 
of  saints.  The  love  of  the  brethren,  as 
such,  is  a  love  of  their  holy  and  virtuous 
character ;  and  if,  on  this  account,  we  love 
our  nearest  brethren,  for  the  same  reason  we 
shall  love  all,  who  exhibit  the  same  charac- 
ter. Tlic  good  Christian  desires  the  preva- 
lence of  religion  every  where  :  he  would 
rejoice  that  all  men  were  virtuous  and  hap- 
py. He  will  not,  therefore,  pursue  the  re- 
ligious interest  of  his  own  community,  fa- 
mily or  person,  in  ways  prejudicial  to  the 
general  interest  of  religion.  He  will  not 
consult  merely  his  own  edification,  or  that 
of  those  with  whom  he  is  immediately  con- 
nected ;  but  will  seek  the  profit  of  many, 
that  they  may  be  saved. 

This  iQve  of  the  brethren  leads  to  a  more 
general  love  of  the  human  race.  Christians 
are  required  '  to  add  to  their  brotherly  kind- 
ness charity ;!  *  to  increase  and  abound  iu 
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their  love  one  toward  another,   and  toward 
all  men.' 

One  who  loves  the  brethren,  because 
they  have  the  temper  and  obey  the  laws  of 
Christ,  must  be  supposed  himself  to  have 
the  same  temper,  and  to  obey  the  same" 
laws.  Christ  exemphfied,  and  has  enjoined: 
a  universal  philanthropy.  He  did  good  to 
enemies,  as  well  as  friends ;  he  prayed  for  his 
crucifiers,  as  well  as  for  his  disciples;  and 
lie  has  enjoined  on  us  the  same  extensive* 
benevolence. 

Whatever  pretensions  we  make  to  Chris- 
tian fellowsliip,  ifourloveis  confined  to  any 
particular  community,  or  even  to  Christian 
professors^  and  does  not,  in  suitable  expres- 
sions of  meekness,  goodness  and  moderation, 
extend  itself  to  others;  it  is  not  that  love  of 
the  brethren  which  Christ  enjoins;  for 
where  is  brotherly  kindness,  there  will  be 
charity.  The  brotherly  love,  which  Christr 
has  taught,  will  make  us  meek  and  gentla 
toward  all  men.  It  will  tame  and  soften- 
the  passions,  conect  and  sweeten  the  tem- 
per, and  dispose  us  to  shew  kindness  to  all 
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men,  \vhetlier  they  be  Cliiistians  or  hea- 
thens, good  men  or  sinners. 

4.    As  members  of  the  church  of  God, 
we  are  called  to  an  exemplary  holiness.  . 

Christ  gave  himself  for  the  church,  that 
he  might  sanctify  it,  and  finally  present  it 
glorious.     We  are  called  to  be  saints ;  se- 
parated from  the  world,  that  we  may  be  a 
peculiar  people,   zealous    of  good   works ; 
placed  under  gospel  light,  that  we  may  be 
the  children  of  God  without  rebuke,  in  the 
midst   of  a  crooked  and  perverse  nation, 
shining  among  them  as  lights  in  the  world. 
Thehonour  of  religion,  and  our  own  profes- 
sion oblige  us  to  v/alk  circumspectly  among 
men.    Those,  whom  the  apostles  admitted 
to  tlieir  fellowship,  were  exhorted  to  keep 
themselves  from  an  untoward  generation. 
The  loose  and  unguarded   conversation  of 
Christian  professors,  gives  occasion  to  others 
to   speak    reproachfully   of  religion  itself. 
They  are,  therefore,  to  walk  in  wisdom  to- 
ward them  who  are  without;  to  provide 
things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men,  that 
the  enemies  of  truth  may  be  put  to  silence, 
having  no  evil  thing  to  say  of  them. 
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5.  Let  us  exercise  a  mutual  watchfulness 
in  our  Christ iiin  relation. 

We  are  called  into  this,  relation,  that  we 
may  by  love  serve  one  another,  and  be  lellow 
workers  unto  the  kingdom  of  God.  Let  us  be 
ready  to  receive,  as  well  as  to  giv%  coun- 
sel and  reproof,  as  there  may  be  occasion  ; 
and  in  this  imperfect  state  occasions  will 
be  frequent.  IMucli  allowance  is  indeed  to 
be  made  for  human  weakness,  for  misappre- 
hension, and  for  wrong  report.  AVe  expect 
^uch  allowance  from  our  brethren,  and  they 
are  entitled  to  it  from  us.  Too  great  for- 
wardness to  remark,  and  too  hasty  a  zeal 
to  reprove  every  trivial  fault,  and  every  un- 
guarded action  in  our  brethren,  will  tend 
rather  to  vex,  than  reform  them  ;  rather  to 
lessen  our  influence,  than  to  mend  their 
tempers.  Reproof  is  a  delicate  matter.  It  is 
not  to  be  omitted,  when  occasion  calls  for 
it;  but  it  should  be  given  with  tenderness 
and  prudence,  that  it  may  be  received  with 
meeknesg  and  gratitude. 

6.   Our  subject  reminds  us  of  tlie  duty 
which  we  owe  to  our  youth. 

If  the  children  of  professing  Christians 
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are  within  God's  visible  church,  they  arc 
entitled  to  our  particular  notice  and  regard. 
Though  it  should  be  conceded,  that  baptism 
denominates  them  members  of  the  catholic 
church  only,  and  they  become  not  members 
of  any  local  church,  till  by  their  own  act, 
they  join  themselves  to  it,  yet  there  is  a  duty 
Avhich  that  church  peculiarly  owes  to  them,, 
in  which  they  were  publicly  given  up  to- 
God,  of  which  their  parents  are  members, 
and  under  the  immediate  inspection  of  which 
they  live  and  act.  If  they  are  members  of 
the  church  at  large,  those  Christians,  among 
whom  providence  places  them,  and  who  are 
witnesses  of  their  conduct,  are  especially- 
bound  to  watch  over  them. 

We  ought  then  to  admonish  and  reprove 
them,  whenever  we  see  them  behave  in  a 
roanner  unsuitable  to  the  relation,  which 
they  bear  to  Christ;  to  rebuke  their  levity, 
impiety  and  profaneness,  that  we  may  re- 
strain them  from  m.aking  themselves  vile; 
to  put  them  in  remembrance  of  the  sacred 
obligations,  which  they  are  under;  and  call 
their  attention  to  that  solemn  day,  when 
every  work  will  be  brought  into  judgment, 
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AVliile  thcv  are  under  the  immediate  i^o* 
vernment  of  parents  or  others,  it  becomes 
us,  in  tiie  most  tender  and  friendly  manner 
to  give  those,  who  liave  the  care  of  them, 
information  of  their  misbehaviour,  when 
it  is  gross  and  repeated,  and  appears  to  pro- 
ceed from  a  perverse  (hsposition.  If  Chris- 
tians would  thus  assist  each  other  in  the 
gov^ernment  of  their  famihes,  at  the  same 
time  exhibiting  an  example  worthy  of  their 
character,  much  service  might  be  done  to 
the  rising  generation,  and  to  the  general 
interest  of  religion. 

V/hen  youth  have  arrived  to  competent 
age,  it  would  be  proper  that  the  church,  as 
a  body,  should  deal  witli  them  for  open  im- 
moralities, obstinately  persisted  in  against 
more  private  admonitions;  unless  they  dis- 
avow their  relation  to  the  church,  and  her 
authority  over  them.  In  this  case  she  ma}^ 
in  a  formal  manner  cut  them  off  from 
among  their  people,  and  declare  them  no 
longer  under  her  care. 

7.  Our  subject  deserves  the  serious  at- 
tention of  the  }outh. 

]My  children;   God,  in  his  good  pro.vi-- 


dence,  has  ordered  the  place  of  your  birth 
and  education,  under  the  hght  of  the  gos- 
pel, within  his  church,  and  in  Christian 
families.  The  most  of  you  have  been  so- 
lemnly dedicated  to  God  in  baptism,  and 
have  received  the  visible  seal  of  his  cove- 
nant. See  then,  that  you  walk  worthy  of 
the  privileges  to  which  you  are  born,  and 
of  the  character  which  you  bear,  as  God's 
children,  set  apart  to  be  his.  Receive,  with 
filial  reverence  and  obedience,  the  instruc- 
tions and  counsels  of  your  parents,  who 
have  bound  themselves  to  God  for  your 
virtuous  behaviour.  Attend  on  the  ap- 
pointed means  of  religious  knowledge,  con- 
verse with  the  holy  scriptures  and  other  in- 
structive books,  seriously  regard  the  stated 
services  of  the  sanctuary,  and  endeavour  in 
the  use  of  these  advantages,  to  become  wise 
to  salvation,  and  to  furnish  yourselves  unto 
every  o-ood  work.  As  vou  have  been  con- 
secrated  to  God,  live  to  him.  "  Be  not 
conformed  to  this  world,  but  be  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  your  minds.''  Let  your 
hearts  be  impressed  with  a  sense  of  your 
sinful  and  helpless   condition  ;  look  to  Je- 
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sus  as  the  only  Saviour  of  a  lost  and  guilty 
woiKI :  ii'o  to  (iocl  in  his  name,  and  humblv 
implore  the  renewing  and  sanctifying  in- 
fluences of  his  holy  spirit.  Make  an  actual 
dedication  of  yourselves  to  God  tlirough 
Jesus  Christ,  deliberately  resolvino*  on  a 
course  of  pure  religion,  and  let  all  your 
conversation  be  as  becomes  the  gospel. 
Keep  up  a  daily  correspondence  with  God 
in  secret.  Think  and  speak  of  him  with 
reverence,  detesting  and  avoiding  every 
s])ecies  of  profanity.  Gease  to  hear  the  in- 
structions which  cause  to  err  from  the  words 
of  knowledge.  Entertain  no  licentious 
opinions,  such  as  would  encourage  vice  or 
pacify  theconscience  under  guilt.  Say  toevil 
doers,  depart  from  us,  for  we  will  keep  the 
commandments  of  our  God.  Flee  youthful 
lusts,  and  follow  after  righteousness,  faith, 
charity,  peace,  with  them  who  call  on  the 
Lord  out  of  a  pure  heart.  And  rest  not 
till  you  have  actually  taken  the  covenant 
bonds  on  yourselves,  by  a  public  profession 
of  religion,  and  have  come  up  to  all  gospel 
ordinances.  Do  not  this  rashly  and 
thoughtlessly,  but  humbly  and  seriously,  ju 
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the  fear  of  God,  and  in  obedience  to  liini. 
Think  not  that  you  have  a  right  to  Uve  at 
large.  You  are  bound  to  confess  Christ's 
name  before  men,  and  to  submit  to  the  go- 
vernment of  his  church.  It  was  foretokl 
by  the  prophet^  that,  when  God  shoukl 
pour  out  his  spirit  on  the  offspring  of  his 
people,  one  would  say,  I  am  the  Lord's,  and 
another  would  subscribe  with  his  hand  to 
the  Lord.  Thus  the  chujr'ch  would  increase 
by  the  accession  of  the  young ;  her  sons 
would  come  from  far,  and  her  daughters  be 
nursed  at  her  side.  You  cannot  be  Said  to 
have  fulfilled  the  obligations  of  your  bap- 
tism, so  long  as  you  livem  a  careless  neglect 
of  any  of  the  ordinances  of  Christ.  There 
is  reason  to  believe,  that  in  the  institution 
of  the  supper,  Christ  had  a  primary  regard 
to  the  young,  who  were  always  the  objects 
of  his  particular  attention.  This  ordinance 
was  instituted  immediately  after  the  cele- 
bration of  the  passover,  which  was  a  figure 
of  the  suffering  Saviour.  In  allusion  to 
that  festival,  Christ  is  called  our  passover, 
sacrificed  for  us.  And  in  allusion  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  passover  was  eaten,  we 
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are  required  "  to  keep  the  feast"  of  the  holy 
supper,  ^-^  not  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and 
wickedness,  but  with  the  unleavened  bread 
of  sincerity  and  truth."  Now  the  special 
reason  assigned  for  the  passover  was,  that 
*^  when  children  in  time  to  come  should 
enquire  what  mean  ye  by  this  service  ?" 
The  parent  might  thence  take  occasion 
to  instruct  them  '*  how  the  Lord  saved 
his  people  from  Egypt,"  Accordingly  the 
youth  were  to  attend  on  the  passover,  in 
the  appointed  place,  as  soon  as  they  were 
able  to  ''  bring  an  offering  in  their  hand." 
Now  if  the  supper  succeeds  in  the  place  of 
the  passover,  was  not  this  one  intention  of 
it,  that  the  young,  on  seeing  this  service, 
might  be  led  to  inquire,  what  was  meant 
by  it,  and  thus  open  the  way  for  instruc- 
tion in  the  glorious  redemption  by  Jesus 
Christ.  Come  then,  my  children,  attend  a 
festival  appointed  for  i/on.  Here  behold 
what  your  affectionate  Saviour  has  done  and 
suffered  for  such  lost  and  helpless  creatures 
as  you.  Behold,  admire  and  luve ;  sjrite 
your  breasts  and  return  with  new  sentinients 
of  the  evil  of  your  sins,  and  new  resolutions 
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of  future  obedience.  Remember  that  all 
ordinances^  and  this  in  particular,  were  in* 
stitutrd  as  means  of  promoting  a  holy  life; 
and  '*  let  every  one,  who  nameth  ihe  name 
of  Christ,  depart  from  iniquity. 

8,  The  invitation  given  to  the  young- 
shall  now  be  addressed  to  others.  **  Come, 
join  yourselves  to  the  Lord  in  a  perpetual 
covenant,  which  shall  not  be  forgotten." 

The  Son  of  God  has  come  down  from 
Heaven,  and  has  purchased  a  church  with 
his  own  blood.  Here  he  offers  that  salva- 
tion which  guilty  mortals  need.  He  pre- 
scribes the  terms  on  which  it  may  become 
yours.  He  has  appointed  ordinances,  in 
the  use  of  which  you  may  be  made  meet 
for  the  enjoyment  of  it  in  Heaven.  He  has 
partFcularly  instituted  tlie  ordinance  of  the 
supper,  to  remind  you  of  his  dying  love, 
and  the  rich  blessings  purchased  by  his 
blood.  He  has  required  your  attendance, 
to  awaken  your  remembrance  of  him,  warm 
your  love  to  him,  and  strengthen  your  faith 
in  him. 

Have  you  any  sense  of  your  guilt  and 
unworthiness,  and  of  his   wonderful  good- 
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ncss  and  lover    Any  desire  to  become  con- 
formed to  his  image,  attempered  to  his  gos- 
pel, and  entitled  to  his  salvation  ?  Any  gra- 
titude to  your  Divine  Benefactor  for  all  the 
great  things  which  he  has  done  and  suffered 
for  you  ?  Any   purpose  of  heart  to  honor 
and  obey  your  glorious  Redeemer  and  Lord? 
Any  concern   to  promote  peace  and  unity 
among  his  disciples,  to  excite  and  encourage 
them  to  love  and  good  works,  and   to  ad- 
vance the  general  interest  of  his  kingdom? 
Then  come  and  confess  his  name,    declare 
your  regard  to  his  religion,  subscribe  with 
your  own  hand,    to  him,  attend  on  the  or- 
dinances of  his  house,   walk  in  fellowship 
with  his  professed  disciples,  join  your  in- 
fluence to  promote  his  cause,  and  shew  by 
your  holy  conversation,  that  you  really  be- 
lieve and  heartily  love  the  religion  which 
you  profess. 

To  conclude,  let  us  all  unite  our  endea- 
vours to  make  Christ's  church  glorious. 
Let  us  as  workers  together  with  Christ,  and 
with  one  another,  contribute  in  our  respec- 
tive places,  and  according  to  our  several 
abilities,  to  edify  and  enlarge  it.       Let  us 
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not  content  ourselves  with  appearing  as 
members  of  the  visible  church  here  below  ; 
but  be  concerned  to  become  real  members 
of  the  invisible  church  above,  that  when 
the  time  of  our  departure  is  come,  we  may 
go  to  Mount  Zion,  the  city  of  the  living 
God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  to  an  innu- 
nnerable  company  of  angels,  the  spirits  of 
just  men  made  perfect,  the  general  assembly 
and  church  of  the  first  born,  whose  names 
are  enrolled  in  Heaven. 


THE    ZHTf. 
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